Sheikh Hussein Bridge is ready 

AMMAN (Pe ga) — The Royal Engineering Corns on Sundav 
completKl me njnsmicuon of the Sheikh Hi^in Bridge whiS 
B 3 as a iH^ni ctosam point betanten Jordan^' iS? 
u/oik on the bndgc started late last Ausm in 

goven^ branches. on wS 

jjyided into three mam sections. The first was k ?ff 

Aistm-North ^eh-South Shuneh areas 
4 jjdkjmetre 1^ ™d. The second was to establish the ere^n 
pcjot and re lated faabue^over an area of 4 dunums, indudine the 
gSsm. oistom. Public Seeimty Depaitnient oSBck mdSiS 
re' s'"* ^ bridge on two 40-metre 

teauB Work on the bridge was finished 48 h^ aheadS^ 
jpaaSed tune. The cresstng is expected to be opened next nSnS^ 


^ 
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tsraalis kill Palestinian in Hebmn 

HEBRON, Occupied West Bank fRi rsrai»ii t j 

Pdestinian who stabbed and lighUy wounded“*1okHer‘^?t‘*a 
checkpoint in the occupied West Bank tovfn of Hebwn 
sources and Paiestinian witnesses said on Sundav The 
im^d a curfew on the town of 110,000 Arabs id ^ S 
PMeslinians idcnlincd the dSd m™ 
^ Tamimi. ^4. brother of Ahmad AI Tamimi who is 
direcrer-general for internal affaiis in the Palestinian Authoriiv 
Offiaal mdilai, sources said he was a knov n activist frem iha 
Islamic Rcsismcc Movemeni Hamas freed bv Israel s™SLefa 
1 ^. Bui m^ked youths from the Fateh factioii wrote sloeare 

The Fateh movement mourns its hero martyr. Nidal Tamimi*^” 
read anothe?®^* ‘s language of the age/* 
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'^Jordan rejects surrender, 
/believes in sovereign 
Tights — Prince Hassan 


>■- dnringd.c_Gulfc 


1 committed dSn™ 


>c> day Jordan rejects normalisa' nian territories Israel occu- 


■ •V U ticffl relations with Israel that pied in the 1^7 wv was not Islamic solution to inter- 

■ Soald imply the Kingdom’s L issue for *e PfJA.'A' to regional differences. 


• >.M aouM imply the Kingdom’s an issue for the Kingdom to threaten reoeSLlv »' thZ “^jences. > 

i'rlsurrtDder to or subjugation deal with Israel * CrrSTpriI^®2!i However, because of Jor- 

: rj^^ewish state anB be- “When we tLk about the ^ ® pnncipled stand it has 

i:.: .;Kvesin the definition of (Jordan) River’s couS north wo^d ^t .consequences 

= -ir.' Mveideo rights, beginnine of the Dead Sea w «nii ha ? ''^*nch came in the form of 


= soverrigo rights, beginning of the Dead Sea, we will be less the momenrH™ «# 1?' 

MthttedefiStionoftoJdetl talking ebontd^te^ oWertrerd SScreJS 'j 

mdimwing on water rights, sponsibilities resulting from forachievemeiJ^Sni?/fS ^ punished for that stand 

TteCiown Prince, addres- our continuous lespo^WliS S w^h w^ either misnnder- 

i-;i; Siiig offioeis of the Public under internationd law to^ Land ifSaintained^ ^ or deliberately ignored. 

■i- 4 S»rity Department (PSD), waids the territories occupiS ^e siS of^e oeace h. 41.4 

: ■:>. « the Jordanian-Israeli in 1967,” the Crown Prince treaty 3Tr«l ,^1?^ said Jordan 

nace treaty initialled last said. ‘■'a restoration of 


"y ’-A peace treaty initialled last said. d^ta/h I/wHop. a u bT • . ® restoration of 

5 said *e delineation of Hiis Joidanian approach, MdSSSd^te^L oS i^f '“ u ^ 

”?SS^-r 

■ 

, Ike borders as beginning sovereign rights (o? these ter- li^ro™ Prince sai^^ *mr full responsibilities,’ he 
. - ftanthe ooucse of the River ntones) to anyone exceot the ‘Tfaanir«aradn.>tB»t,'naire*^ u t.- 

. Joidsn near Tiberias in the Palestiiiian p4ple. ^ KinTS^ S^a ^5.0 ?^ if*® does not 

haSdy"&^^^^ ^i^jifi-SS 

■■ ■ “y,«‘ernal in- cial goveniment dealings in Se iSab Md^Sc wri^ 

:- tate to the efforts and per- tervenoon and do not need Syria, and later in this nart of ’’Relinnni^in. ..mi ™ 

- fonnanceofJordanimnego- monitoring by any interna- the world where we'^live," sibU^Sr fhe 

who, he smd. sue- tional or foreign troops, he Prince Hassan said. enSn^ is nSnSSem' 

SrjereTjfj™u"fh>" 14 , abie,’S’wn”SnS. 



- fonnance of Jordanian nego- monitoring by any interna- the world where we hve" 
. - tiatois, who, he said, sue- tional or foreign troops, he Prince Hassan said 

«c^ in reaffirming Jor- said. He pointed out thit Jordan 

, rians sovereignty within a Pnnce Hassan said Jordan had always sought a redonal 
: -S Take ^ had foiled the 1917 Balfour rttsolution for problems fac- 

. P, - A.. rqectmg any attempt to Declaration. ing the region: Due to the 

- - dommateJordan. . “Jordan is not Palestine lack of cfear coordination 


He added that transferring 
responsibility for holy places 
(Continned on page 7) 


His Royal .H^hness Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday visits the ofiBcers’ dub of the Public Security Deparbnent (PSD 
photo) 

King not to accompany Clinton to Israel 

By Ayman Al ^adi of Parliamern, which will Meanwhile, two days be- Palace, before he attends a 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter ratify it d«pite fierce fore the arrival of Prudent state banquet in his hon- 


Israel holds dozens of Hamas Rabin 
^members in new crackdown will not 

.IHL AVIV (Agencies) — Wednesday's Tel Aviv bus reiterated its demand that 

^iDazem of members of the bombing. Israel free Arab prisoners, II I V ILW 


' l.IHL AVIV (Agencies) — Wednesday's Tel Aviv bus reiterated its demand that iri\/jt(^ 

..'.^iDazens of members of the bombing. Israel free Arab prisoners, II I V ILW 

,1 .vlslaimc Resistance Move- Sources said dozens of including its founder Sheikh a r i 
;; .re Dent, Hamas, have been Hamas activists had been Ahmad Yassin. tWRlPii 

DTcsttd in the occupied West taken into custody since the “The cabinet decided mea- im l 

. *^8^ since Wednesday’s bus blew up on Tel Aviv. The sures to gjve Hamas a sp^al o i /N i r '^ /*n 

. J ^ stidde bombing in Tei Aviv, sources gave no exact num- treatment,’’ Housing Minis- olOrilfiC] 

Economy Mincer Shimon bers or say where the men ter Binyamin Ben Elizer said ^ ^ 

/ *7.' Shetreet said Sunday. . were picked up. on Israel 'radio after the tEL AVIV (Agencies) — 

T:- ''Security services have Palestinian sources de- weekly meeting of ministers. Israeli Prime Minister ^t- 
‘ arrested dozens of Palesti- scribed the detainees as low- He refused to give details zhak Rabin will not invite 
~ Dans from Hamas linked to ranking Hamas supporters. of the warning, whidi fol- Palestine Liberation Orga- 

' : ibe attack, but some of them In a statement received in lowed the army’s closure of nisation (PLO) Chairm^ 


on Israel 'radio after the TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
weekly meeting of ministers. Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
He refused to give details zhak Rabin will not invite 
of the warning, which fol- Palestine Uberation Orga- 


' ’tin were on the wanted list' Beirut, Hamas said Israeli the West Bank and Gaza and fellow Nobel Peace Prize 


1 to flee,” Mr. Shet-' Prime Minister Yitzhak until further notice. 


I winner Yasser Arafat to 


iwt told braeli radio. Rabin bad issued orders to A British newmaper said Wednesday’s peace treaw 

they can be certain assassinate its leaders in re- Mr. Rabin ordered agents to ‘ceremony with Jordan, ofS 

®at we will capture them and ' tahation for the bombing — ' “hunt down and eliminate’’ cifll$ said. 

' . ubody will go unpunished,” the bloodest attack against leaders of Hamas. Mr. Rabin made it clear on 

• : the mmister added. Israelis in 16 years. The weekly Observer said Sunday when he met Moshe 

cabinet also gave au- Hamas vowed to hit back if ^fc. Rabin’s “secret deci- Katzav, head of the par- 
7 Iborities permission to des- any of its officials was attack- sion” was taken at an liamentary party of the 

die homes of families of ed inside the Israeli-occupied emergency cabinet meeting opposition Likud group, the 

.• • loose who perpetrated territories or abroad. Thursday. The death toll rose officials said. 


By Ayman AJ Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein will not 
travel with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to Israel after 
the signing of a peace trea- 
ty between Jordan and the 
Jewish state on . Wednes- 
day. official sources said 
Sunday. 

The sources said the 
King will not visit Israel 
until after Parliament rati- 
fies the peace treaty, which 
was initialled last Monday. 

The government will pre- 
sent the draft treaty to Par- 
liament for ratification af- 
ter it is signed by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali. Upon ratification. 
King Hussein will sign it 
into law. 

Parliamentary sources 
confirmed that there was 
enough support for the 
treaty in the Lower House 


of Parliament, which will 
ratify it despite fierce 
opposition from Islamists 
and some pan-Arabist and 
leftist deputies. 

Mr. Clinton will go to 
Israel after visiting Syria on 
Thursday. «News reports 
have earlier su^ested that 
King Hussein might accom- 
pany the U.S. president on 
a visit to Israel during 
which he will address the 
Israeli Knesset. 

The speaker of the Knes- 
set has invited King Hus- 
sein to address the Israeli 
legislature and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has repeatedly 
issued similar invitations 
for the King to visit Israel. 
The King then said that he 
would visit the Jewish state 
when the time was right, 
but, except for saying that 
the trip could materialise 
soon, he never specified a 
date. 


CUnton. details of his one- our. 

day trip here remain Officials, meanwhile. 


sketchy and unclear. 

Though officials refuse to 
confirm any details because - 
they say the schedule could 
change, reports said Mr. 
Clinton will arrive in 
Aqaba from Egypt 
Wranesday morning. 

After meeting with the 
King, Mr. Clinton will 
attend the signing cere- 
mony and have lunch in 
Aqaba before visiting ^tra 
and then flying to Amman. 
The U.S. president is ex- 
peaed to spend the night in 
Amman before leaving for 
S}ria Thursday, but it is 


said the site of the signing 
ceremony was almost ready 
^ to receive the thousands of 
' guests and officials who will 
attend the ceremony in the; 
desert location few 
kilometres north of Aqaba. 

Head of the Aqaba Re- 
gion Authority Favez Kha- 
sawneh said a 14-dunum 
area has been prepared for 
the ceremony, with work 
nearing completion on a 
park that could accommo- 
date 2.000 vehicles and a 
landing area for six helicop- 
ters. 

Flags and banners will 


raelis in 16 years. The weekly Observer said Sunday when he met Moshe 

Hamas vowed to hit back if Mi. Rabin’s “secret deci- Katzav, head of the par- 
ty of its officials was attack- sion” was taken at an liamentary party of the 


- - . _ „ jpposition Likud group, the ^ . . . . , . 

• • loose who perpetrated territories or abroad. Thursday. The death toll rose officials said, 

" * j. 3tta^ against Israelis, the “We tell Rabin and all the to 23 at the weekend when a The right-wing fection had 

- ndio stid. Zionist terror and assassina- woman died in hospital from threatened to boycott the WASHINGTON (Agencies) have succeeded in attracting 

•-■“ ' _Coo)Bninicatioiis Minister tion apparatuses beware of her injuries, according to an signing spectacle on the "Hi© top U.S. military the world’s attention to sane- 


Iraqi move could 
trigger strike — U.S. 


I Shniaioit Aloni had opposed harming the sons and sym-i A^. count. 


- ■•■. 1 move as one that would bols of Hamas,” the group Security officials presented north < 
hut innocent people. said. “Hamas or its brigades • die cabinet with the names of Arafat 
brad warned Sunday of a • will not hesitate to retaliate- renior Hamas operatives liv- Hov 
• KQggaf Qj, fjaj|j35^ which ' wifo all its might to these ing in the Gaza Strip, occu- annour 
j wonld be guaranteed “special anempts...” .re, .. _ its 32 

J treatment” following The fundamentalist group (Cononoed on 7) would 


Israeli-Jordanian border o^ce** said that any Iraqi tions. They now strive 


Security officials presented north of the Red Sea if Mr. { "Military reinforcements 


let the world forget about 


Israel hopes Clinton can 
break deadlock with Syria 


2 rei ^ AVIV (Agencies) — Wednesday of a peace agree- moves injustice and realises Ws^nam had alw^ bSred 

l^ggpe Q. ^jl ment between Israel and Jor- secunty and stability in the jj,g of a tr«tv with 

W*«mmitnientfiom Syria dan. ‘.‘■= Eng?ish- ^ 


Arafet was invited Kuwaiti border could them,” one Baghdad diplo- 

However, the Likud digger a preemptive U.S. mat said, 

announced that a majority of Washington Post As part of its campaign, 

its 32 pariiament members reported Sunday. Baghdad will soon issue a 

would vote in favour of the General John Shalikasb- statement recognising 
treaty when it comes up for chainnan of the military Kuwait's sovereignty within 

ratifiration in the Knesset on Chieft of Staff, said borders established by the 

Tuesday and anend the cere- reinforcement” United Nations after Iraqi 

mony. bi equipment or troops near troops were forced out of the 

The Israeli cabinet voted Kuwaiti border “would emirate by a U.S.-led coali- 
unanimously Sunday for the be considered threatening to non in the 1991 Gulf war. 
treuty could trigger a “That will remove a major 

I iirnH RAniarnin preemptive U.S. Strike, the hurdle and appeal quite well 

T~i Saily reported. to countries SropJthetic to 

Netanyahu told Israel Radio -Hie P'S;, .aid Gen. Shall- their case," ine diplomat 


Still not clear whether he i^eck the street connect- 
will address Parliament ing Aqaba to the site, 
during his first visit to the There was no information 
Kingdom or speak to a of whether similar signs of 


i lAF bloc to boycott 
possible Clinton speech 

By Ayman Al Safadi reconsider those policies" 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter “"‘y ''=‘P inning 

^ the U.S. the enmity of other 
AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- , 

tion Front (lAF) on Sunday *' “ ?!” ? message that 
decided to boycott U.S. PresF P"? 
idem Bill Clinton’s possible Pon^ wth the interests of the 
address to Parliament in ex- which do« not 

pression of its rejection of the , ® ^ *1?^ .’’^Sa^ning of their 

peace process and Mr. Clin- "8*'“ "■■■" 

ton’s visit to the Kingdom. 


wretaty within ton’s visit to the Kingdom.' 

ablished by the Leadine lAF Denutv Ham. Mansour also said the 

ions after Iraqi mam Safd^d X fordTn *AF position was prompted 
forced out of the Times the 16-member oar- ^"6 U.S. hostile poliaes 
a U.S.-led coali- liamentary bloc of the lAF movements” 

1991 Gulf war. took the decision unanimous- through rallying opposition 


, „ *y during a meeting Sunday. supponing dic- 

hurdle and appeal quite well Boycotting the session wi latorships in Egypt, Tunisia 
to countries sympathetic to one of two options the front Aigena” against them, 

their case," one diplomat was considering to convey its Mansour. who was a 

said. stand on the visit of Mr offiaal par- 


■ high-level peace Diplomatic analysts say langui 

St the Jewish state Syria would cooperate with said. 

• ■ t?? ” makes the first visit Ptesident Clinton. Mr. 

Sent^***®*^ by a U.S. presi- “Syria is ready to sign a throw 


treatv with kashvili made his remarks in said. 

ly wun Interview in Manila, Iraqi offia'als are playing 

. where he is attending cere- up the suffering of the Iraqi 

B arenotriff^’ monies marking the 50th p^ple caused by the sane- 


mv.>v Ire Mr. Mapsour. who was a 
of Mr member of an official par- 


Clinlon to Jordan to attend Kemenlaiy delegation that ri- 
the signing ceremony of a Lh'* ‘'Jh 


peace agreement with Israel behind the effort to move 
Minister immediatelv if Clinton brings Syria and Israel towards a 

. Clinton an Israeli commitment of fiill p^ce agreement underlines 


Mr. Clinton’s decision to e„QUBh to warrant Mt anniversary of Gen. Douglas 

row his weight once more i MacArthur's invasion of the 


uii^rai supporting it,” he added, 

behind the effort to move . . . j 

Syria and Israel towards a .g.Mr. Ar^t has cntia^ 
peace agreement underlines peace deal because of a 


peace treaty with Israel 
Wednesday. 

The other option was 


sited the U.S. this summer, 
had told the Jordan Times 
the Islamist deputies “begged 


^occupied Philip- softening of the hardline attend the session and “make 


Clinton know how we feel 
about him as enemy of the 


“embarrass us and make i 
embarrass him.” 

The lAF has not vet d< 


<^-'S!!!?**“»>dnginoreth^a withdrawal from the Golan his eagerness to see the U.S.- “pbo*J "gbt to de- iK well-equipi«d Republics Arab and Muslim"naiions," ./be has not yet de- 

'■’• 2?^ call this week esoe- Heights,” a Damascus-based sponsored peace effort sue- Joi^n s spea^ i«ie ploy troops m the country's Guards towards the Kuwaiti as lAF spokesman Hamzeh however, on whether 

Syria was diplomat said. ceed in ending one of the nwtenng Muslim holy sites in south, calling U.S. warnings border and then pulled them Mansour had told the Jordan J* withdraw its deputies 


• *®ce Syria was diplOTiat said. ceed in ending one of th< 

- on the U.S. “President -Assad himself worlds long-ninning con 

Jj“Ctoonsors of terror.” said that peace was a strategic ^ 

Wj^“uchhop^ option for Syria and that He and Mr. Assad held t 

•" advance the Damascus was ready to make summit in Geneva in Janu- 


to restrict such movements a 


Egyptian Resident H^ni I interference in Iraq's imemal and 


Mubarak, who has also pick- stairs. 


ed holes in the treaty, said 


Any attempt to reinforce warships to the Gulf. 


rushing troops, aircraft and Sa'id said the bloc opted for 


with Svria " Mr oeace with Israel immediate- ary. ^^b he^ of state would be the j^qi army’s third and The official Iraqi press de- cause it was not clear how the v/hich has a majority of peace 

.. .T.BeJn told Imi Ki^siori l?a«I to meet the objective The Syria Times said that A>“rlh corps “will be viewed nounred a subrequeni U.N. Islamist deputies could con- h • w 

-.•'=^8?SooJy iLruirements of peace. The both Syria and Lebanon ? ? ^ as a threat to the stability of Secunty Counal resolution. vev to the U.S. president .Mr.Manroursaid their de- 

*'*«;Si***^^ looks Ions and it hSi is now in the court of “were, and still are, siding the re^on,” Gen. Shalikash- which barred the redeploy- their position chat he is not would depend on how 

be Qintan’s uriii Israel and Washington," he with the implementation of chief to boycott the sini^ vili said. “We would then ment of Republican Guards welcome in Jordan ‘b® government treats the 

^ Sdid. U.N. resolu^ons providing ceremony, a senior PLO off^ reserve the right... to take in the south, as a “violation Dr. Sa’id said the bloc 'whether it 


from Parliament in protest 
against the expected ratifica- 
tion of the peace treaty by the 
Lower House of Parliament 


The official Iraqi press de- cause it was not clear how 
nounred a subrequem U.N. Islamist deputies could i 


?-?«k»med Mr. C2in- 


“Aiiy talk about issues re- for a complete Israeli with- 
lated to tbe after-peace status drawal from the^ Golan and 


• • ® reward for its lated to tbe after-peace sa^ from th< 

.. ;-:£^*;'2^laiid on the Middle East before the elimination of the So^ ^bMon 
l^.'reTT?® moc»ce «f war and the achieve- . TTie Tishnn ( 


I appropriate action including -■ 

■ f military action to ensure that sovereignty." 


South Lebanon.” meeting trf his sdf-rule gov- reinforcements do. not 

TTie Tishrin daily pointed Stnp, occur." 

out that Mr. Clinton’s visit to in Baghdad, diplomats said 


But while the media rhe- 


ihe government treats the 
'the bloc opposition and on whether it 
c further encroaches on what 

t ^4 he called "what is left of 

“ 7 " 


Kaddoumi, the PLO’s fore- 


of war and the achieve-. The Tishrin daily pointed «»«»■." wric has been strong the know of the lAFs rejection ”b ^ I A F m e m be rs 

- . NI* L Mr. Qtn»4w, -re .J-- . monr of Israeli withdrawal to out that Mr. Clinton's visit to In Baghdad, diplomats said response from senior Bagh- of the peace treaty and their 

4 1967 boundaries Damascus consliluies an kaddoumi, the PLO s fore- Iraq, after its show of military dad officials to the curbs on feelings against him. limitations in influencing Jor- 

- !S^,,id 4 futile " ^ American "admission of ig" chief, to turn down strength near Kuwait, is Iraqi troops movements has Mr. Mansour said in a n 

- titling dLtv^ ™ ^ Syria’s fundamental role in mvitanon to tiie signing switching to diplomacy to been notable for its lack of statement that lAF deputies with Israel but are still deter- 

"^TS^bi!.lSL*cd8iiy «.n“ ^I'lt^amentary speaker I'S'’ w^lSfd 

strSed tha “thfSace of anonymity. Mr Arafat him- Security Council reviews its Saddi Mehdi Saleh, while up- that this position is a protest ra''fi“«on of the peace trea- 
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Iraq’s school 
system crumbles 
under sanctions 


BAGHDAD (APP) — In a 
daritened classroom in Sad- 
dam City, Baghdad’s poorest 
quarter, most of the 38 pupils 
were squatting on the floor 
try^ to learn their lessons, 
u^e a lucky few perched at 
±e three available desks. 

once prided itself of 
having the mest education 
system in the Middle East 
^ded in the 1970s by the 
income from its huge oil re* 
serves. 

But toda}-’s schools 561^*0 
only as a mocking reminder 
of thst boast, as the crippling 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
when Iraq imnded Kuwait in 
August 19V0 reap their toll rn 
the classroom. 

There is a lack of textbooks 
and basic materials, as the 
goverr.ntent can only provide 
well-thumbed and tom books 
and a handful of notebooks. 
It has no funds to replace 
broken desks. 

There is a lack of teachers 
as many have quit the job, 
because of the low salaries. 

But most of all there is a 
lack of pupils. 

An increasing number of 
cluldren are plaving truant. 
Ten per cent of pupils went 
absent this year, &-e per cent 
the year before. 

Most have been pulled out 
of school by their parents 
who put them to work to 
supplement the family's 
meagre income, ignoring the 
feet that piimaxy educadon is 
compulsory under the law. 

Others miss lessons be- 
cause of illness, often caused 
b>’ mainutridon. 

“Who ate this monring?'* 
deputy school (firector Najia 
Mohammad asked the ptmls, 
who came from Saddam City, 
named after the Iraqi prea- 
dent. 

Only a few raised dieir 
hands, to say they had eaten 
breakfast, ^me had had 
cheese, bur most had eaten 
only bread and tea. 

**Thcy are underfed, they 
cannot concentrate." she 


said, citing the case of a 
lO-year-oldboy who had bad 
to be sent home a few days 
previously after feinting from 
hunger. 

“Mainutridon is begin^g 
to be felt in sdiools especially 
in the infrr rr?””g failure rate 
wtndi rose last year to ^ per 
cent, from 15 jir cent in ^e 
previous years,” Education 
Minister HDcmat Bazzaz told 
AFP. 

“Moreover, the number of 
children leaving school is on 
the rise, mainly in secondary 
spools,” he added. 

According to his figures, 
seven per cent of Iraq’s five 
million school-age cnQdren 
have quit this year. 

He & equally'concemed at 
the growing number of 
teachers who are abandoning 
their posts, mainly because or 
low wages avera^g around 
3,000 dinars a month or less 
•than S6. 

“Teachers cannot live on 
fheir salaries. Those who 
don't resign often fail to show 
up for several da^ to take on 
a more lucrative job. or work 
after class which inevitably 
affects the teaching stan- 
dard,*' Mr. Bazzaz said. 

In rural areas, some of the 
teachers had gone over to 
farming, he added. 

“The law forbids of 
teachers from getting another 
job, but in fact, we are en- 
couraging them to do so,” he 
said. 

Another reason for teacher 
absenteeism is the high cost 
of travelling to work. 

The education ministry has 
launched a campaign to tiy to 
persuade parents to dnb 
together to pay their trans- 
port. 

He painted a bleak picture 
of the future. 

“One classroom is some- 
times shared by 70 diildren, 
wbesit on the floor, catching 
diseases. A large number of 
schools in the heavily- 
populated areas have two or 
even three shifts of pupils a 
day,” he said. 


‘Did Oval Office meeting 
end Gulf war too soon?’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Iraq’s 
new threats against Kuw-ait 
may have been the result of a 
premature end to the Gulf 
wax advised by President 
Bush's top generals, the New 
York Times reported Sun- 
day. 

The decision to end the 
war was based on political 
concerns rather than military 
objectives and ensured the 
survival of much of Iraq’s 
elite Republican Guard, who 
retreated rather than fi^t, 
the Times said. 

Those forces again 
menaced Kuwait earlier this 
month and U.S. troops were 
ordered back to the region to 
prevent a possible second in- 
vasion. 

The newspaper said that at 
a pivotal meetine on Feb. 27, 
1^1, General Colin Pow’ell. 
then chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, told Mr. Bush 
that the bombardment of the 
retreating Iraqi forces would 
tarnish the image of the U.S. 
military. 

Gen* Powell said chat he 
and Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the allied com- 
mander, believed the conflict 
was "in the home stretch.” 
and that it could be vTapped 
up within the next 2-i hours. 

The Times, dting previous- 
ly undisclosed notes taken by 
a participant in the Oval 
Office meeting, said that Mr. 
Bush asked; "Why do I not 
feel elated?” at the news that 


the war would be over just 
100 hours after the ground 
war started. 

“But we need to have an 
end.” the president reported- 
ly said. "Pec^le want that. 
*fhey are going to want to 
know we v^’on and the kids 
can come home. We do not 
want to screw this up with a 
sloppy, muddled ending.” 

U.S. officials in Washing- 
ton did not realise that much 
of the Republican Guard had 
escaped, fleeing when the 
Americans invaded rather 
than standing their ground, 
the Times said. 

The Saudis were so unhap- 
py with the outcome of the 
war that they proposed a 
secret plan to. arm Iraqi Shiite 
insurgents, and one top U.S. 
general even developed a 
plan for American tanks to 
roll to Baghdad, the news- 
paper said. 

Top military officers, wary 
of long-term commitments, 
also blocked a proposal by 
U.S. diplomats to establish a 
demilitarised zone in south- 
ern Iraq, the Times said. The 
Clinton administration has 
approved a similar plan to 
keep Iraq ftom threatening 
Kuwait again. 

The Times report was 
adapted from a b^k to be 
published in January, ‘The 
Generals War.” by Michael 
Gordon and Bernard 
Trainer. 


Discussions 
with the EU 

INFORMATION Minister 
Jawad Anani Sunday reviews 
with ambassadors of the 
Enropean Union <EU) accre- 
dited to Jordan devdopments 
In the peace process on the 
Jcndanian-Isra^ track and * 
the resultant peace treaty 
which was initiaUed in Am- 
man last week. 

Dr. discussed with 

the ambassadors issues of 
common interest and role of 
the EU in snpportii^ devdop- 
TTMKit and investmmit projects 
in the post-peace era. 

In a statenent to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Anani said the ambassadors 
voiced their countries’ ftill 
support for the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty and their 
appredatioD of Jordan’s im- 
portant rote in establishing 
peace in the region. 




**1^ th.t cated 500 million EiirojKan ont SS«0 miUioo of Ibe region il*” 

^ Currency Units (ECU’s, ab- derelop their eomomiesTjor- the EU md (Petra photo) 


Southern village hopes for solution 
for water problem with peace treaty 


By Cathy King 
Special to the Jordan Times 
RAHMEH — The inhatti- 
tants of Rahmeh. a village 
lying in Wadi Araba 40 
lalometres north of Aqaba, 
are pleased with the 
announcement of a 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty to be signed next 
week. 

“ AihflfnrhiKllMh " camC 

the cheerful replies of men 
and children alike when 
asked about the news of the 
trea^'. 

Rahmeh village has a 
population of around 500. 
Children are in abundance; 
each family has about 10 
children. 

Life in this very* arid land 
is evidently tough: a re- 
sevoir rougUy measuring 50 
square metres is void of 
water. 

A tittle way up the road 
and doser to their fruit and 
vegetable ferm* a ferm guard 
said that the Jordan 
Valley Authority recently 
imtalied a solar-powered 
water pump which serves 
the ne^ of the people, the 
farmland and the animals. 

The village depends 


heavily on livestock, includ- 
ing sheep, goats, camals, 
fowl and donkeys and the 
farm. 

The guard said that the 
ferm employs IS people, 
but all were away for the 
weekend. 

Some villagers are em- 
ployed by the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority, which t$ 
responsible for the towns of 
Aqaba, Rahmeh and 
Arisha, while others work 
- for the National Resources 
Authority, principally 
guarding its buildings. 

The lack of water is an 
obvious problem. At the 
ferm there is a greenhouse. 
' where, the guard said, no- 
thing had been planted for a 
year. Normally it houses, 
among others, melons, 
strawberries and cucum- 
bers. But the water-pump 
broke some time ago and 
•without it there is msuffi- 
cient pressure for water'to 
pass along the overhead 
irrigation tubes. 

Tile pump engine also 
drove the to ventflaie 
the greenhouses. In the abs- 
ence of water and ventila- 
tion the produce cannot 


survive. 

The villageis said that 
althou^ thankful for the 
peace treaty they would not 
witness much change to 
their life^le although they 
hope to fitol the benefits of 
increased access to water. 

On the Israeli side of 
Wadi Araba.. a ferm oppo- 
site their village, like the six 
or seven other farms dotted 
along the 40-kilometres 
stretch from Aqaba to 
Rahmeh. indicates greater 
availabili^ of water. 

From the air they can be 
seen as large. lush and pro- 
ductive. 

The villagers said that 
during the winter the area 
was subject to torrential 
rains lost to the boggy, 
brackish land east of the 
village. But they added that 
a dam four kilometres north 
was * under construction 
which would also help their 
situation. 

Meanwhile, is Aqaba 
roads are being swept, trees 
planted and street lighting 
repaired. 

Israeli trucks crossed the 
border Thursday into the 
area between the two 


Jordanian and Israeli posts 
at the Aqaba, crossing* car- 
rying scaffoidiag and metal 
plates for the stage to be 
erected for the signing of 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty on Wednesday. 

An army officer said that 
tile road from the crossing 
point towards Aqaba town 
had been completed in 
three days. 

Aqaba residents appear 
unperturbed by the hub- 
bub surrounding them, 
probably accustomed to the 
influx of officials, journal- 
ists and security personnel 
since the boldbg of various 
bilateral talks in Aqaba and 
Eilat. 

Hotel reservations are 
being made titick and fest. 
According to one hotelier, 
three hotels are already 
completely booked up for 
the majority of the week by 
fbrei^ ‘journalists covering 
ffie historic evenL 

However, not eveiyone is 
aware of the huge (Ganges 

said: heard ab- 

out some agreements to 
take place. I think Clinton 
is coming, ri^t?” 


Momentous Mideast week in store 


By Jnlk Bradford 

Agence France Press 
NICOSIA — A momentous 
week is in store 
for the KGddle East with the 
signing of a peace treaty be- 
tween Israel and Jordan on 


j Jordan will become only 
I tile second Arab cotmtry af- 
I ter Egjqit to make peace with 
Israel, when King Hussein 
and l^eli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin take part in a 
glitteii^ rigning ceremony 
I on their common border. 

Also mesent at tiie cere- 
mony vw be Mr. Qinton, 
who will then fly on to 
Damascus for the fim visit to 
Syria ^ a U.S. president 
shice lUchard Nixon travelled 
I tiiere in 1974. 

Mr. Qinton is hoping to 
capitalise on momentum 
from the Israeli-Jordanian 
deal to find a breakthrough in 
the toughest track of the 
pieace process, between Israel 
and Syria. 

; Israeli and Joedanian lead- 
ers have also expre^d hope 
that their treaty vnll ^ve a 
ftesh boost to negotiations 
with other Arab countries 
and bring a comprehensive 


Middle East settlement clos- 
er. 

Mr. Rabin looked forward <o a 
Nfiddle East free of “hatred, 
violence and wars” when he 
initialled the deal last week. 

King Hussein said in a 
speech to ^liament Sarar- 
day: “We hope that this trea- 
ty will herald the beginxiing of 
a new era, iMrfing to compre- 
hensive peace embradsg the 
todre re^on.” 

Mr. Qinton, who meets 
Syrian Presidrat Hafez A1 
Assad on Tbui^ay, said he 
believed his visit further 
the goal of an ultimate peace 
agreement between Israel 
and Syria.” 

“Until that is done we vnll 
never have comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East,” he 
warned. 

He is due to arrive in Cairo 
on Wednesday, before virit- 
ing Jordan, I^el. Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia as well as 
Syria. 

It will be the president's 
first tcur of the Middle East 
and reflects the acceleration 
of the peace process. 

But It also comes after a 
string of bloody attacks by 
militants seeking to derail 
Arab-Israeli peace efforts. 

On Wednesday a suicide 


bomber blew up a packed bus 
in a busy shopping street in 
TdAvjv, killing 21 people as 
lirell as himself. 

The attack was daimed by 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), a Palestinian 
hardline group c^iposed to 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy accord signed in 
September 1993. 

Hamas also daimed a gun 
attack in a West Jerusalem 
street which left two people 
dead, as well as the udn^ 
ping of an Israeli solcto 
whidi ended a bloodbath and 
death of tiie hostage on Oct. 
14. 

Mr. Rabin responded to 
tito bus bombing by inde- 
finitely closing the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Clinton said the 
attadcs made U.S. efforts to 
push forward the peace pro- 
cess all the more urgent. 

“I think it's impmtant... 
parliculariy now, with the 
violent reaction to the efforts 
at peace, that the United 
States stand shouider-io- 
shmilder with our ftiends and 
allies who are taking such 
terrific risks to make peace,” 
be said. 

Israel and the PLO are to 


press ahead with negotiations 
on organising Palestinian 
elections to an autonomy 
couDcfl next week desjnte the 
^Tel Aviv blast. 

PLO Cbainnan Yasser 
Aiafet, who is to meet Nfr. 
Qinton in Catro, has mged 
the president to lean on Iswl 
to speed up implementation 
of the Palestinian autonomy 
deal. 


visit, announced ^day, but 
Mr. Assad was quick to dam- 
pen Israeli bo^ tiiat the 
peace deal with Jordan could 
be used as a model for nego- 
tiations with his own country. 

Anyone imagining ’ that 
S}rria would lease its land- to 
Israel as Jordan bad agreed I 
to do was making a “big 
mistake,” be warned. 

The biggest stumbling 
block to Israeli-Syrian peace 


ftom the Golan Heights. 

Israel has offered a partial 
withdrawal from the Golan 
over three years to allow for 
normahsatioa of ties, while 
Syria' has steadbstly deman- 
ds an Israeli commitment to 
total withdraw;^. 


3 killed in road accident in north 

AMMAN (Petra) — "niiee peOTte were kiprf 
injured on Sun^y in an acc i deiit mvoln^ 
mini-bus and a {ri»-up car drivnw at the . 

Ajioun road, the Ovii Defence OcfiartiDi 
the i-flcnairigR were rxabed to Jerash hospital and : 
them were discharged after receivin g tre ym e m . 
the injured were listed in moderate coucStioii, the-* 
said. 

Rocket attacks kill 61 people 

KABUL ( AP) — Rocket slammed into the centre of ^ 
A fghan capit^ Snn^y, killmg six people and faring^ 
the death toll in tbrM days of fkioe f ac ti o n al fi gh ^ 
hospital officials said. Bnt officials said the exact death 
is imposrible to determine because peof^ seldom bring 
their dead to a hospital, jKeferrii^ to buy them im- 
mediately in keeping with strick Islamic traudon. They i 
<aid at least 200 more people have been wounded siace : 
Friday. The capital, battered by incessant rodeedng from 
wairmg T«iawiie leaders, took a particulariy bad bea&ig on 
Friday,wben witnesses said hundreds of resets pummelled 
the dty. “Where ait our leaders? They are too afraid of tiie I 
people to come to the city that they have destroyed,” said 1 
N^annnad Anwar, a witness to Sunday^ bloodsM. ' 
Afghanistan's nine mmn Islamic groups have been w^n^ a i 
bitter batde for power ance overairowmg the old commun- 
ist regime in April 1992. ’ \ 

German TV team arrested in Turkey 

BONN (AFP) — Turkisfa security force arrested a 
reporting team from Germany's ARD television ehamiel, 
accusing tiiem of anti-Turk^ {vopaganda, the ARD 
correspondent in Turkey said Sundlay. Dieter ^nnbubtf, : 
questioned by telephone from said he had been 

assigned to his hotel in Hopa northeastern Turkey near the 
border with Georgia along with a German woman aide wd 
two Turkish cameramen. Police arrested the team catty 
on Satu^y and seized films and naidbooks from tifeir' 
hotel rooms, Mr. Siimbuber said. The Cennmis also had 
their passports confi^ted. Sinnbuber said the team 
had been acorsed of recording *‘anti-Turkish interviews” 
althou^ he said (he team had made only one interview of a 
non-political character. A German foreign ministry spokes- 
man said officials in Boim and at the Ankara emb^y were 
' working to res^ve the dispute. 

Relief plane under fire from Sonaii gunmen 

MOGADISHU (R) — A small aircraft ^nsor^ by dm 
European Union (EU) to serve the international aid 
operation in Somalia was fired on by unidentified gunmen 
when taking ^ from Afiinadow in southern Somalia on 
Saturday, EU officials in the capital Mogathshu said. The 
plane was not damaged, Init the offidais said the incident 
was serious and could affect further aid flights ^ cfca. 
They said it was not dear whether gunfire was ddiberately 
directed at the plane, or whether it had been caught in 
crossfire from fitting between rival Somali groups. 

Malaysian soldier killed in Mogadishu 

MOGADISHi; (R) — A Nblaysiatt U.N. soldier wm 
lolled when the anoonred personnel carrier he was an 
overturned in Mogadisbu on Sunday, a Us>I. spokesman 
said. Other soldiers in it were injured. No other vehicle was 
involved. On Saturday, a Paldoani jeep bvertonied in the 
same area, but its occupants escaped with minor injuries. 

Iranian plane may have exploded 

I^EHRAN (R) — An Iranian plane wladx crashed eaih'er 
this monft liflUn;g aU 66 people on boaid may have 
^loded m mid-air. ^ head of Iran's civil aviation was oii. 
Sunday quoted as saying. “Preliminarv studies indicate tfaai 
the plane possibly was destroyed in the air,” Ali Shaheher- 
a^ w® qTOted ® saying by Abrar newspaper. It was not 
dear wjiether the offidal snspeaed sabota^ Or an acd- 
deuL He ^d the plane had been checked in Isfahan and 
only after the final otoy of the pilot and coordination with' 
lehiu It was aUroed to take off on its jouraev to Tehran.' 

k state-owned Aseman airiine: 

of Tehran on 12 killing all 59 passengeis and; 

Yemen launches Mukalla cement project j 

ADEN (R) — President Ali Abdullah Saleh of Yemen on 
Saturday laid the foundation stone for a SISO million 
cement plant in Mukalla. Hadramawt. the first by the 
private sector, Yemen Television said. The television saiti 
the plant, with an initial annual capacity of 500.000 tonnes 
to be increased to one million tonnes, would be complet^ 
in three years. The project would be carried out by the 
Hadramawt Cement Industry, a private company! the 
television sud. Mr. Saleh laid the foundation stone during 
his first visit to the southeastern prorince of Hadramawt, 
the stronghold of his former areh foe. Ali Salem A1 Beidh. 
who made an abortive attempt to create an independent 
state in the south earlier this year. Mr. ^eh emeig^ 
victor of the two-month dvil war which ended on Julv 7. 
Mr. Beidh fled Mukalla and is believed to be in Oman. 
Yemen three other cement plants, all public seaor 
owned, with a combined capadty of 1.3 million tonnes. 

Suspects to go on trial for attack on Korean tourists 

CAIRO (AFP) — Eight suspected Islamic militants are to 
go on trial on Nov. 1 for a bomb attack on ^uth Korean 
grists last year, a semi-offidal newspaper said Satur^y. 
Tnree tourists were slightly injured when assailants threw a 
petrol bomb at their bus outside a hotel on a road leading 
to the Giza Pyramids on Feb. 4, 1995. The defendants are 
accuse of plomng to wreck the tourism industry, and 
illegal possession of fire-arms, ammunition and explosives, 
according to A1 Ahram A1 Misai. The charces are 
punishable by death or life imprisonment. 
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Jordan ahns basicaily to 
ensure cooperation among 
these countries for the sake 
«of enhancing die cause of 
peace niudi will eventually 
benefit the pec^le of the re- 
gion, improve their living 
conditions and secure 
proqierity for all, said Mnce 
Has^ at die meeting. 

The delegation, led by 
Serif Egeli, oo-chaiiman of 
the Ttirl^-Jordanian Busi- 
ness Coimdl has been con- 
dncting ratks with Jordanian 
offic^ and businessmen on 
means of promoting trade 
and economic cooperation 
between Jordan and Turkey. 

Mr. Egeli, who leads a 
70-member deie^iion from 
the Tnridsb business com- 
munity, earlier Sunday met 
Minister of Supply Adel 
Qudah and Chairman of the 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Assodation (JBA) Hamdi 
Tabbaa. ' 

- -Discussion* at the meetings- 
centred on prospects -of Jor- - 
.dan .inqxnting Turkish chick 
peas and lentils throu^ the 


Ministry of Supply. 

They also discussed the 
prospect of Jordan benefit- 
ting from Turkey's expertise 
in the procesring of olive ml. 

According to I^nister of 
Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif Sunday, Jord^ is this 
year expected to produce be- 
tween 14,000 and 15,000 ton- 
nes of olive oil. Uie minister 
said that this amount plus the 
remaining amounts of olive 
oil in store at the Nfinistry <rf 
Supply’s warehouses would 
be suffldent for the Jorda- 
nian market’s needs until Ae 
1995 season. 

According to Mr. Qudah 
Jordan has alr^dy estab- 
lished one factory for caTming 
olive oil. 

The Turkish delegation 
also met Sunday with 
Mohammad Murad, presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Con- 
tractors Assodation (JCA), 
and reviewed the existing 
cooperation between the two 
countries in the contracting 
business. 

The coming peace is ex-' 
pecied to open new scopes of 
cooperation among Middle 
East contractors, said Nfr. 
Murad. 

For his part Mr. EgeU said 
that Turkey welcomes the 
opportunity for "<xinti^ctors - 
from- both- eouiftties to j 
^embaric in joint ventures ; 
‘infrastructure and housing 
schemes. 


HONOURING SPECIAL 
SERVICE: His Royal 
EBghneffi Crown Prince 
Hassan Sunday presmits 
INrector of ttie British 
Iristitate of Arcbaeoloey 
and History hi Amman 
W ilKam fancastw witii 
A1 Istiklal Medal of the 
Third Order which was 
conferred npon Dr. Lan- 
caster by ^ Maje^ 
Kh^ Hnssein in ai^n^ 
dation of his 24 years of 
gcrvice in ardiaedogy. 
Mr. Lancaster has writ- 
ten scores of articles on 
Jmrian in international 

and pmiodi& 

ab (Petra photo) 



Professional association chiefs 
condemn peace agreements 


'AMMAN — The Coundl of 
Presidents of Jordanian Pro- 
fessional Associations Sun- 
day issued a statement conde- 
mning Arab-Israeli agree- 
ments which lead to norma- 
lisation of relations and uiged 
Parliament and the public to 
'.’’reject the agreements with 
.the Jewish state.’' 

It is regrettable to see Arab 
regimes beggii^ for a humi- 
liating peace with Israel by all 
means and under different 
names and giving one conces- 
Ision after another to the Jew- 
.ish state in exchange for false 
promises, said the statement, 
a copy of udiich was made 
.available to the Jordan 
Times. 

- Criticising the series of 
meetings and negotiations 
that were conducted since the 
convening of the Arab-braeli 


peace conference in Madrid, 
the statement said that “no- 
thing is being achieved to- 
wards the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 242; and the 
Jordanian-Israeli agreement, 
the Oslo accord and the 
Egyptian-lsraeli peace treaty 
were all poison harming the 
Arab nation.” 

The statement expressed 
regret that Tunisia, Morocco 
and Algeria are following suit 
and “making approaches to- 
wards Israel and begging for 
peace with the Jewish state 
under continued colonialist 
American pressure.” 

“Ihe nation that accepts 
humiliation will have its 
dignity impaired and lost 
eventually, resulting in the 
disinte^tion of the nation's 
culture and religious faith,” 


the statement said. 

“We condemn agreements 
concluded so far or to be 
concluded with Israel, and 
consider any member of the 
professional unions in Jordan 
who normalises relations with 
the enemy anywhere and 


al associations,” said the 
statement. 

It appealed to the Lower 
House of Parliament to stand 
firmly united in rejecting 
agreements with Israel, 
“come what may,*' and called 
on all public sectors to voice 
their rejection of any form of 
normalisation with the Jewish 
state, stressing that the solu- 
tion lies in the hands of toe 
masses and not with toe Arab 
regimes which rule over 
them. 


Anti-Israeli motive in attack on tourist 


AMMAN (R) — A Jorda- 
nian who stabbed an Amer- 
ican tourist four days bef^ a 
peace treaty with Israel is 
concluded was apparently 
angered because the man said 
he was from Israel, Jordanian 
officials said on Sunday. 

■ “He said he did not want to 
see a Jevrisfa tourist in Jnrdan 
and that is why he committed 
his act,” said an official. 

I official said security for tour- 
Bts was bdi^ stepped up. 
r Dave Freidman, 24, an 


American Jew living in Israel 
was stabbed in toe back on 
' Saturday b^ Raed Ismail, 27. 
Mr. Freidman, riding on a 
bus with his girlfriend, suf- 
fered only scratches from toe 
three blows and did not need 
hospitalisation. 

Mr. Freidman, who had 
indentified himself as Israeli, 
returned to Israel on Sunday,- 
The lone assailant, who 
told interrogators he acted on 
toe spur of the moment, was 
caught immediately after toe 


attack near the main inter- 
city taxi stand. 

The stabbing was toe first 
such reported inddent since 
several attacks on tourists fol- 
lowing toe killing of about ^ 
Arabs by an Israeli settler in 
Hebron in the occupied West 
Bank last February. 

Even Jordanians who sup- 
port toe peace treaty say they 
find it difficult to instantly 
ciiange their attitude toward 
Israel after decades of hostil- 
ity. 


of clear sighted vision for Petra region 

Petra National Trust management plan workshop begins 


m Rival mgluiess Cnnm Prince Hassan ojed by Joninnian BasinessiBCn’s Assodatnn 
nnday receives a visiting -Duldsh bnsiness President Hamdi lUibaa (Petra nboto) 
del^ation headed by Serif Egeli and accompa- 

Crown Prince talks of expected 
improvement in regional relations 

Prince Hassan receives visiting Turkish team 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Ministry of Supply, During toe meeting Prince 

Royal Highness Crown They also discussed toe Hassan noted that toe peace 
Kince Hassan reviewed with prospect of Jordan benefit- treaty with Israel, to be 
a visiting Turkish delegation ting from Turkey's expertise signed Wednesday, has 19 
ideas and plans for tfe de- in toe procesring of olive ml. agmments that are to be 
velopmCTt of toe Middle East According to Minister of ratified and implemented in 
r^ion in the new era of Agriculture Mansour Ben the next three, six and ninel 
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During toe meeting Prince 
Hassan noted that toe peace 
treaty with Israel, to be 
signed Wednesday, has 19 
agmments that are to be 
ratified and implement^ in 
the next three, six and ninel 
months. 

“So we are talking about 
economic cooperation, tra^, 
uivestment and bringLog the 
region into the world eco- 
nomy,’' said the Crown 
Prince. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of the supp or t of 
•“our friends in Ttiricey who 
have encouraged us for so 
many years to work single- 
tnindedly towards adiievnig 
oompiefaensive peace.” 

Hie comprehensiveness of 
this commitmrat was Ros- 
trated by Itekish President 
Suleiman Demirel who ex- 
press his support for Jor- 
dan in his telegram of conm- 
tulations to Majesty lung 
Hussein, said toe Crown 
Prince. 

“I would like to say we 
look forward to bring the 
Eastern Mediterranean re-, 
g^on, whidi politically we 
share with Turkey, being 
partners in the context of the 
pe^ tiTBa^,.,i]ntQ.^ 
ml! ^ efrectiye^par^ 
abfonly in 'Sie ' world' eco- 
nomy, but also in bmlduig a 
zone of security and stability 
for the Middle East.” 


By JenniCer Hamarneh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday inaugn- 
rated a workriiop in Petra 
designed to review a manage- 
ment plan for the Petra 
National Park and then takes 
steps to implement the plan. 

As patron and honorary 
chairperson of toe Petra 
National Trust (PNT), 
Queen Noor had, in 1990, 
rec^uested assistance ^m 
Uiuted Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cnltnral Oi^- 
nisation (UNESCO) Direct 
General Frederico Mayor in 
preparing toe mana^ment 
plan and outlining therein toe 
major problems “threatening, 
toe integrity” of tl& she. 

Tte Nabatean city of Petra 
was declared a World Herit- 
age Site in 1985, and as such 
is listed among aimroximate- 
.ly 300 rites vron^de. 

The Queen has always 
stressed toe necesrity for en- 
vironmentally resTOnsible 
tourism and for coU;^ ration 
to protetx and preserve rites 
of antiqnhy and natnral beau-* 

ty- 

In her address to the 
gathering of about 100 ex-' 
peris and other individuals 
representing narinnai and in- 


Queen said thm has been an 
increased focus on Jordan 
a^ its antiquities in the in- 
tenutiooal press as a resnh of 
the p ro g ress accomplished in 
the peace process and the 
antiapated dramatic rise in 
tourism to the Kingdom. 

She added that travellers 
have been advised to vish 
Jordan and see hs antiquities, 
eqiecially Petra, before they 
are rumi^. 

These perceptions, she 
said, are perfaafis relat^ tt> a 
lack of success to date to 
formulate a dear righted vi- 
rion for toe Petra re^on, 
adding that this b precisely 


Tbe ;UN^SpD..inisrik)nt to 
entire Petra region b^an in 


1992. Since then, toe team 
was able to evaluate toe prin- 
threats to toe area from 
a combination of cultural, 
sodo-economic and environ- 
mental factors, according to a 
PNT spokesperson. 

The* main problems, 
according to U?iOCO, are: 
management deficiency; 
hotel develoRnent (consi- 
dered to have tbe most se- 
rious impact on toe Petra 
National Park as some of 
these hotel projects have 
been carried out without an 
environmental impact assess- 
ment (ElA) and pose an ex- 
cessive negative vunal impact 
on tbe she and are locatra in 
toe catdunent area, above 
the line of the natural 
springs, impacting on tbe wa- 
ter resources of toe residents 
of tbe area between Wato 
Musa and Tayybeh); erosion; 
uncontrolled development of 
villages; too high concentra- 
tion of visitors; lack of con- 
trol of visitors drcnlation; 
spread of commercial activi- 
ties; antiquities at risk; quali- 
ty of restoration; sanitary 
facilities; information in 
general; and ticketing poli- 
des. 

The workshop ainis to look 
at toe management {rian sub- 
mitted Ity UNESCO and pre- 
sented by Said Zulficar, 
director of the Cultural 
Heritage Dhirion, UNESCO 
headquarters, and two other 
spedaUsts who asristed in hs 
preparation. 

Queen Noor said that in 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
speedi from the Throne, toe 
King anncNuiced that in view 
of toe tourist demand for 
Petra, a fai^ier committee for 
Permanent Tonrism. De- 
vek^mient has been set up 
and a regional planning coun- 
cil was also set up for the 
area, whh a membership that 
indudes all tbe parties con- 
cerned, indnding public and 
private seeton. 

PNT Prerident, fCs Royal 
Hj^jbness J?rinoe rRa'd. Bien 
.'Zeut spoke to -.the attendees 
of the urgency in tm- 





Her Majesty Queen No or Sun day arrives in Petra to i 
M a n a gemen t Fin (Photo by Ggwge CiysU) 


plementing a plan that will 
preserve and protect all that 
makes P^ra unique. 

“The major objective of 
our workshop then, is to 
address toe issues outiined in 
tbe Management Plau^ de- 
ckle on solutions to tbe prob- 
lems tfaer^ and set in mo- 
tion a sdid plan of actum that 
win work to rescue and sus- 
tain this most valuable gift of 
our national heritage,” said 
Prince Ra’d. . . ' 

hfinister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan also addressed • toe 
gathering sa^ng that . the 
. ministry has begun im- 
I^ementing carefully studied 
Nrides^aod <9>edfif 

>/:^/dcrign^tQ<adiieivetthe 
intricate .'Objective>jof ^eosiir- 


ing that toe expected boom in 
tourism development is 
undertaken in harmony with 
eadi particular rite's'distiii^ 
tiye diaracter. 

Dr. Zulficar nraed die tak- 
ing of a ddfinhe dedskm be- 
tween long-term cnltural 
idai^ and shoit-fenn eoo- 
ncmiic gamk He said time tile 
' status of Betra as. a World 
'Heritage Sto brings witii. ft 
fespfMfibDities and implica- 
tions lor Jorii^^ to con- 
serve and restore toe site, of 
^efa tiuty are toe custodians 
on'tehatf of toe internatitmR 
conimimity. 

'• Dr: Zulficar said-t “We do 

ifBOtwmberii from bar^inhers 

children.” .'.'"i: 


t the Petra National Trust 


Petra National Triist is a 
board of trustees detScated to 
tile iv^ervatkm Fetca by 
p f ote ct ii ^ tbe archaeological 
remaiiis and their eoviroo- 
ment, enfore^ strict emula- 
tions, the moan- 

meats in their natural setting, 
enhancing the Petra National 
Park in general and tbe Petra 
sanctuaries more spedfically, 
through a friendly, environ- 
mental, and cultnrad tourism. 

The'mana^Mnent plan was 
prepared by UNE^O in 
cooperation with Petra 
National Trust and toe Minis- 
try of Tourism. 

-The workriiop coiitioues 
today in Petra> then will 
move for ia'^ilSsroti on Tifis- 
' ^y.-jb'l^tiamP^t'tiie PNT 


Visiting Palestinian soci^ Scientists 
call for. strong Jordanian- Palestinian ties 


By Ramadan Rawashddi 

^redal to toe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five viriting 
Palestinian univerrity profes- 
sors have called for strong 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions, stressing that mutual 
coopmtion was vital to en- 
suring toe prosperity of both 
peoples. 

Speaking at a seminar Sun- 
day oiganired by toe Centre 
for Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan, Khalil 
AI Shaqaqi said the Palesti- 
nians can not be divorced 
from Jordan, which, he 
added, serves as tiie Palesti- 
nian people’s respite. Dr. 
Shaqaqi, who heads the 
Nabnis-oased Palestine Re- 
sear^ and Studies Centre, 
said toat toe best action to 
take is to bring about a 
Jordanian-Palestinian recon- 
ciliation toat would end com- 
petition. 

Mazen Abu Ahah, of AJ 
Najab University, also in tbe 
West Bank town of Nabhis, 
said that a confederation be- 
tween Jordan and Palestine 
serves as toe best formula for 
organising future relations 
between tbe two sides, pro- 
vided toat the Palestinians 
are not imrgtealised in Jor- 
dan's leading institutions and 
are e qual parteeis. 

Bfr !Seh University Frofes^ 
sor Ali Jirbawi said 
Jordanian-Palestinian rivalry 
enconragjed the braelis to 
adiieve their objectives in 


their separate negotiations 
with the Palestinians and 
Jordanians. He called for a 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship based on a strong 
foundation winch could be 
enhanced through a 
Jordanian-Palestinian treaty. 

Dr. Jirbawi said toat while 
Israel seeks to ensure secur- 
ity, which proved fragile in 
light of last week’s bomb 
blast in Tel Aviv, Jordan 
seeks to reaffirm its entity 
and so it seeks political 
goarantees. 

He said toe Palestinians on 
^ otiier band, feel they are 
weak, whh a feeble entity, 
but they seek to reassert toev 
national identity. 

Wito regard to the Oslo 
accord between tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and brael. Dr. Sha- 
qaqi said tbe Palestinians saw 
in h a means of ftilfilling their 
deshe to attain independ- 
ence. 

The Palestiniaiis feel toat 
tbe October 1991 Madrid 
conference gave Jordan an 
important basic role in 
the future entity of the 
Palestinians. 

The Oslo accord, he said, 
Was a way for the Palestinians 
to shake oft tbe Jortouiian 
role. 

Dr. Shaqaqi said tiiat PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat now 
faces a genuine crisis in the 
Gaza Strip and Jeridio in 
terms of security where he 
failed to contain toe ^amic 



Bir Zeh Unmrslty Professor Ali Jirbawi (3rd kR) « pro ftw er a Zted Abu Amr, KhaH Al 
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Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, and proved impotent 
in building an infrastructure 
for a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Arafat’s failure has 
resulted in Hamas winning 
over the street and has 
caused toe Palestinians to 
suspect the Palestinian lead- 
ership’s ability to .extend Its _ 
role to toe West Bulk, added 
Dr. Shaqaqi.. 

His colleague, lyad Bar- 
ghonti, said that toe Palestine 


National Authority (PNA), 
which emer;^d as an out- 
come of toe Oslo accord, 
failed to reflect the real au- 
thority of the Palestinian 
leadership to such a degree 
toat the Paleuinian pet^e in 
tile self-rale areas have be- 
come indifterent to who rules 

.over them in Israel, Jordan or 
others. ■ 

He said that under toe 
PNA several security services 
exist, each one oriented to- 


wards or working a gaimet the 
other. 

Dr. Ba^outi added that a 
democratic and prosperous 
Jordan could make Joidan 
toe model with which they 
would like to unite. But, he 
said, if Jordan Television 
(JTV) is one of the mechan- 
isms to achieve such a unity, 
he assured the audience toat 
at toe moment JTV has no 
aedibility on toe West Bank. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


SPANISH CULTURAL WEEK 

fr <q)anza InvldUe** radt concert at the 
Eahce of CuHure, E3ng Spwts 

City at 5:00 p.m. (an procteds to go to 
beiiA Noor Al Hnssdn Foundation). 


fr French fOm entitled “Le Flenve” at the 
French Ciritaral Centre at 8KI0 p.m. 

ITALIAN FILM FESTIVAL 

•ft FBm in Itafian (whh hi Ei^lirii) 

entitled *Dove Siete? lo Sono Qd** (Where 
Are Yon? Here 1 AnO at tile R^al Cuhnra] 
Centre at 5:00 pmi. 

fr FOm in Italian (with subtitles In fiiglish) 
entitled **Condoininio’* (CoDdoniiidDn)i) at 
the Rdyd CidtiBal Centre, d 8K)0 p.m. (aD 


proceeds to gu lu me uoiefit irf the Occupa- 
tional nur^ CoB^). 

VOCAL REOTAL 

fr A vocal recital of frik,qtiritiial and Amo^ 
lean Theatre songs at the Marriott Hold at 
8:00 p.m. 


fr Lectare in Arabic entitled **Tbe Fbtnre of 
Democracy in the Arab WoiM** by Mr. . 
lyad Qatten at Abdoi Shmran- 

Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

fr ExhiUtioooftextaesartistyandintchwwk 
by Thnlikki WoiMnHfai m the Gallery lo^ 


cated at «iie Jordan Intar.Continental 
Hotel. 

* Two edub^: PiUntfaijs by Italian pain- 

- ““ MMumenls” 
at tbe Royal Ciiltiiral Centn. 

* Fiintings of boqi artist Jab- 
bar Mejbei at Alia Art ClaOety. 

* Art^biUlta by Ahmad Snbaih at Bated- 
na. Art GaUery. 

* ^bibitiM of art by Sanaa' Hindi entitled 

Leaves at Otfsli Art Gafloy. 

* Edmiition entitled “S|unish Modem En- 

^ Moiliplied Scnlptare" at the 
J^anN^al GnBery, Jalnd Lnweibdeh 

* EriiiMaon in the 
Arab WoiM at Ain Art Gallery. 
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Sift in French ruling coalition 
threatens presidential hopes 


PARIS (AFP) — Cracks in 
France's ruling conservative 
coalition have begun to 
j^riden alanninglv as uie race 
for the French president 
shifts into gear, pitting the 
fiat's leading li^is embar^ 
rassingly against eachother. 

.'Worse still for the con- 
servatives, the in-fighting 
threatens to let the left — is 
the form of Socialist outgoing 
European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Delors — into 
the presidential Elysee 
Palace almost by default. 

Six months tefore ballots 
in which the right hopes to 
teize back the top job in 
French politics after 14 years 
of Socialist tensure, the two 
main rightw-ing candidates 
hsore rarely seemed further 
apart. 

Only last year Prime Minis- 
ter Edoua^ Bahadur and 
Rally for the Republic (RPR) 
leader Jacques Chirac were 
the heroes of the right's his- 
toric landslide in legislative 
elections. 

'Their fortunes were 
crowned when opinion polls 
indicated the right was in a 
strong position to add the 


presidency to the pre- 
miership, ending the frusn- 
tions of ''cohabitation” with 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

But amid increaangly open 
campaigning by their suppor- 
ters for the April and May 
presidential ballots, Mr. Bal- 
ladnr and Mr. Qtixac have 
recently been barely able to 
conceal their political amtn- 
tions. 

Divisions have become ob- 
vious among lawmakers, who 
have fonned clear camps 
within the ruling coalition, 
comprising the RPR and die 
Union for French Democracy 
(UDF), the junior partner. 

The bidtering came to a 
head last week in a public 
spat between Interior NGnis- 
ter Charles Pasqua and Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe, in 
whidi Mr. Juppe was accused 
for backing A&. Chirac 

Although neither Mr. Bal- 
ladur nor Mr. Chirac has 
ofSdally declared his pies- 
identiai Candida^, the pre- 
mier was forced to call a 
political mice, warning tiiat 
continued in-tigfating could 
“paralyse,” the government. 


Zn the letter to Mr. Chirac 
and former president of UDF 
leader Valery Giscard D'Es- 
taing. he said: 'Things can- 
not continue in the wray they 
have been going for the past 
few weeks without calling 
into question the majori^s 
reputation. 

“We most seek ways of 
boosting coheaon in the con- 
text of the p^dential elec- 
tion,” he said, adding that 
the two men could not “re- 
main indifferent” to the 
“spectade” of the public in- 
fi^ting. 

The expc»ure of political 
dirty linen in public should 
have ended there. But the 
extent of the rifts involved 
became dear in the replies to 
ins letter. 

Zn what looked like a som- 
mons, Mr. Chirac said in a 
letter be needed to organise a 
meeting of RPR leaders, in- 
clnding Mr. Balladur, “at a 
date convenient to you,” be- 
fore any “tete-a-tete” meet- 
ing with the prime minister. 

Mr. Giscard D'Estaing, 
who is in de facto alliance 
whh Mr. Chirac to counter 
efforts by UDF members to 


oust him, said be was post- 
poning a reply to Mr. Baha- 
dur's letter, in what was seen 
as another snub. 

The squabbles have done 
no good to the right's for- 
tunes. in opinion polls, which 
indicme that French people 
are increasingly doubtfol that 
a ri^twine candidate will win 
the presidential ballots. 

One last week said only 30 
per cent of French people 
now consider a rightwing ric- 
tc^ to be certain, compared 
with 46 per cent a year aw. 
Today 59 per cent consider 
the race 0{^, nearly double 
the figure of 35 per cent a 
year ago. 

The drop comes andd a 
steady increase in support for 
Mr. I^lors, who stan^ down 
as European Commission 
president at the end of the 
year and who is thought like- 
ly to stand for the F^ncb 
presidency. 

Recent opinion polls have 
shown that Mr. Delors was 
either ninning neck-and-neck 
with Mr. Balladur or bard on 
his heels if the second round 
of the presidentials were to 
be held now. 


Russian secret service agents take 
sacked Azeri premier to Russia 


MOSCOW [ AF?\ — Russian 
secret service agents have spi- 
rited sacked .■^eri Premier 
Surat Gu5seino\' and Defence 
Minister Raguim Gaziev out 
of Azerbaijan to Russia, the 
.Azeri News Agencj' Turan 
reported Saturday. 

♦President Geidar .Aliyev 
fired .Mr. Gusscinov on Oct. 

accusing him of masier- 
nunding a failed coup at the 
sCirt of the month. 

;Mr. Gaziev was one of four 
fonner .Azeri officials who 
broke out of jail in the capital 
Kiiku last month. 

■Sources cited by Turan said 
he* had taken refuge in a 
Rbssian radar sta*tion at 
Crabala in .Azerbaijan. .^Xl 
kfipmetres ilSO miles) norJh- 
wcst of Baku, where Mr. 
Giussesnov joined him on 
Oct. 

Russia's reported aid for 
their escape would lend 
weight- to the <Azeri govern- 
ment'.« claim that .Vfcscow 
had played some role in tiie 


recent coup anempt. which 
came after Azerbaijan's rign- 
ing on Sept. 20 of a contract 
with a consortium of eight 
foreign companies to exploit 
oilfields in the Caspian Sea. 

The Russian Foreign 
Ministry denounced the ^ 
billion contract. e%*en though 
one of the companies in- 
volved was the Russian firm 
Lukoil. 

Observers said the unrest 
had been stirred up by Russia 
to try to wreck a contract 
undermining Moscow's tradi- 
tional influence in the region. 

The immediate cause of 
the crisis was the assassina- 
tion on ^pt. 29 of the deputy- 
speaker of parliament and 
the head of Mr. Aliyev's per- 
sonal intelligence apparatus 
and the jailbreak by Aliyev 
opponents. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Rovshan Dzhavadov led 
some 200 troops backed by at 
least five tanks and other 
armoured vehicles in an up- 


rising in Baku. 

Mr. Aliyev, who cut short 
a trip to the United Nations 
in New York to deal with the 
crisis, said Mr. Gusseinov 
was in league with former 
President Ayaz Mutalibov, in 
exile in Moscow, to plot his 
overthrow. 

Mr. Mutalibov is regarded 
by diplomatic and Azeri poli- 
tic] observers as the man 
Russia would most like to see 
in power. 

Mr. Gusseinov. the former 
director of a textile factory, 
led troops from his stron- 
ghold in the country's second 
aty, Gyandzha. to take pow- 
er' in Baku in a bloodless 
coup in 1993. 

Mr. Aliyev came to power 
on the back of the coup, and 
while he ostensibly gave Mr. 
Gusseinov the post of prime ■ 
minister with responsibility* 
for the security ministries,' 
Mr. Gusseinov' was swiftly 
sidelined bv Mr. Alivev. 


Sole survivor of Midway attack dead at 77 


.ATLANTA tR) — An 
.American World War II 
aviator who became a nation- 
al hero os the only member of 
his squadron to survive a 
famous attack on Japanese 
warships during the Battle of 
Midway has died at age 77. 

.George Gay Jr. died Fri- 
day of a heart attack in an 
Atlanta hospital, his family 
members said. 

Mr. Gay, of Marietta, 
Georgia, earned his place in 
history by bobbing up and 
down in the ocean for 30 
hours as the battle — which 
became the turning point of 
the war in the Pacific — 
raged around him. 

.At the time. Mr. Gay was a 
25-year-old naval pilot with 
Torpedo Squadron S, which 
joined other planes in attack- 
ing, a Japanese aircraft carrier 
task force near Midway Is- 
land on June 4. 1942. 

Of the squadron's 30 men. 
Gay was the only one to 


sunive the assault. 

Wounded, and wearing a 
lifejadwt. he watched Amer- 
ican dive bombers descend 
ffom the skies to anack the 
Japanese. 

The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution newspaper 
quoted him as saying he 
found himself “cheering and 
hollering with every hit” as 
he floated in the ocean. 

Despite the fote of Gay's 
squadron, Japan's Imperial 
b^vy lost three carriers in the 
battle and never fully reco- 
vered. 

His daughter, Sandra 
Heimbach, told Reuters that 
Mr. Gay will be cremated 
and that, at bis owm request, 
his ashes will be spread over 
the Midway battle site so he 
can rest in peace with “his 
buddies.” 

“My father always main- 
tained that he was not a hero, 
but that the men who died at 
Midway were the heroes.” 


Mr. Heimbach said. 

Following the battle, fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz 
made Mr. Gay his spokesman 
in spreading his firsthand 
account of the Midway vic- 
tory back in the United 
States. 

He appeared on the cover 
of Life magazine's Aug. 13. 
1942, issue and on radio 
shows including Nelson Eddy 
and Don McNeil's Breakfast 
Qub. 

After Worid War II, Mr. 
Gay was discharged as a 
lieutenant and worked as a 
TWA pilot for 30 years, 
flying worldwide routes from 
1947 until he retired at the 
age of 60 in 1977. 

He also made about one 
speech a month to civic 
groups around the country, 
retelling his Midway experi- 
ences and calling for greater 
U.S. military preparedness. 
He accepted only his ex- 
penses as payment. 


Charles had ‘3 affairs with Camilla’ 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles had three separate 
affairs with Camilla Parker 
Bowles, two before he mar- 
ried ETincess Diana and the 
third when he felt his mar- 
riage had broken down for 
good, the prince's authorised 
biography said Sunday. 

In the latest episode of 
Britain's royal soap opera, 
excerpts from the biography 
published in. the Sunday 
Times also said he initiated 
the separation from Princess 
Diana after he felt he was 
being effectively denied ac- 
cess to their two sons. 

“Prince had three separate 
love affairs with Parker 
Bowles,” read a front-page 
headline in the newspaper's 
fii^t edition, held back from 
newsstands for nearly three 
hours to prevent rival news- 
papers coming up with spoil- 
ing stories. 

The extracts tell how 
Prince Charles first had an 
affair with Mrs. Parker 
Bowles — then Camilla 
Shand — in 1972. when he 
was a young naval officer. 
The second relationship with 
Camilla, now married to 
Andrew Parker Bowles, was 
in .the late 1970s and end^ 
jusi before his marriage in 
19S.1 to Lady Diana Spencer. 

hince Charles turned to 
his old flame again at the end 
of 1986 or early in 1987. after 
he felt his marriage to Prin- 
cess Diana had irretriev'ably 


broken down, the extracts of 
the tx>ok by respected jour- 
nalist and broadcaster 
Jonathan Dimbleby said. 

“That they loved each 
other was not in any doubt: 
In Camilla Parker Bowles, 
the prince found the warmth, 
the understanding and the 
steadiness for which he had 
always longed and had never 
been able to find with any 
other person,” Mr. Dimbleby 
wrote. 

“Their relationship... was 
later to be portrayed merely 
as a tawdry affair,” he wrote. 
“For the prince, however, it 
was a vital source of strength 
to a man who had been sad- 
dened beyond words by a 
failure for which he invari- 
ably blamed himself.” 

The biography also said 
Prince Charles intends to cre- 
ate a new royal House of 
Mountbatten-Windsor after 
he is crowned king ending the 
exclusive use of the Windsor 
name, established in 1917 by 
King George V, Queen Eli- 
zabeth II's grandfather. 

The Sunday Times, which 
said Prince Charles had 
checked Mr. Dimbleby's 
manuscript for factual 
accuracy, said the move was 
intended as a tribute to Lord 
Mountbatten, the prince's 
mentor who was killed by an 
bomb 15 years ago. 
Other Sunday newspapers 
also, punished various royal 
“scoops,” mostly unsourced. 


ranging from the Mail On 
Sunday's report claiming 
Prince Charles believed his 
parents did not trust him to 
be king to the News Of The 
World's five pages of photos 
of the couple frolicking on a 
Caribbean beach in 1982. 

It branded him “the liar 
king,” saying the photos gave 
the lie to his revelation in last 
Sunday's excerpts of the 
biography that he never 
lov^ Princess Diana and 
was forced into marrying her 
by his domineering father. 
Prince Philip. 

Prince Charles Princess Di- 
ana had two sons but the 
marriage foundered and they 
formally separated in Decem- 
ber 1992. 

But the couple took the 
unusual step last week of 
denying, through their 
lawyers, that they were plan- 
ning to divorce. The denial 
was prompted by a French 
magazine report that they 
had agreed a S24.5 million 
divorce settlement. 

The Sunday Telegraph said 
Prince Charles had told 
friends he now regretted his 
decision to help Mr. Dimb- 
leby with the biography, 
apparently concerned that 
views expressed by other 
people in the book were mis- 
taken for his own — especial- 
ly those concerning his rela- 
tionship with his parents and 
Princess Diana. 


Greece 

holds 

runoff 

local 

elections 

ATHENS (AFP) — Greeks 
voted in runoff 1<^ elections 
Sunday, a week after the first 
round was marred by unpre- 
cedented chaos but the in- 
terior minister said there 
were “no problems” this 
time. 

The Greek government put 
offidols on alert and ordered 
military helicopters on stand- 
by as election supervisors 
were told to fulfill their duties 
“as an absolute priority.” 

In the first rou^ of voting 
last Sunt^y 2,000 of them, 
n^mnly lawyers, had failed to 
sow up claiming they were 
underpaid. 

Their absence caused 83 
booths in Athens and Piraeus 
to remain closed while 1,000 
opened late and 18,000 elec- 
tors had to wait until 
Wednesday to cast their vote. 

On Sunday polling booths 
opened at sunrise, or 6:41 • 
a.m. (0441 GMT) and were 
closed at sunset, or 5:37 p.m. 
(15:37 GMT). 

Interior Minister Costas 
Skandalidis said in the morn- 
ing “no problems” had been 
reported so far. 

The Interior Ministry 
appointed 700 temporary 
election supervisors and a 
further 3,0(K) citizens to en- 
sure that votes get cast. 
Around 20 police vehkies 
have been mobilised for their 
transportation. 

Mi^ election supervisors 
were at their posts Sunday. 



Mother of a sdiool girt Lee Ji-Hyon who 
was Oed in Friday's bridge collapse we^ 
before her daughter for cremation 

whh her portrait and a <M1 on Sunday. 


Funerals are bdi^ hdd for 18 of the 32 victiins 
killed in the morning rush-hour a ccide nt 
where the bridge over the Han River coOapscd 
(AFP photo) 


5 officials arrested in probe 
into Seoul bridge collapse 


SEOUL (AFP) — Five muni- 
cipal officials were arrested 
Sunday in an extenrive probe 
into Friday’s disastrous rush- 
hour bridge coll^jse here as 
navy frogmen scoured the 
muddy bed of the Han River 
for missing bodies and Seoul 
buried its dead. 

Prosecutors said five em- 
ployees in the capital's bridge 
management department 
were arrested early Sunday 
and charged with negligence. 
Six others were under inves- 


The probe has widened to 
investi^te cheating and sub- 
standa^ engineering in the 
construction of major bridges 
across the country under 
orders by President Kim 
Young’Sam, whose image as 
a corruption buster was 
seriously undermined by the 
disaster. 

The morning collapse of 
the 15-year-old bridge, used 
daily by tens of thousands of 
city commuters, left 32 peo- 
ple' dead, nine of them girls 
on their way to school, and 17 


others injured. 

On Sunday, funeral ser- 
vices for the victims were 
held in hospitals and at the 
Muhak Girls' High School, 
eight of whose students died. 

Some 500 police and navy 
officers, belp^ by helicopter 
and patrol craft, were mobil- 
ised in a massive dragging 
and salvage operation dowi^ 
•river of the bridge for the 
third straight day. but no 
more bodies had been found 
as of mid-Sunday. 

In a soap order Saturday. 
Mr. Kim called for thorou^ 
checks of all bridges and tun- 
nels across South Korea, 
promising to blackball any 
building contractor found 
guilty of substandard con- 
struction. 

Mr. Kim also fired Seoul 
Mayor Lee Won-Jong, a 
long-time confidant, but the 
saclang failed to calm public 
anger as reports poured in of 
negligence, deriliction of 
duty, unchecked overloading 
and' slipshod maintenance. 

Investigators said construc- 


tion firms and subcontractors 
had in some cases skimmed 
as much as 70 per cent of 
projea bidding prices. 

Prosecutors said Sunday 
that their investigation had 
been expanded into Dong- 
Ah Construction Co., the 
builder of the collapsed 
bridge. 

Dong- Ah, a leading South 
Korean construction com- 
pany which has l^e over- 
seas orders, hiduding a huge 
Libyan river project, initially 
attempted to shift responsi- 
bility to Seoul dty offidals. 

But the company, which 
built three of IS bridges 
across the Han, ran a three- 
column “apology to the na- 
tion” in all the dty's major 
newspapers Saturday and 
Sunday, {ried^ng never to 
allow another collapse. 

Meanwhile, reports of 
cracks and rusting pylons on 
other bridges across the Han 
drove many commuters to 
abandon their cars in favour 
of the subway. 


U.S. floodwaters recede but toll rises 


HOUSTON (R)-—Floodwa- night after slipping into a 
ters receded under clearing storm drain, 
skies .Satu;<^y ip most of The body of a 37ryear-old 
southeastern Texas, but au- woman was also found Satur- 
thoriries were battling a ma- day..in the Dallas area where 
jor oil spill from three pipe- she was reported missing Fri- 
line ruptures near Houston day night after* being swept 


caused by this week’s flood- 
ing that daimed at least 19 
lives. 

Federal authorities said 
Saturday that up fo l.S mil- 
lion gallons (5,678.100 litres) 
of heating oil. crude oil and 
gasoline may have leaked 


away by floodwaters. 

Ilie storm dropped up to 
three inches (7.5-^) of rain 
in the Dallas region Friday, 
causing street flooding and 
minor property damage from 
hailstones estimated to be 
two-inches (5-cm) wide. 


from three of seven dam^ecF — The system moved south, 
pipelines in the San Jacinto dropping more rain overnight 
River. on waterlogged sou±eastem 

The death toll from the Texas, inundated by more 
floods in southeastern Texas • than 20 inches (50^) of 
reached 19 as four-year-old.. rainfall earlier this week that 
Gerald Baker was found drove an estimated 12,000 


drowned in a l^t-flowing 
creek in Fort Bend County 
southwest of Houston. 

Flash flooding also struck 
250 miles (4(X)-lcni) north in 
the Dallas area where author- 
ities said an 11-year-old boy 
in Balch Springs died Friday 


peo^e from their homes. 

President Bill Clinton has 
so far named 33 southeastern 
Texas counties as official dis- 
aster areas. 

The weather was clearing 
on Saturday and Weather 
Research Centre meteorolog- 


ist Karen Bieszke said: “It 
looks like irshould be a clear 
weekend.” . ■ 

In the flooded San Jacinto 
River near Houston, the 
coast guard said perhaps up 
to 210,000 gallons (800.000 
Utres) of crude oil could 
escape from the damaged 
section of the Texaco Pipe- 
line. 

Four other pipelines were 
either carrying natural gas or 
hazardous materials that 
were removed before the 
ruptures. 

“We are categorising this 
as a major spill,” Coast 
Guard Captain Richard Ford 
told a news conference. 

The Texaco Pipeline was 
adjacent to two Colonial 
Pi^line Company fuel pipe- 
lines that ruptured Thursday, 
creating a spectacular blaze 
in which more than 100 peo- 
ple were treated for minor 
injuries or respiratory prob- 
lems. 


Clinton spotlights crackdown on guns in schools 


BELMONT, California (R) 
— With public concern over 
rising crime dominating con- 
gressional elections. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton kicked off a 
campaign swing Saturday by 
calling attention to a govern- 
ment crackdown on gun- 
toting school children. 

At Carlmont High School 
near San Francisco. Mr. Clin- 
ton signed a memorandum 
directing the U.S. Education 
Department to strictly en- 
force a new law requiring 
school districts — as a condi- 
tion for receiving federal 
funds — to expel for at least 
one year any student who 
brin^ a gun to school. 

“You would rrot believe 
the letters I get from children 
of ail ages begging me to do 
something about the violence 
that terrorises their lives,” 
said Mr. Clintin, who is 
trying to counter Republican 
efforts to take over the Sen- 
ate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in the Nov. 8 polls 

“We cannot operate in a 
country where children are 
afraid and cannot feel, much 
less think,” Mr. Clinton said, 
in his remarks at the high 
school. 

Directly addressing young 
people in the audience. Mr. 
Clinton said his administra- 
tion had “done some tough 
things to try to give you a 
bright future, and we're not 
ashamed of them.” 

“If we can think of other 
things to do. we will do them 
as well. But in the end, what 
you do inside is even more 
important. You must say no 
to guns, no to gangs, no to 
drugs, yes to- education, yes 
to hope, yes to your own 
future.” 


While Mr. Clinton did not 
have to sign the memoran- 
dum to put the ban on guns in 
schools into effea, the action 
served to dramatise his 
efforts to reduce crime, 
which most voters regard as 
America's number one prob- 
lem. 

TTie new law was co- 
sponsored by Senator Diane 
Feinstein, a California 
Democrat flghting to retain 
her Senate seat against a 
strong challenge from Re- 
publican Michael Huffington. 

Ms. Feinstein said 135,000 
guns are brought into Amer- 
ica's schools every day. She 
added that since Los Angeles 
adopted a zero tolerance 
policy in 1993, it has seen a 27 
per cent decrease in gun pos- 
session by student and a 34 
per cent decrease in gun- 
related violence. . 

Mr. Qinton was due to 
speak at a fundraising dinner 
for Kathleen Brown. Demo- 
cratic candidate for Califor- 
nia governor. He is also si±e- 
duled to visit Washington 
state and Ohio during his 
three-day campaign swing. 

Ms. Brown trails Republi- 
can governor Pete Wilron in 
pre-election opinion polls, 
and Republican sources said 
Mr. Wilson was so confident 
of victory that he was begin- 
ning to share his campaign 
funds with other Republican 
candidates. 

Thirty-five of the 1(X) Sen- 
ate seats and all 435 seats in 
the House of Representatives 
are up for grabs in the up- 
coming election, as are 36 
state governorships. Mr. 
Qinton is trying to hold off a 
Republican bid to take over 
the Senate and House for the 
first time in 40 years. 


Republicans could take 
control of the Senate by mak- 
ing a net gain of seven more 
seats among the 35 seats at 
stake in the voting. Demo- 
crats now have a 56^ major- 
ity. 

The opposition party could 
also end four decades of 
Democratic dominance in the 
House by gaining 40 seats, 
llie current lineup is 256 
Democrats, 178 Republicans 
and one independent. 

Before leaving Washing- 
ton, Mr. Clinton said in his 
weekly radio speech that Re- 
publicans were trying to re- 
turn America to their failed 
policies of the past with 
promises to cut taxes and 
government spending. 

“They'd give a S200 billion 
tax cut to the wealthiest 
Americans. They would ex- 
plode the deficit. That would 
mean cutting many of the 
education reforms we've 
worked so hard to pass, along 
with Medicare (health care 
for the elderly) and other 
programmes.” he said. 

A measure seeking to end 
social benefits for illegal 
aliens and deny their U.S.- 
born children citizenship is 
drawing solid support in Cali- 
fornia, as many voters blame 
immigitmts for the state's 
economic woes. 

Governor Pete Wilson, a 
Republican focing a tough 
challenge in the race to the 
Nov. 8 election, propelled 
the immigration issue to the 
national level, suing the 
federal government for 
education and health care ex- 
penses incurred by illegal 
aliens and their fomilies. 

Now he is pushing a mea- 
sure that would bar un- 


documented immigrants from 
receiving government aid and 
calling for a constitutional 
amendment that would deny 
their U.S.-born children the 
automatic citizenship they 
now receive. 

The latest polls show that 
state Proposition 187 is back- 
ed by two-to-one in Califor- 
nia, where the demise of the 
defence industry and a lag 
behind the U.S. economic 
rebound has boosted unem- 
ployment from 5.4 per cent to 
8.3 per cent in the past four 
years. 

President Bill Qinton, who 
was here Saturday campaign- 
ing for Mr. Wilson's Demo- 
cratic opponent Brown, has 
rejected the measure as 
“plainly unconstitutional.” 
and charged it would cause 
the troubled state even more 
problems. 

“If you don't give the chil- 
dren health care, you can 
create health risks for the 
society* generally,” he said at 
a White House new^ confer- 
ence Friday. “If you don't 
give the children education 
and they're still in the coun- 
try and you can't get them 
out. they’ll be on the street 
and then the increased risks 
of crime and other antisocial 
behaviour will go up.” 

Other California Demo- 
crats have condemned the 
bill, including Senator Di- 
anne Feinstein. who is run- 
ning one of the closest — and 
most expensive — races in 
the Nov. 8 mid-term elec- 
tions. 

“I know this could cost me 
votes, quite possibly even the 
election, but I simply do not 
believe it will work.” she said 
this week. 


Bride wiflbetoo;,, 
preciowtobe . 'c 
leftalone - . ?/ 

SINGAPORE (APj — 
amnnds an focenr. Or 
least for 8 day. WbeaodAwi- . 
ty TV acxoxs Yai« Tifim^'-. 
and Li Kaaxi^ m waMm,- 
Nov. 11. the bnd^ llniiffiia" . 
off-white wedcSag 
be stodded whh mat 5^-- 
dxamMds wor th abooC 2 .. 

lion Sn^apore ddtais 
mOBoD}. “1 wnB have to lee^ - 
lookii^ at the fkior to mrieej:: 
sure none of the ifiamnatte 
drop off,” said li, aAo tas 
been vo^ die aaost popi dat 
male actor dizee times. Ute 
jew^ win be loaDed bar *. 
local shop, which also is ffv- 
ii^ the Mide — for a dqr-^ 
rabies, sapphires, soft sea. 
pearls and aqaamarine 
pearls, the taUoia New Paper 
reported Saturday. I n s ur a nc e 
is expected to nis hno tens of 
of doQais. Some 
1,200 people are etpected at 
the wedding and receptaon. 
Singapore Television’s 
CtnMse drama rfivisioa will 

g fOp an •fifawrng that ni^t SO 

all staffers can attend the 
Ottering wedding. The bride 
win wear seven other o u t fi ts 
t h?t day. iodiKfizig a goM- 
cokMised twhikKiT and a fire- 
en^ne-red long gown. One 
of Mb. li's jad^ wiU be 
studded vath 36 diamonds, 
tbc New Paper said. 

Man hits 
lottery jackpot 

ELIZABETHTOWN, Pa. 
(AP) — What could have 
been worst day of a man’s 
turned out to be one of his 
luckiest. Ted Yackera 
learned Sept. 13 that he 
have cancer. Hours la- 
ter, he won $9 million in 
Pennsytvama's wild card lot- 
to. "I went through a lot that 
week,” Mr. Yactoa said OS 
extensive tests before his doc- 
tor dedaxed him cancer free. 
“Ato the cancer scare, 1 was 
feetmg great, but after the 
lottery I was reaUy trying to 
bold ft together.” Mr. Yadc- 
era, 34, pidted op a check for 
5305,000, Hoc first ittstallment 
of the jadqiot. *Tm a very 
lucky man and I thank God 
for everyth^ that's hap- 
pened.” His hnmediate plans 
include a trip to Disney 
Worid and ea^ retkemem 
from Im job as a sdiool dis- 
trict business manner. After 
that, be mi^ build a pinball 
arcade or open a McDonald’s 
franchise. 

Hard campaign 
leads to desired 
result -—defeat 

JimEAU, Alaska (AP) — 
Nominated for a dty council 
seat against her will, Elaine 
Price waged a campaign 
against be^lf — sncoessful- 
ly. She lost “I pot tq) signs, 
’don’t vote for Elaine Price.* 

I told everyone who came in 
(her store), ’don’t vote for 
me,”' said Ms. Price, a liquor 
store owner who lives in 
Coffman Cove, population 
243, on sontiieast Alaska’s 
Prince of Wales Island. Her 
problem began with the 
municipal election on Oct. 4. 
According to Coffinan Cove 
City derk hC^ile P^, no 
one filed for the coondl seat, 
and none of the write-in 
candidates received the 
necessary 40 per cent of the 
vote. C^Iinie Hod^ just 
missed. She got 14 votes, or 
^ per cent me votexs wrote 
in Ms. Price’s name. Under 
dty law. the top two vote- 
gCtters. wflling or not, have a 
runoff. That left Ms. Price 
steamed. “I felt like I had a 
ri^t to say adi^er 1 wanted 
to be a candidate,” Ms. Price 
said. Not really, said the state 
attorney general's office, 
which advised the dty derk 
to keep \fe. Price's name on 
the ballot. Ms. Price, who 
had already served three 
years on the council and four 
years on the southeast island 
school board, said: “1 felt I 
had done my share.” 

Bus drivers get 
rubber gloves 
against AIDS 

fort Lauderdale. 

n<mda (AFP) — Bus ^vers 
m Broward County. Florida 
have been issued anth rubber 
gloves after wwnplaiti fjig that 
th^ are scared of *-atr»h;ng 
AIDS from dirty tickets. 
Several of the country's 400 
drivers said they had been 
obliged to handle tickets 
soii^ with blood or ocher 
body secretions whidi mi^t 
^^ contaminated with the 
HIV believed to 8C- 

quxred immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). “Some 
Pf^l® lia^'e the transfers in 
Jeir mouths, they have them 
TOwn then pants or in fteir 
Yon dOT’t want to rhmif 
^ere they-ve bad tbem” 
said driver Tillman. The com- 
ply which issued the gloves 
rnday said drivers could use 
them at their own d^scieticKi. 







World News 



A man f^ts with a boy after the boy tried to cut to 
the front of the line of people waiting for water in 
PMt<au>Prince. Many Haitians have to wait in line for 


water due to inadequate facilities and inadequate 
distribotion of water (AFP photo) 


Human rights observers return to Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
International Human rights 
monitors ejqpeUed from Haiti 
in July by the military gov- 
ernment returned Saturday 
to investigate violations 
throughout the country, a 
spoke^an said. 

Haiti's greatly weakened 
army has said it will search 
the homes of people sus- 
pect of having ill^al arms 
beginning next week and 
warned suspects to turn in 
their firearms or free arrest. 

Some 13 observers and 
four administrative staff from 
the rights misrion left the 
nei^bouring Dominican Re- 
public by car Saturday morn- 
ing and arrived in the ffridan 
capital on Saturday after- 
noon, said deputy head of die 
missiOD Tiebrie Drame. 

He said it was hoped even- 
tually to increase the number 
of ri^ts monitors throughout ' 
Hain to about 300. 

Mr. Drame said the 
United Nations/Organisatiou 
of American States mission 
would begin investigating hu- 


man rights violatiiMis widiin 
10 days. 

About 100 observers and 
staff members fled to the 
Dominican Republic in July 
after being ex^Ued by the 
military regime is control at 
die time. 

The climate for the mis- 
sion's return was created by 
the arrival of 15,000 Amer- 
ican soldiers in Haiti to insure 
a peaceful transirion to 
democracy and the resigna- 
tion of the generals who led a 
militaiy coup in 1991. 

The transition was com- 
pleted last week with the 
return to power of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Presidential aides said Mr. 
Aristide met business and 
political figures at the oaiion- 
m palace on Saturday morn- 
ing to review the week's 
■ events and prepare for' die 
coming week. 

Political experts have said 
it was important for Mr. Aris- 
tide to name a new prime 
minister quickly to succeed 


caretaker Prime Minister 
Robert Malval to demons- 
trate that he is capable of 
taking decisive action and is 
beginning to address the issue 
of Haiti's recovery. 

Haiti’s army, now pur]^d 
of most of the anti-Aristide 
top ranks, in a statement 
Friday urged people with 
illegal arms to tom them in. 

It said the homes of people 
suspected of bolding itiegai 
weapons would be searched 
from next week and violators 
would be arrested. 

The last contingent of 
nearly 1,(KX) Bangladtthi sol- 
diers flew Saturday to Haiti 
to join a fflultuiatioaal force 
assigned to keep the peace in 
the Caribbean nation. 

About 330 Bangladeshis 
flew each day Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday, said army 
Maj. Steve- Panton, spokes- 
man for a U.S. mam 
provided refresher training. 
Another 136 peacekeepers 
from Guatemala are to fly 
Monday to Haiti. 


Besides the Bangladeshis, 
there are 266 peacekeepers 
from six Caribbean countries 
deployed in Haiti, where they 
help control crowds, adminis- 
ter first aid and maintain 
order. 

About 17,000 U.S. troops 
are. now in Haiti,, sent to 
usher out coup leaders and 
help in last weekend’s return 
of Mr. Aristide. 

Also deployed in Haiti af- 
ter training in Puerto Rico 
are 594 pohee monitors from 
IS countries, said another 
spokesman. Marine Maj. 
John Kayser. 

The monitors supervise 
Haiti’s poUce and will over- 
see the transition to a 
dvilian-Ied force. 

The Haitian police must be 
purged of numbers guilty of 
human rights violations 
nnder the three-year-regiaie 
of the ^up lexers. Jhe first 
class of 375 policemen' 
deaied via this review pro- 
cess will begin retraining at a 
new police academy Monday. 


16 tanker crew feared dead after Philippine typhoon 


MANILA (R) — Sixteen 
'crewmen from an oil tanker 
which broke in two and sank 
west of the Philippines after 
being battered by typhoon 
Teresa have not been found 
and are feared dead, rescue 
officials said on Sunday. 

Twenty crewmen of the 
38, 263- tonne Maltese- 
registered tanker Thanassis 
were picked up by rescue 
ships in the South China Sea. 
a Coast Guard offidal said by 
phone. One crewman earlier 
reported floating in the water 
d»d was rescued alive. 

“The 16 remain un- 
accounted for. Their chances 
for surviving are decreasing. 
We just don't know." one 
rescue offidal said. 

High waves whipped up by 
the typhoon's 150-kph (90- 
mph) winds broke the ship in 
half. Three ships and two 
planes were still in the area 


searching for the remaining 

The vessel was on its way 
to Singapore with a cargo of 
fuel oil from Nakhodka in 
Russia's Padfic Far East. An 
oil slick could be seen from 
the air but was breaking up in 
the rough seas, a Hong 
Kong Marine Rescue offidal 
said. 

Teresa wreaked havoc in 
Manila and across a wide 
swath of the main island of 
Luzon, killing nine people, 
making thousands homeless, 
toppling trees and power 
lines and blacking out much 
of Manila. 

Eight of the victims died 
when trees or wails fell on 
them. One 70-year-old man 
in Pampanga province north 
of Manila was killed by a 
stroke at the height of the 
t}^hoon. 

More than 48 hours after 


the typhoon battered Manila 
and parts of Luzon Island, 
many areas of the capital still 
had no power and some areas 
were without water. 

Hundreds queued for 
hours Saturday and Sunday 
for water. 

"I made 350 pesos (S14) 
hauling water yesterday," 
one man in the Las Rnas 
district of Manila said Sun- 
day. 

Uprooted trees littered city 
streets as public utility crews 
tried to restore electric power 
in Manila. 

"The power just came on 
and I barely had time to take 
a bath when it went out 
again," a resident of the 
Mandaluyong district of 
Manila told a radio call-in 
show Sunday. 

The toll from the storm 
may rise as reports reach the 


capital from isolated areas 
such as Polillo Island, whidi 
bore the brunt of the 
typhoon. More than 90 per 
cent of the houses on Polillo. 
which faces the Pacific 
Ocean, were destroyed. 

Damage to crops and prop- 
erty has been estimated at 
almost S16 million, a relief 
offidal said. 

President Fidel Ramos de- 
clared a state of calamity 
Saturday in Manila and sur- 
rounding provinces. Heavy 
rains triggered mudflov^ of 
volcanic debris from Mount 
Pinatubo and forced hun- 
dreds of families to flee to 
higher ground. 

A second storm, typhoon 
Verne, was in the Pad^ and 
headed towards the northern 
edge of Luzon Island, where 
it could cause further damage 
to crops and houses. 


37% of Swedes for, 37% against joining EU — poll 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — A 
poll published Sunday in the 
daily Goeteborgs-Posten 
showed that 37 pere cent of 
Swedes are in favour of join- 
ing the European Union 
(EU) and an equal number 
are opposed. 

It added that 26 per cent 
are undedded. 

The poll, conducted by the 
Sifo Institute between Mon- 
day and Thursday of last 
week, showed that within a 


two-week period, the number 
of those opposed to the EU 
has gone down from 40 per 
cent to 37 per cent, while the 
number of those in favour has 
remained unchanged. 

Of the l.(XX) pet^le inter- 
viewed for the poll, 88 per 
cent said they would go out 
and vote and had the referen- 
dum on joining the EU taken 
place the day of the inter- 
view. 

The referendum vote is 


scheduled for Nov. 13. 

In Oslo, an opinion poll 
said Sunday less ^an 30 per 
cent of Norwegians want to 
join the European Union 
while 46 per oem are against 
it. 

The poll sponsored by the 
Oslo daily Dagbladet showed 
that the outcome in Finland 
where 56.9 per cent voted on 
Oct. 16 in favour of EU 
membership, bad done little 


to influence support for die 
EU in Norway, 

In October support for 
joining the EU declined by 
one per cent In Norway slip- 
ping from 30 to 29 per cent. 
The number of those 
opposed rose by two per cent 
from 44 to 46 per cent. 

But one person in four s 
still undedded. 

'The referendum will be 
held in Norway on Nov. 28. 


Hungary’s leaders, once enemies, mark 1956 revolt 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hun- 
gt^'s president and prime 
minister, enemies at the time 
of their country's 1956 upris- 
ing, stood shoulder to shoul- 
der Sunday to mark the 
anniversary of the bloody re- 
volt ag^st Communist rule. 

President Arpad Gonez, 
once sentenced to death for 
joining the uprising that was 
smashed by Soviet tanks, and 
Prime Minister <^la Horn, 
who once served in the militia 
that helped restore Commun- 
ist control, together laid a 
wreath at the cemetery where 
prominent victims of 1956 
now lie. 

Calls at the ceremony for 
past division to be set aside 
clearly rankeld some and 
they expressed bitterness at 
the presence of pro-Moscow 
Gnnmunists at the cemetery. 

Mr. Gonez was flanked by 
Zoltan Cal, like Mr. Horn an 
official from the reform Com- 
munist government ousted in 
19^ who made the political 


evolution to Social Democrat 
and returned to power after a 
four-year hiatus of conserva- 
tive rule. 

Voters fed up with 
hardship during Hungary's 
transition to a market eco- 
nomy and disenchanted with 
the previous centre-right gov- 
ernment pve the revamped 
Socialists a parliamentary 
majority in May. 

<Dn a criro autumn day, 
Mr. Gal, parliament speaker, 
urged Hungarians to strive 
for reconciliation and unity, 
say martyrs of the 1956 upris- 
ing would not have wanted 
the country to remain divided 
by the pa^. 

Hungary should now take 
its place in Europe he said, 
adding "Hungary has come a 
great way toward Europe 
since the events of 1956." 

Mr. Horn says he only 
guarded bridges and other 
key installations as a member 
of the militia that helped mop 
up resistance after Soviet 


tanks crushed the revolt. It 
was the second time he had 
placed a wreath at the plot. 

At a ceremony in June 
heavy with politic signifi- 
cance, he and Erzsebet Nagy, 
daughter of Imre N^, the 
prime minister at the time of 
uprising and a prominent 
symbol of Hungarian resist- 
ance, paid their respects .at 
the cemetery. 

Tlw occasion was the 36th 
anniversary of Mr. Nagy's 
execution at the hands of 
pro-Moscow Communists. 

"We need reconciliation 
between pepple who stood on 
different sides in 1956," he 
said at the time. “There were 
victims, and there were vic- 
tims on both sides. We need 
reconciliation between poli- 
tical opponents because with- 
out it, we cannot lead this 
country out of the crisis it is 
in now." 

Althou^ the Socialists vic- 
tory in May’s elections indi- 
cates most Hungarians are 


ready to forgive and forget, 
Mr. Horn's presence at Sun- 
day’s ceremony rankled for 
some. 

"Those people who were 
beating us, all the AVH (sec- 
ret police) guys, are standing 
here too," iaid one 75-year- 
old man who dedined to give 
his name but who said be 
spent nine years as a political 
prisoner under Communist 
rule. 

“Grey-haired Gabor 
Danko also took umbrage. 

"Those people who were 
executioners should not pre- 
tend to be revolutionaries 
now," he grumbled. 

Activists from Hungary's 
radical right, which the elu- 
tions in May showed does not 
enjoy widespread political 
support, organised separate 
commemorations of the 
anniversary. 

One rally drew around ICX) 
people, many of them sport- 
ing ^orn heads typic^ of 
extreme rightists. 
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Bosnia seeks guarantees 
for Igman road protection 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The Bosnian government 
Sunday sought guarantees 
from the U.N. that its plan- 
ned withdrawal of forces 
from a demilitarised zone 
(Dh^) on Mount Igman, 
near Sarajevo, would not 
jeopardise their one and only 
route out of the city. 

Tlie commander of the 
U,N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) in Sarajevo. 
French General Herve Gobil- 
liard, met with General 
Vahid Karavelic, commander 
of tile Bosnian 1st Army 
Corps, to discuss the military 
situation in the wake of 
Saturday’s political agree- 
ment on the withdrawal of 
Bosnian troops from the Ig- 
man DMZ, a U.N. spoked 
man said. 

Bosnian Vice-President 
Ejup Ganic Saturday agreed 
to the withdrawal of some 
500 soldiers who had infil- 
trated the area hi breach of 
the DMZ accord, following 
talks here with U.N. sped^ 
envoy to the former Yu^la- 
via Yasushi Akashi. 

But while Mr. Akashi 
made it plain he hoped the 
pull-out, due to Stan at noon 
Monday, would be com- 
pleted within 24 to 36 hours,* 
Mr. Ganic insisted that a 
total withdrawal would not 
take place until t^ U.N. 
guaranteed the safety of the 
Sarajevo lifeline — a winding 
mountain track on which 
Bosnian convoys must run a 
gauntlet of Serb machine-gun 
fire. 

A senior U.N. officer in- 
sisted Sunday that ^‘there 
were no guarantee" and “no 
linkage" between the with- 
drawal of the Bosnian sol- 
diers and measures that could 
be taken by UNPROFOR. 

Once the Bosnian soldiers 
have left the DMZ "aU secur- 
ity measures are open to con- 
sideration," he said. 

The withdrawal would help 
stabilise the military situation 
around Sarajevo, he added. 

Another U.N. officer indi- 
cated that French forces re- 
sponsible for the I^nra sec- 
tor mi^t deploy additional 
troops to secure the area and ' 
establish more numeretis** 
observation posts to prevent 
Serb infitrrations. 

Tbe Bosnian Serbs had 
earlier threatened a direct 
attack on Muslim-led forces 
on Igman if these did not 
withdraw from the wedge- 


shaped DMZ, establzsfaed in 
August 1^3 to stop an all- 
out Serb offensive from 
securing a complete strangle- 
hold on Sarajevo. 

The Mount Igman route is 
in effect Sarajevo's Ho Chi 
Vfinb trad, offering a back- 
door into the otherwise 
blockade city and allowing 
govenunent forces to ferry in 
supplies and dispatch troops 
to other parts of tbe federa- 
tion. 

In contrast, U.N. convoys 
have to rely on tbe goodwill 
of the Serbs to enter the city 
by way of tbe main roads 
which cross Serb-held terri- 
tory and to fly in supplies to 
Sarajevo Airport witi^ rifle- 
fire range of Serb soldiers. 

The Serbs have recently 
imposed numerous restric- 
tions on U.N. convoys — 
notably targetting fuel ship- 
ments' — but UNPROFOR 
officers said Sunday they felt 
confident that the UNPRO- 
FOR and UNHCR (U.N. 
High (Commissioner for Re- 
fugees) convoys would be 
given greater freedom of 
movement in tbe wake or Mr. 
Aka^i's meeting Samrday 
with Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Kauadzic in his Pale 
stronghold. 

M^while U.N. officials 
said Sunday the Bosnian gov- 
ernment army’s activities are 
destabilising the military 
situation around Sarajevo 


and placing the capital's 
population at great risk. 

The officials cited Bosman 
army violations of a demflita- 
risira zone (DMZ) in the 
mountains west of the dty, 
sporadic firing of heavy 
we^ns and trench-digging 
activities — all of which 
violate existing agreements. 

“Any increase ra the level 
of conflict or any unravelling 
of an already existing agr^ 
ment is bound to destabilise 
the security situation in 
Sarajevo," said a senior U.N. 
of^r. 

“If the. Bosnian army 
doesn't move out of the 
DN^ and stop these other 
violations then all these 
arrangements for tbe security 
of Sarajevo could collapse.” 

B^ian Serb forces encir- 
cled S^jevo in April 1992 in 
^e opening days of tiie Bos- 
nian war. 

They hit the capital with 
heavy, artillery and sniper 
fire, killing 1(1,000 residents' 
and wounding 50,000 others, 
until last February when they 
pulled their big guns out of 
range after NATO 
threatened air strikes follow- 
ing a market blast that killed 
68 . 

Conditions around the city 
gradually improved as utili- 
ties were restored, tram ser- 
vice resuB^ and routes for 
commercial goods were 
opened. 


But.tbe ritiiation began to 
deteriorate again in Ang^ 
after Bosnian Serbs reject 
an international peace plantd 
end the war and nei^bouf- 
ing Yug(»lavia — once their 
staunchest ally — sealed ibd 
border to friel and militai^ 
supplies. 

Bosnian Serb forces began 
firing on the main govern^ 
meat supply route into die 
city, effectively doang it. 

Muslim-led government 
troops eventually retaliated 
by occupying a demilitarised 
zone on Mount lonan, from, 
which they can fire onto q. 
Serb supfriy route into the 
town of Tmovo. 

Government forces also 
advanced — soniet im es by.' 
blasting trenches through* 
solid rock — to positions* 
from which they could fire on. 
two other Serb supply routes,' 
one from Pale to Vogosca- 
and the other from to 
Lukavica. 

U.N. officiate told re|^ 
ters Sunday that Bosman 
Serb army restraint in re- 
sponse to these provocations 
amid soon evaporate, plung-' 
ing Sarajevo back into a cyde 
of war that peacekeepets- 
would be poweriess to pre-' 
venL 

The mverninent is demao- 



Karadzic (ri^) meets with U.N. special envoy Mkhael Rose i 
for former Yngodavia YasnsU Akashi (left), the self-styled 
head of tbe UfVROFOR Civil Allairs Scigio photo) 

Vidra de Melio (2nd left) and UNPROFOR 


chief for Bosnia, General 
M left) in Me, the capital at- 
Bosnian Serb Reiaihlic (AFP 


Korea is still ‘very explosive’ — ShalikashvUi 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The top U.S. military 
officer says North Korea's 
massive deployment of con- 
ventional forces near South 
Korea’s border is potentially 
a "very ex^osive situation," 
tbe Washington Post re- 
ported in Sunday editions. 

General John Sbatikash- 
vili, drairman of the Joint 
Qiiefr of Staff, said he is 
"well satisfied" with tbe 
agreement North Korea 
si^ied Friday to freeze and 
eventually dismantle freflities 
capable of produdng nudear 
weapons, according to tbe 


Post.' 

But tbe general said that 
North Korea’s large conven- 
tional offensive capability 
continues to pose "a con- 
aderable ibreat’’ and that 
there is no sign Pyongyang's 
secretive leadership has 
abandoned plans to conquer . 
Soutii Korea, tbe paper said. 

The Post said th^ Gen. 
Sbalikasbvili made his re- 
mark in an interview in 
Manila, where be is attending 
ceremonies marldog tbe 50tb 
anniversary of General 
Douglas MacAxthnr's Inva- 
sion of the Japanese- 


ocenpied FhiHppines during 
World War H. 

Tbe general said North 
Korea in tbe last few years 
has been building an offen- 
sive capability that is ’^reiy 
tbreatening” to tbe United 
States and to South Korea, 
accordmg to tbe paper. 

Gen. ShalikashviU uid 
North Korea is boilding "cme 
of the world’s largest nucon- 
ventional ‘warfrre capabili- 
ties, whose only purpose is to 
be offensive in nature," the 
Post said. 

Tbe paper said that the 
effort indodes the training of 


about 60,000 spedai forces* 
trained to infiltrate de^ into 
South Korea to "tfareateu 
American and South Korean ; 
installations and cause sabot- 
age and turmoil." 

The forces include air?- 
borne units, naval compo; 
neots dose to the demflita-'. 
rized zone on both coasts^, 
and grorad units trained in , 
penetrating tbe world's most i 
heavily fortified' border,; 
accordmg to die paper. 

“The/re all very dose; 
very re^ and very threaten- 
ing," den. Shalika^vili said. ' 


Sinn Fein deputy leader arrives in London 


W)NDON ( Agenries) — De- 
puty Sinn Fein leader Martin 
McGuinness arrived here 
Monday from Belfast less 
than 48 hours after Britain 
decided to lift a ban on him 
and tbe leader of tbe IRA's 
political arm Gerry Adams. 

Mr. McGuinness is due to 
take part in a BBC- 
Television programme on 
Sunday afternoon. 

On bis arrival, Mr. 
McGuinness said British 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
decision to lift tbe exdusion 
orders on Sinn Fein leaders 
was "veiy sensible.” 

"I think it was a very sensi- 
ble decision that Mr. Major 
decided to lift the exclusion 
orders... It means I can ^ to 
Britain and speak to the Brit- 
ish people about the pe^ 
process and about the reality 
of Britain's involvement in 
our country," Mr. Mean- 
ness said. 

On Friday Mr. Major ack- 
nowledged in a speech in 
Belfrst fiiat a ceasefire proc- 
laimed on Sept. 1 l^be Irish 
Republican Army (iRA) was 
permanent and tiiat tbe ban 
on Sinn Fein leaders was no 
longer justified. 

The move opens tbe way 
for exploratory talks with 
Sinn Fein to open before the 
end of the year. 

Britain had hitherto re- 
fused to negotiate with Sirm 
Fein until the IRA declared a 
ceasefire and renounced vio- 
lence. 

Meanwhile a delegation 
representiag two of Northern 
Ireland's loyalist parties is to 
bead to tbe Unit^ States to 
discuss the recent peace de- 
velopments in Northern Ire- 
land. 



British Prime Minteler John Major (centre) Mr. Major said the peace process had made a. 
leaves the Bow Street mall in the. mainly “quantum leap foward" with his annooice- 
Protestant town of Usbam, 20km south of ment of inwnin^ with Sinn Fdn, the 
Belfrst. unid t^t security. Daring the visit, political wii^ of the IRA (AFP photo) 


The six-member delegation 
is made up of representatives 
from the Processive Union- 
ist Party (PUP) and the Uter 
ter Democratic Party (UDP), 
and includes “Gusty” 
Spencei 61, who in the 19^ 
one of the leaden of tbe 
militant Ulster Volunteer 
Force.. 

Mr. Spence was sentenced 
to life m prison almost 30 
years ago for tbe murder of a 
young Catholic man, but 
managed to esrape. He was 
recaptured and later released 
for health reasons. Ten days 
ago he announced t^ cease- 
iw by loyalists in Nortii^ 
Ireland. 

The delegation heading to 
the United States will travel 
to New York, Boston and 
Washington to disaiss the 
peace process. 

Davidl Ervine, a PUP rep- 
resentative, said he hopes the 


group will be able to 
with U.S. government offi- 
ciate. 

The trip comes at heels 
of a similar two-week visit by 
Gerry Adams, the head of 
Sion Fein, the IRA’s political 
arm. 

fb a separate development, 
anti-terrorist officers directed 
raids across southern Ireland 
Saturday against possible suc- 
cessors to tbe Irish Re^bli- 
can Army, police said. 

The Garoa Siochana, tbe 
Irish Republic’s national 
police fom, identified the 
reason behind the raids as the 
formation of a new Irish Re- 
publican group committed to 
launching gun and bomb 
attacks within British-ruled 
Northern Ireland. 

Several hundred officers 
raided idxMit 50 homes and 
seized documents, a gun and 
hundreds of rounds of 


ammunition, the Garda said 
in a statement. Several men 
were arrested and would be 
interrogated over rite next 
two days. 

The operations took piaA- 
in southwest Ireland, a tradi- 
tional backwater for Irish Re- 
publican Army weapon^ 
dumps, and in counties Louth 
and MOn^ian along the Ir- 
teh border, where many IRA' 
fugitives from Northern Ire^ 
land have second homes. 

The statement said the new 
group was styling itself the' 
Irish National Republican 
Army, or INRA, and com- 
posed partly of IRa dissi- 
dents opposed to current 
peacemaiting efforts. 

Such a deveiopment would 
undermine the seairii 
for peace in Northern Ire*-* 
land, which requires a non- 
violent atmosphere * to de- 
velop. 
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Boycott is wrong tool 

WHEN POLITICAL parties were licensed nearly 
two years ago, the roles of political activities were 
made clear to all who wanted to play. The 
political parties accepted these mles. They 
agreed to abide by the Constitntion, the law and 
the National Charter. 

The system thns allowed room for political 
activists to express their views fiom within. 
Par liam ent is a branch of government in which 
political parties with any popular base are 
represent^. Through the l^isiature, all these 
political trends could make their stands known, 
articulate these views and lobby for them. If 
these views have a majority, they wonld prevail. 
If not, they will be defeated by those with greater 
support. Such are the rules of democracy. The 
majority gets its opinions through, the minority 
respects the outcome. 

This is why we find the boycotting of some 
Islamist deputies of the opening session of Parlia- 
ment Saturday a move that seems to be motivated 
by political rigidity and immature politics. 

The six Islamic .Action Front deputies who 
boycotted the session did not do much to serve 
the interest of the Kingdom by their behaviour. 
They are representatives of the people. If they 
believe the peace treaty conflicts with the interest 
of the Kingdom, they should fight it — not with 
emotional theatrics, though, but with solid 
reasoning that ran explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of the peace treaty. In any case, 
instead of toycotting ^e King’s speech from the 
Throne, they should have opt^ to exercise their 
protest in other forms and means available to 
them, like voting against the treaty when it is 
presented to them, or they could withhold 
confidence from the government itself. 

The Isl amis t and other leftist and pan-Arabist 
deputies who oppose peace with Israel have made 
a point of asserting their commitment to demo- 
cracy. All indications are that they are not the 
majority in Parliament. They should accept that 
and work out a progranune through which they 
can rely on reason to muster more support if 
what they believe is right. 

The peace opponents not be doing their job 

of protecting Ae interests of their constituencies 
by clinging to their ideology oblivions to the 
realities of the day. 

These realities are fiiat peace is inevitable, that 
the peace treaty with Israel is going to be rmified 
by Par liam ent and that file Kingdom is more 
than in need of preparing itself for the new era. 

Here, is where the peace opponents’ efforts 
should be directed. They themsdves speak of the 
danger of Israeli domination of the region in 
times of peace dne to Israel’s superiority in the 
economic, military, trade, and technological 
fields. They will not stop this d omina tion by 
enrsing the darkness a^ preaching against 
peace. This can be done through improving the 
performance of onr economy, equipping future 
generations with solid education and s kills and, 
in short, puttii^ onr house in order. In that 
respect, what needs to be done is enormous. 

The opponents of peace will gain more credi-. 
bility by articnlatii^ programmes to deal with 
the challenge s that &e nation will face. That has 
yet to be done. Meanwhile, roeddng the boat will 
only hurt the Kingdom and its interests and will 
expose the Kingdom to the darters of dmnination 
by Israel. 

Peace is coming to the area with a force that 
the iqiposition will not be able to stop. Thns, fire 
opponents of peace should not ei^age themselves 
in a losing batfie. They shotdd focus on areas 
where their efforts can bear finiL Dealing with 
the challeng es of peace is an area where Jordan 
can still launch a fimitful effort. The opposition 
should contribute to this effort, not bniy itsdf in 
the bobble of blind ideologies to the detriment of 
the whole nation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMIWENTARIES 


IT WAS perhaps a coniddence that while the Jordanian 
and Israeli government were putting the finishing touches 
on their peace treaty, which would supposedly restore 
Jordan's water lights, the largest part of the capital Amman 
faced long periods of disruption of water supplies, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. a columnist in A1 Ra'i daily. Sunday. 
Just before the disruption of the supplies, the Jordan 
Valley farmlands were reported to have been flooded with 
tain water that blocked the King Abdullah Canal, which 
the Ministry of Water and Irrigation said would be cleared 
within 48 hours, added the writer. But. he said, two weeks 
after the blockage, matters still were not put right and 
neither were water supplies to Am.man. givmj nse to 
questions of whether the peace treaty has anything to do 
with the disruption of water supplies. People should get 
their share of water for all domestic and other purposes 
because it is an essential commodity for life and people 
have been led to believe that the peace treaty would ensure 
more rather than less supplies of water, argued the wnter. 


Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sadi 


All is not well with U.N. 
human rights organisation 


SEVERAL YEARS ago. the U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations and other international organisations in 
Geneva caused a fary among U.N. human rights activists 
when he called for streamling in the U.N. human rights 
system by entting down on duplication and overlapping. 
Among other &ings. he called for the elimination 
altogether of the U.N. Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. The U.S. 
permanent representative to the United Nations Office in 
Geneva was not only concerned about the that the 
sub-commission’s name has not much to do with its 
functions and mandate but rather because what it does is 
for all intents and purposes superfluous. The Economic and 
Sodal Council created this particular body to assist the 
U.N. Commission on Human Rights, the principal U.N. 
organ on human rights by preparing studies and examining 
systematic and human rights violations for consideration by 
the commission itself in due course. The commission ends 
up going through the same terrain at considerable cost and 
time of the international organisation. 

Both bodies also conduct their functions through a string 
of special rapporteurs who for the most part do not cany' 
out their mandate themselves but rely on the work of the 
Hmnan Rights Centre in Geneva and the advisers that are 
recruited at considerable cost to the United Nations to 
assist these spedal rapporteurs do their work. What 
probably infuriorated the candid American ambassador 
was not only the waste of time but the quality of the studies 
that emerge ^m all these activities. Drawing on the cost 
ineffectiveness of the sub-commission and other human 
rights activities, the ambassador spearheaded the call for 
revamping the U.N. human rights activities altogether fforo 
A to Z. 

His appeal of course went unheeded and many delega- 
tions. including Western ones from Europe, fought tooth 
and nail bis efforts to rock the boat. Everyone, it seems, 
wanted things to remain as they were because they got used 


to the system functioning in the same old ways. 

In retrospect, it Is unfortunate that the repeatM calls for 
overhauling the U.N. tminan rights synem went un- 
answered. What the U.S. touched upon in that early era is 
only the tip of the iceberg. If anybody tells you all is well 
with the U Centre on Human Rights or that the U.N. or 
treaty human rights bodies ca^ out their t as k s in an 
effective way is amply avoiding the truth. Take for 
example the proliferation of human rights treaty bodies. 
There are ever increaang bodies that monitor treaties on 
racial discrimination, civil and political rights, economic, 
social and cultural rights, rights of the child, rights of 
women, torture, to name only a few. The trend to create 
more and more of sndi bodies as more and more 
conventions, snb-conventions and amdlliary treaties are 
dr^ed and adopted, hfost if not all of these bodies’s scope 
of invest overiaps anth the fonctions of other committees, 
^^oever says therefore that there is no duplication of 
effort within the U.N. system on human rights is not privy 
to what is really going on there. 

It is really high time that the reputed calls for 
overhauling the U.N. human rights activities be taken 
serioosly. There is now a U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, a neady created pest is supposed to put 

more sense and coordination into the human ri^ts 
activities of the international organisation. Unfortunately, 
the former Ecuadorian Foreign Minister Josse Ayala who 
was elected by the U.N. General Assembly last year to 
fjerfoim this t^ has not been g^n enough authori^ or 
funding to carry oat this work. There is bope that this 
session of the General Assembly would rectify these 
shortcomings and accord Mr. Ayala the necessary tools to 
attain the rrauired objectives. Otherwise, the U.N. system 
' on human ri^ts would remain where it is, mostly a talking 
madime that ends up obtaining only a fraction of what it 
bad set out to accomplish. 
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By Graham Usher 

SINCE OSLO, most analy- 
ses of the Palestinian poU- 
tical scene have foensed on 
the dedinmg fortemes of the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in its strug- 
gle to transform itself from 
a national liberation move- 
ment into a political orga- 
nisation fit for nation- 
building. One year on from 
the Washington ceremony, 
any dispassionate accoimt 
of the Oslo process would 
have to admit that the re- 
sults so far have been unim- 
pressive. If the retom of 
Mr. Arafat to Oaza and 
Jericho and the installation 
of a Palestine National Au- 
thority (t>NA) have 
arresosd tiie decline some- • 
what in the occupied terri- 
tories, the plain fact is tiiat 
these ~ coupled with the 
6.000-strong Palestinian 
police — arc largely all that 
remains of the PLO in any 
unified sense. 

>^>an from sections of 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment and the minuscule 
Hda party, all of the PLO’s 
main factions have now 
come oat against Oslo, 
ticnlarly in the version 
amendM by the three Cairo 
agreements signed in 
February, April and May. 
Meanwme, m Amman in 
August, 171 ’’prominent 


The PLO opposition: Rebels 
without a constituency 


82 members of the Palestine 
National Coudl (PNC) — 
swore to resist any diange 
to the Palestinian Charter, 
declaring that Mr. Arafat 
no longer had ’’the author- 
ity to q>eak in the name of 
the PIjO or commit it to 


Hiese monumental rup- 
tures, however, have to a 
la^ extent concealed the 
pii^t of the PLO oppoa- 
tion, particnlariy its Marxist 
Popular and Democratic 
Fronts for the liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP and 
DFLP). Yet these, too. are 
rait of tile coirent crias of 
Palestinian national poli- 
tics, constricted, no less 
than Fateh, organisation 
and ideolo^ that are un- 
able fo come to g ri ps with 
either the new realities 
thrown by self-rule or,' 
generally, by the U.S.- 
n^ired secu^ order en- 
visioned for the region in 
the aftermath of the Soviet 
collapse and the Gulf war. 

Toe upshot — in the year 
after Oslo — has been 
oppe^tion politics in the 
territories marked by 
theoretical dogma and 


IncompatibOity of aims 

The initial response of 
both the PET.P and tiie 
DFLP to Oslo was to resign 
from all PLO bodies and 
form a rejectionist bloc, 
along with the Islamist 
Hamas and Ltiamic Jihad 
and a medley of Arab satel- 
lite sects. Threatening to 
sabotage the ’’agreement of 
shame” by all means neces- 
sary, the rejectionists in- 
stead became bogged down 
in organisational wran^es. 
with Hamas demanding. 
**as the largest opposition 
force,” 40 per cent repre- 
sentation on all joint com- 
mittees and the PLO fac- 
tions calling for equal 
shares. 

The matter was formally 


resolved in the leftist fac- 
tions’ favour in January 
with the formation of the 
Palestinian Forces alliance 
(PFA). No sooner had the 
PFA surmounted its repre- 
sentational quarrel, howev- 
er, than it founder^ on the 
utter incompatib^ty of its 
constituents’ politico aims. 

While the main plan of 
the PFLP and DFLP was 
reform of the PLO, and 
particularly the removal of 
its “Uquidationist” lead- 
ership, Hamas was more 
ciicuinspect about the fete 
of the PLO and refnsed, for 
the time being at least, to 
work under its umbrella. 
Similarly, while the PLO 
-opposition argued that the 
question of Palestine must 
grounded on intema- 
tional law (specifically the 
implementation of U.N. 
Ri^lutions 242 and 338 as 
the basis of a two-state solu- 
tion). Hamas held the view 
that the 1947 Partition Plan 
’Svas no more leptimate 
tiian the borders of Gaza 
and Jeridio.” If the Islam- 
ists have since toyed with 
the idea of a ’’ceasefire” 
with the Israeli ocenpation 
in exchange for its with- 
drawal to the 1967 Green 
Line, doctrinaily Palestine 
remains for them “a holy 
trust afforded to Muslims 
God” that ’’cannot be 
negotiated away.” 

Most independent obser- 
vers regarded this attempt 
to build a nationalist- 
Islamist bloc as doomed 
firom tiie outset, given the 
history of mutual loathing 
tiiat has characterised rela- 
tions between l^estinian 
nationalism’s Marxist and 
blamist wings. The prog- 
nosis has be^ borne out. 
By A pril, the Damascus- 
based FFLP leader Abu Ali 
Mustafa complained feat 
there was ”no field coor- 
dinatioD” between fee PLO 
opposition and Hamas in 
fee territories, whQe, in 
July. Gaza PFLP activist 
Ghazi Abn Jiyab stated 
bluntly feat the ”alliance 
betwera us and Hainan faas 
proved a failure and is now 
over.” 

The damage, however, 
bad largely dmo done. In 
fee months immediately af- 
ter Oslo, fee PLO oppon- 
tion, hainstniiig by its coali- 
tion with the Islamists, 
moonted not a sin^ inde- 
pendent mobilisation 
against the agreement, 
handing the baton either to 
Hamas or, ironic^y, to 
Fateh and Hda. It was they 
who, on fee groond, initi- 
ated whatever ma-w f actions 
there were in the West 
B ank and Gaza around the 
contested issued of prison- 
ers, settlements and Jem- 
sal^ as a means of putting 
ptessore on the PLO de- 
legation. 

Whenever the PLO 
opposition was stung into 
action, their response 
tended to be reactive. Ihus 
in fee wake of fee Hebron 
massacre — perhaps fee 
greatest opportunity for fee 
opposition to at least re- 
formulate the terms of Oslo 



10 per cent. 

CantioQS retreat firam 


— fee PFLP and DFLP 
united temporarily with 
Fateh activists to revive fee 
Unified National Lead- 
ership of the Uprising 
(UNLU). But fee condi- 
tions of UNLU's previous 
success — fee reality of the 
intifada — no longer 
obtained. What now 
dominated the political 
landscape was Oslo, and 
fee PLO was still fractured 
on it. The reformed UNLU 
issued one statement con- 
demning fee massacre and 
then, predictably, dis- 


1 more culpably, tiie 
PLO opposition bad yet to 
formulate a coherent polh- 
cal programme outlining its 
positions vis-a-vis the fact 
of self-rule. Yet fee urgency 
oi doing so had been mied 

time and again from among 

its own cadres. For exam- 

S le, leftist journalist Walid 
alim laQed in April: ”How 
do we related to fee auton- 
omy? Sbould fee democra- 
tic forces (i.e. fee PLO 
opposition) declare them- 
selves to be non- 
governmental organisations 


during the aotonomy - 
period? What will be our 
relationship to fee auton- 
omy institations? What is 
our po^on towards the 
Palestinian constitntion and 
legal system? The questions 
are many but, except for 
specific poations here and 
there, there have been no 
clear, official and compre- 
henave responses.” 

When pressed to con- 
stmet a positive political 
alternative to Oslo, fee 
opposition’s nsnal replay 
was feat, in fee words of 
leading PFLP and DFLP 
women activists Maha Nas- 
sar and Aida Issawi, ”it is 
not our job to create a new 
alternative to guard tbe ori- 
gjoal agenda of the PLO, 
whidi fee PLO relinquished 
in fee agreement.” 

This may have been poli- 
tically correct on fee scale 
of orthodoxy; it was di^ 
astroiis on ^ tenain ^ 
real politics. One year aSter 
Oslo, opuuon poUs in the 
territones registered fee 
combined support for fee 
PLO opposition at around 


In tbe run-up to self-rule 
— especially when con- 
fronted wife tiie lai^bie 
presence of a Pakstmian 
police force and tbe return 
. of PLO officials — tbe 
oppos i tion beat a cautious 
retreat from tiie absolute 
rejectionism e;qnessed by 
figures like Nassar and Issa- 
wi. its stead faas been put 
a politics of ambivaleiice. In 
Jane, tiie PFLFs vetoran 
leader. George Haba^, 
issued his most condHatory 
statement since Oslo, caD- 
ing on fee oppodtion ”iK>t 
to take a n^ative stance 
towards Palestinian institn- 
tions that offer services dnr- 
ing fee interim phase and to 
develop its... sodal and 
nation^ performance in a 
way that serves its pofi- 
des.” 

Inside the territories also, 
activists like Abu Jiyab 
have inciearin^ spoken of 
fee opposition’s current 
priorities being not just 
mobiliring to confront fee 
agreement, but eoually to 
prevent Mr. Aramt from 
establishing “a dictator^ 
self-mle. Pursuance of tiiis, 
he suggests indudes not 
merely participation inpub- 
lic bodies like municipali- 
ties, but pertiaps ato in 
elections to tbe l^A: ”Our 
formal position is not to 
partidpate. But, peisonal- 

I tel tiiat die opposition 
has to wait and see wfeat 
kind of electoral system is 
proposed.” 

Inere have also been in- 
terna] discnssioiis as to fee 
fiiture relations between 
fee oppoation’s cadres in- 
side fee territories and 
those in tiie diaspora, a 
debate th at is bonnd to de- 
velop as PFLP and DFLP 
figum return to Palestine. 
Walid Salim, for instance, 
azgoes tiiat it faas been the 
preponderance of the 
Damascus leadership in 
decision-making that is at 
tbe root of fee o p po siti on’s 
baneful perfommnee since 
Oslo, as the outside 
’’appropriates authority 
from institutions” inside 
and ”disdpli!ies feem for a 
role of relaying its orders to 
fee rank and file.” 

The bureaucratic concep- 
tion of politics, says Abn 
Jmb, also accounts for fee 
PLO opposition’s historic 
feOiire to cajiAalise on the 
achievements of the intefe- 
da when compared to fee 
I slamis t s’ relative success: 
’namas’ growth in fee np- 
risiim can be attributed to 
fee act that it has one, and 
only one, leadership — m. 
side — ^a nd therefore does 
not saSfex from the results 
of having a variety of lead- 
ex^p groups, or of fee 
existence of various centres 
wfaidi issue their directives 
from a distance, wifeoat 
bemg stion^y and 
connected to vfeat its goizm 
on here.” ^ 

If the PLO opposition is 
to avoid the very real 
chaxge of irrelevance and 


meet the chaDei^ of the 
intexim period, itwDlhave 
to le fon n its Mganisatioiial 
structure and adapt its 
short-term political aims. 
The first step, says PNC 
member Jamil Hilal. is for 
all tbe PLO groups to divest 
tiuBiDselves of tl^ heroic, 
but DOW outdated, ^jerrilla 
past: “Evexydung sugests 
that the time has come to 
move frtxn tiie present sys- 
tem of faction to a qstem of 
political parties with all tiiat 
entails, mdoding making 
them accountable to the 
public, rruAing koOWD tfaCff 
pt^tical and sodid prog- 
rammes, and instituting a 
sys)^ of tiemoaatic com- 
petii^ for poi^ems of 
public reaqxnisibifity amf 
office.” 

Sodi a posture need not 
predtidt military stnig^e 
or nnde^gnmnd forms of 
or^inisation, but it would 
assert feat fee t^ipoaticm’s 
{uimaiy rdle fenr the interim 
period is the pofitical one of 
laying fee foundations of a 
demcoatic Palestinian civil 
society. For Palestinian 
academic George GUca- 
man, tins is less a cbaice. 
tiian an obligation: “Tiie 
oppostioQ win be unable to 
stey alive exoqit under a 
PNA that guaiwtees free- 
dom of associatioQ and poli- 
ti’cal activity, defend civil 
liberties, allows public 
dedsioiHnakmg and gov- 
erns by rule of law 
of fee random rule of an 
individual or party.” 
shon, “fee lallar of P^esti- 
nian dvD sodety is going to 
be fee presence of oppod- 
tion pames.” _ 

The second step would be 
for fee t^iposition to lead 
its politick and ozganisa- 
tional weight to those de- 
manding reform of the 
PLO, paiticuiaify tile in^ 
pendents gronped around 
Gaza's Haidar Abdul Shafi, 
fee Palestine People’s party 
and numerous Fateh dissi- 
dents. Fot tills aniaTw» (O 
be meaningful, however, it 
would have to ^zee on an 
overhaul of tbe old quota 
q^stem, ^i^reby PLO fac- 
tions gained anmiwati^ 
resentation on bodies like 
fee PNC, in favour of a 
democratic system based on 
direct elections from inde- 
pendent Palestinian natkm- 
al msQtiitions, both 
fee territories and without. 
In other wonis. it would 
<nean fee oppoation fois- 
wearing the very mechan- 
ism that has ensnred its 
presence on PLO bodies for 
the last 2S yeazs. 

For cme leading PFLP 
®ctivists who ^ke on con- 
dition of anonymity it b a 
gamble worfe ta^g 
summarised the opposi- 
tion’s current as 

one in wfite its politics b 
^11 snspended somewhere 
between nostalcwa and fact. 
^Jbe opposition b to have 
a future, however, it b the 
latter feat must mevail: 
^nless we zedeme our 
politics on the new temin 
of self-rule, we will, ten 
years down tbe road, end 
up ae Ahmad Jibifl (tiie 
PFLP-General Command 
^ose base b strong 
m pamascus but mar gin^ 
® “C territories). That b to 
win be pnre in our 
Dciiefr. but ntteriy mogmfi , 
cant in our infin^ti^y ^ . 
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Israel arrests 
Hamas 
members 

(CortiBBed from page 1) 
pied West Bank and neigb- 
bonring Arab countries 
qa^fy for the “hit list/* die 
Observer said quoting a 
security somce. 

In contrast to the cabinet's 
hardline stand. Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Yossi oe^ said 
earlier Sunday that he 
accepted in principle negoda- 
tkms with Hamas. 

“I believe we have passed 
the stage where we would 
refiise on inindple to talk 
widi sDcfa an organisation/' 
Beflin told army radio. 

Hh ccHnments came after a 
Hanias official in Nablus on 
the West Bank, Sheikh Jamal 
Salim, said he was in favour 
of a ceasefire between Israel 
^ 3^ die gtotfo*s ann^ wing, 

"*M Izzedin A1 Qassam. 

In Cairo, Israel would tell 
Palestinians it expects them 
to crush groups such as 
Hamas, wfaidi are trying to 
destroy the Israel-P^esdne 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) peace deal, braeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said. 

^leaking ahead of a nego- 
datuig forum with the Palesti- 
' nuns, Mr. Peres told repor- 
teis: 

“We expect that the 
palestmians like oursdves to 
stop the ones u4io want to kill 
— N, the agreement between us 
from executing their will, and 
mgetber we shall work for 
~ r peace, for econo mi c prosper- 
and for trampiiili^ to aD 
-fepple — figbti^ terrorism 
mi fitting violence.” 

Ihe PLO saw a crackdown 
/'• oD Hamas wm trigger civil 



Isradi soldiers interrogate a Palestinian youth following Che 
^aUmig of a soldier in the enrfewed town of Hebnm on the 
West Bank (AFP photo) 


strife and Palestinian ambas- 
sador in C^airo, Zohdi A1 
Kndra. told Renters it would 
not answer Israeli demands 
to bit Hamas. 

“They can sug^st what 
they want but we respond the 
way we want. No one dictates 
to us what we should do. Ihe 
(Palestinian) authority does 
not receive mstructions from 
Israel or anybody," be said. 

The meeting widi Palesti- 
nian officials is to tackle a set 
of issues, including bow to 
deal with Hamas. 

Israel confirmed on Sun- 
day that a self-avowed “liv in g 
martyr’* from Hamas cam'M 
out die bus suicide bombing, 
bringing the final death toll to 


In a Hamas videotape 
issued after the attack, Saleh 
Abdul Rahim A1 Souwi, 27, 
of the occupied West Bank, 
said farewell to his family and 
friends, the normal practice 
of Hamas guerrillas mom to 
embark on snidde missions. 

"We have definitely identi- 
fied the remains" of the man 
who was involved in the bus 
attack, said police spokesman 
Eric Bar-Oien, citiDg the re- 
sults of blood tests and skin- 
cdl tests from Souwi*s rela- 
tives. 

He said Souwi killed him- 
self, 20 Israelis, a Dutch 
national and one person fr^ 
Sierra Leone. 


^U.S. warns against Iraqi move 


(Cmfinued fhnn page 1) 


bolding Iraq*s ri^t to move 
■ = troops anyv^re in the coun- 
tty, dedined to answer repor- 
« ^ tens when they asked on 
' : " Saturday whether B^dad 
:yi would send the Republican 
7 Guards south again, in de- 
fiance of U.S. and British 
warnings. 

;FureigD Mhuster Moham-: 

• - 3 maid~Sa^ Al'Sahaf, in re^- 

maiks pnblidied on Sunday^ 
played down the U.S. and 
> British warnings, saying they 
•: meant o^y to mflueuce 

r. U.N. Security Counefl mem- 
- bersT 

.. .r Mr. Sahaf also accused the 
^ United States and Britain ^ 
!.V dominating the U.N.&curity 
Coundl and interpreting re- 

• solutions to fit their n^ds. 

"How do these govem- 
*' Z ments allow themselves to 
. ; explain a resolution issu^ by 
. the Security Council as they 
like,” Mr. Sahaf told the 
-state-nm Iraqi News Agency. 

"This is another attempt by 
diose governments to domin- 
' ',1 ^ die Security Council and 
' impose dieif unjust will on 

*;ii it,” Mr. Sahaf said of the 
- U.S. and British warnings. 

Mr. Sahaf said ‘^e stance 
, of these two domineering 
governments differs from the 
essence of the stances of 
' majority countries of the 
' ooimciL" 

: “We will inform members 

■ ' of the conndl of these two 
unilateral steps from the side 
• of America and Britain, and 
' , ^ cenfirm tte necessity of 
. •:-j legal, just and balano^ ex- 
c, planaUQii of Security Coundl 
resolutions,’* Nfr. Sahaf said. 

He also avoided referring 
' to whether Iraq would defy 
the warning, adding that 
vhue Baghtuid rejec&ra the 
tntMpretarion of the re- 
' :y scmition, Russia and France, 
%;’• both permanent members of 
^ U.N. Security Coundl, • 
did not share the American 
' Stand. 


Newspapers said Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, 
just back from New York 
udiere he lobbied for an eas- 
ing of U.N. trade sanctions, 
bnefed President Saddam 
Hussein and senior members 
of the ruling Baath Party on 
his deliberations at the Un- 
ited Nations., 

The new^p^ '^^ve'iio 
details, and Baghdad-based 
diplomats took the silence as 
indicating that the govern- 
ment was back on the di- 
plomatic track. 

"Iraq will help Russia’s 
■efforts to show the U.S. that 
it still IS a power to reckon 
with in the hfiddle East." 
another diplomat said. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, in a surprise 
trip to Iraq this month, 
sought to defuse die standofi 
in & Gulf after persuading 
Baghdad to declare for the 
first time its readiness to rec- 
ognise Kuwait within U.N.- 
demarcated borders. 

In return, Moscow pledged 
to support Irak's efforts to 
have the sanctions eased or 
lifted. 

“Among all permanent 
members (pf the U.N. Secur- 
ity Counal) Russia is now 
seriously tr^ng to do some- 
diing,” the di^omat said. 

It is unlikely that Baghdad 
will take any action, enSit^ 
or offierwise, to jeopardise 
Pmssia’s diplomacy, the di- 
plomat said, adding that he 
expected a diplomatic initia- 
tive from Iraq in the near 
future to bolster Moscow’s 
standing at the Security 
Coundl. 

Kuwaiti deputies mean- 
while rejected an offer made 
by Iraq’s parliamentary 
S|teaker to visit Kuwait for 
negotiations aimed at recoo- 
cilmg tbe two countries. 

“We will never accept to sit 
down with anybody repre- 
senting sudi a regime,” Isla- 


mic deputy Ahmad Baqer 
told AFP. 

“Most of tbe parliament's 
60 members, if not all of 
them, refuse totally to open 
any dialogue with Iraqi offi- 
who are well-known for 
deceiving others.” 

Speaker Saleh said Satur-. 
day he was “ready to under- 
lay a dialogue with all the 
Kuwaiti parties, especially 
the parliament, to reach solu- 
tions guaranteeing die rights 
of each.-party,” _ . 

Iraq has “no dioice but to 
conform to (U.N.) Resolu- 
tion 833” calling for Baghdad 
to recognise Kuwait, giving 
up its historical daim to the 
emirate, Mr. Saleh added. 

But Mr. Baqer said: “If 
Iraq wants to conform to 
Resolution $33, including 
recognising the borders, they 
have to know that the United 
Nations is their only way and 
not us.” 

Naser A1 Sanaa, another 
deputy, told AFP that 
Kuwaitis did not trust Iraqi 
offidals who '‘talk with no 
action.” 

Iraq on Sunday denounced 
U.S. resident Bill Clinton’s 
sdieduled Middle East tour 
as one aimed at keeping 
American troops permanent- 
ly in the Gnlf. 

“Clinton is bringing a plan 
guaranteeing a permanent 

f iresence for bis troops," 
raq’s ruling Baath Par^ dai- 
ly, A1 Thawra, said in the 
(^dal media’s first comment 
on this week's tour. 

It also denounced the lead- 
ers of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, which Mr. Qinton is 
to visit, and accused 
Washingttm of trying to seize 
the oil wealth of b^ diese 
countries. 

A1 Thawra said the United 
States seeks to “milk" 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to 
make them dependent on it. 

Mr. Clinton is to attend the 
historic signing Wednesday 
of a peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel. His stops 
include Egypt, Israel, Jordan 
'and Syria. 


Israel pins hopes on Clinton trip 


• '(Confinoed fr 
’“■'■L.-'j **tave” to which Syria 

T • “requires a frill 
wididiawai from the (jolan 
Ti'-- ai^ South Lebanon and the 
.... ahmhiatioQ of occupation. 

“It is very important for 
toe ^ab countries, partid- 
. ■]: ^its in the peace prowss, to 

* peace has ended 
'*■ piBstke aM occupation and 

wwight to them security, 

■ V -;;, ttanqiulity and justice,” tte 

noted. 

,, , The just and comprehen- 

^ 2?®®® *®*® ' 
y.'-l;. ^ security in _ 

Ushifo' added, 
jif" M ^Itoton will meet Pres- 

Assad in Damascus and 

Minister Yitzhak 

" ® Israel on Thursday 

■ .^;';.aurmg a MBddle East tour 

■ on Aeja gnin g of the 
treaiy between Israel 

tod Jordan. 

' r-^^' ^hraePs c^nnet on Sunday 
icjlfOuorsed the treaty, initiahea 
?J^*Klan last week, while 

■ ■j'* vSi 

pm jjp second 
*®™ar Crossing in three 
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months — tills one a bridge 
over ^e River Jordan. 

An outspokenly dovish 
politician, Mr. Beilin said 
Israel hoped Mr. Clinton 
would win a promise frxim' 
Mr. Ass^ to enter hi^-Ievel 
talks with Israel. This would 
“truly accelerate the pro- 
cess,” he told Israeli army 
radio. 

He said Israel also demo- 
ded that Syria take action 

againct gTOUpS ID DSniaSCUS 
which openly declare they 

intend to cany out “terrorist 
actions” against Israel. 

Mr. Beilin said he believed 
Wa^tngion and Damascus 
were lodked in intensive con- 
tacts to ensure they readied 
an understanding on what 
would emerge from the 
Clinton-Assad summit meet- 
ing. 

- “Against the background 
that ^lia is one of tbe seven 
countries defined as terrorirt 
States by the Americans, this 
visit cannot be only a conr- 
teous tourist visit that will 


end with the sides saying they 
had very good talks d^ite 
the differences — or some 
such diplomatic formula." 
Mr. Beilin said. 

Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
launched three years ago this 
month are stuck with Syria 
demanding a full Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
* Heights. 

Israel refuses to announce 
the extent of a pullback until 
Syria conunits to full normal 
relations. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Sunday after 
talks with Israeli Foreign 
>^nister Shimon Peres Israel 
and Syria may sign a peace 
accord before the end of the 
year. 

“I am optimistic and tiungs 
are moving forward, and I 

hope an accord between 
loael and Syria will come 
before the end of the yev," 
Mr. Mubarak told Israeli re- 
porters. 

He said Syrian President 
Assad, whom he met last 
week, was “sincere in his 
d^re for peace" «vich brael. 


Shorter work weeks can give a 
boost to the economy 


By Marwao Atalla 

IT G time for the Jordanian 
public to consider an 
alternative to tiie current 
six day, one-shift, work 
schedule. Jordan is and will 
continue to be an important 
part of tile fatnre of tins 
area, and it will play a 
fundamental role in con- 
necting this r^on witii tbe 
rest of tbe u^d. There- 
fore, it is time to look at 
ways to improve rifidency. 


Several studies and sur- 
veys have been conducted 
regarding this subject, 
several recommendations 
have been made, none of 
udiich offers a satisfactory 
answer to all concerned. An 
experimental project was 
alra done in 1990/91, in 
which Hmrsd^ and Fri- 
days were taken as the 
weekend, and tbe working 
hours were* extended. The 
experiment was not success- 
ful due to several factors,, 
tiie two most iinportant of 
u^uefa are: (1) usuffident 
time was aveu for people to 
adjust, (^ It increased the 
gap between the country 
and tbe West due to Thurs- 
day being a weekend day. 

It is difficttt to find a 
system tiiat smts everyone. 
As a private conqiany, we 
conducted our own re- 
seardi regardmg woik^ 
hours, and tbe staff were 
^lit tinee ways when vot- 
ing on most issues. Howev- 
er, udien taking a long-term 
view, there must always be 
short-term sacrifices. 

The system tiiat I am 
proposiDg is for all sectors, 
pifi^ and pniblic. It is by 
means a perfect system, 
but it is flexible enough to 
accommodate most people. 
The system is based 
flex-time, and is designed 


to give tbe employer the 
necessary numb^ of work- 
ing hours to run an orga- 
nisatiou effideutly, while 
providij^ tbe employee 
with sufficient flexibwty to 
suit his or her lifestyle, 
transportation and other 
needs. 

The system is based on a 
five day, 40-hour work 
week, which is an interna- 
tionally accepted standard. 
The five working days 
would be Sunday throu^ 
Thursday, with Fridays and 
Saturdays as of^al holi- 
days, known world-wide as 
the weekend. Friday is 
chosen for religious 
reasons, and Saturday in 
order to allow us tnayimniti 
overiap with the weekend 
in the West and other coun- 
tries. Taking Thursday in- 
stead of Saturday, as some 
companies are currently 
doing, does not serve the 
purpose and only widens 
the time between us 
and other countries, espe- 
daOy the Western coun- 
tries. 

Hie eight worldly hours 
per day would be divided 
into two four hour peri^, 
with a mandatory break in 
between, which riiould be 
30 miniitea as a minimum, 
and 1.5 hours as a max- 

Depending on tbe com- 
pany and the employee, the 
first shift coold start at 8:00 
a.m. and end at 5:00 p.m., 
with a lunch break ftom 
I2:W to 1:00 p.m.. An em- 
ployee could <Aoose to taite 
a 30-minute lundi break 
and end his day at 4:50 p.m. 

Other possible scenarios 
could of course be oonri- 
dered: 

Even within cxiinpanies, 
management couidf allow 
different emjrioyees to have 
different schedules, de- 
pending on the needs of the 
company and the needs of 


the employees. 

The system described 
above is currently being 
used in tbe U.S., Europe, 
and most of the Far £^, 
and it has proven to be 
extremely ef^ent. Among 
it’s advantages are: 

Healfri ben^ts: 

The mandatory break 
will allow employees to 
take a break from work, 
and perhaps have a sm^ 
meal. This is absolutely 
necessary for proper meta- 
bolism, and reduces the risk 
of heartburn and ulcers. It 
also helps people eat less by 
allowiag less time between 
meals. 

Some people may choose 
to exercise or take a walk 
during the break, and 
perhap follow the work- 
out with a fight meal, vdiidi 
is the he^thiest of all 
alternatives. 

Stress is greatly reduced 
when work stretches are re- 
duced, and breaks are 
taken, hence decreasing the 
chances of heart problems. 

Concentration and effi- 
dency are increased. Hus 
wiU make employees less 
irritable and hopefully cut 
down on smoking. 

No after lun^ siesta. 
Sleeping immediately after 
a meal should always be 
avoided. It is a major cause 
of heartburn, ulcers and 
hernias. 

Everyone complains ab- 
out late dinners. When 
lunch is reduced to a 
reasonable meal instead of 
a heavy one, and the after- 
noon siesta is avoided, peo- 
ple tend to sleep earlier, 
and rise eariier, which is a 
healthy habit. 

Environmental and traf- 
fic benefits: 

Because of the flex rime 
hours, people will be going 


to work at different hours, 
and t r affic cong^ons wUI 
be reduced. Inis wU de- 
crease ps consumption and 
avoid unnecessary emission 
of hydrocarbons into the 
atmo^here. 

Less traffic congestion 
usually means less angry 


Ecmomic boi^ts: 

For the above reasons, 
health costs wiU be redu^ 
tremendously. Although it 
is difficult to measure this in 
monetary terms, it will un- 
doubtedly be substantial. 

The restaurant and food 
business will benefit. Ehir- 
ing the break, employees 
wm either order meals to 
their work place, or go to a 
nearby restaurant. In addi- 
tion, business lunches will 
become more common. 

Productivity will increase 
for the reasons mentioned 
above. 

Sjtorts dute and exerdse 
facilities will have an in- 
crease in membership. 

The transportation sector 
will benefit as people will 
be using it more frequently. 

The added afternoon 
hours will allow us to have 
more overlap with the 
working hours in Europe 
and the U.S., which 
also increase productivity. 

The local tourism, hotel 
and other businesses would 
flonridi. People will have a 
two-day weekrad, and will 
be able to take long^ trips 
and visit more sites in Jor- 
dan. Many pe<^le would 
visit Aqaba, Petra, Jerash 
and other places if they had 
longer weekend. 

Hie retail business will 
flourish because peopEe will 
have Satnreteys to go shop- 
piiM on. 

(Cooperation between 
private and public sectors 
wUl improve due to more 


overlap in working hours. 

There will be an increase 
in overall productivity due 
to having to spend less time 
in traffic jams. 

Hiere w^l be a reduction 
in insurance costs as a result 
of the decrease in traffic 
accidents. 

Parsonal/Social benefits: 

More time with tbe fami- 
ly. A two-day weekend will 
allow families to spend 
more time together. Every- 
one could use a little more 
time with the family. 

Get to know Jordan bet- 
ter. 

Women will spend less 
time in the kitchen. Since 
most people will have lunch 
near the office rather than 
go home, women will no 
longer have to prepare an 
elaborate lunch. For 
women who work, this is 
yet another benefit. 

People with hobbies, 
whether for pleasure for ex- 
tra income, can spend more 
time enjoying them. 

I believe the recent poli- 
tical developments we are 
seeing are the start of some- 
thing unprecedented in 
Jordan. Our region is going 
to experience an economic 
boom which nill benefit 
everyone. Our people have 
always been innovative and 
entrepreneurial. We turn 
the hardest of times into 
challenges and opportuni- 
ties. If we seize the moment 
and take steps towards 


we will succeed. If we take 
the right steps to improve 
relations between private 
and public sectors, and en- 
courage the private seaor, 
we will help our country 
and everyone in it. 


Tbe writer is a Jordanian 
businessman. He contri- 
buted tbe above artide to 
tbe Jordan Times. 


FOLLOWING IS the 
text of a qteech givai by 
General Boutros GhaK on 
(be occasion of tbe World 
Food Day last weds. 


‘Food for air 


I AM pleased to resume 
the annual tradition of 
celebrating World Food 
Day, on the anniversary of 
the founding of the Food 
and Agriculture Or^isa- 
tion of tiie United Nations 
(FAO). 

This year marks the 49th 
anniversary of the FAO, 
making it just one week 
older than the United Na- 
tions itself. I look forward 
to next year, when together 
we will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of both of our 
organisations. 

With today's advances in 
agricultural science and 
technology, the world can 
produce enough food to 
feed its five and a half 
billion people. This is a 
remarkable achievement. 

But more is required. 
Millions of people across 
the world do not have ready 
access to food. More than 
1,200 million people — 
mostly in Sub-Saharan Afri- 
ca and South Asia — live in 
abject poverty. About 800 
million or two thirds of 
these people are under- 
nourished. The problems of 
hunger and malnutrition re- 
main unsolved, and are of 
increasing global concern. 

Food security means the 
ensured abili^ of a country 


through domestic produc- 
tion or import capacity. 
Never has it been more 
clear that food security will 
require ever-widening 
cooperative effort. 

Food security is closely 
linked to the other great 
concerns of our day- Chil- 
dren's rights, the environ- 
ment. human rights, natural 
disasters, population, social 
development, women’s 
rights and human settle- 
ments — each has or will be 
the special focus of a global 
conference convened by the 
United Nations. Together, 
they involve the various 
dimensions of our greatest 
global challenge — the 
^allenge of development. 

The theme of this year's 
World Food Day, “Water 
. for Life", highlights the 
links between food security 
and sustainable develop- 
ment. 

Water is vital to sustain 
and suppon life. Most wa- 
ter supplies are used for 
agriculture and food pro- 
duction. World water re- 
sources can probably meet 
die needs of the world populatioa. 
But unequal distribution of rainfall, 
pollution and land 
degradation, have all re- 
sulted in unequal distribu- 
tion of freshwater supplies. 
This has led to water scarci- 
ty in many, predominantly 
poor countries. 

Water conservation and 
water-use efficiency are 
thus directly linked to the 


broader concerns of Agen- 
da 21 — adopted by the 
United Nations Conference 
on Environment and De- 
velopment at Rio de Jan- 
eiro in 1992. Chapter 18 of 
Agenda 21 specifically calls 
for action in the manage- 
ment and protection of 
freshwater resources. 

Coordination within the 
U.N. system and support 
for grass roots efforts must 
be strengthened in this 
area. 

In addition to Agenda 21, 
today's multiple program- 
mes of activity dealing with 
water resources stem from: 
Hie Mar del Plata«Action 
Plan of the 1977 United 
Nations Water Conference: 
and the Statement of the 
1992 Internationa] Confer- 
ence on Water and the En- 
vironmental, held in Dub- 
lin. Among others involved 
are: 

— The FAO 

— The International 
Fund for Agricultural De- 
velopment 

— The United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) 

— The United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) 

— The United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) 

— The World Bank 

— The World Food Prog- 
ramme fWIT) 

— The World Health 


Organisation (WHO) 

— and the Re^onal Eco- 
nomic Commissions. 

Just last month, the Sub- 
commttee on Water Re- 
sources of the U.N. Admi- 
nistrative Committee on 
Coordination met with 
these many actors. 
Together, they considered 
measures to promote coor- 
dination among their va- 
rious programmes. In this 
regard, I am particularlv 
encouraged by the joint 
effort of FAO and UNDP 
to establish a Sustainable 
Food Security Task Force. 
The work of the task force 
will include efforts to im- 
prove water management at 
a local level. 

I am also encouraged by 
recent efforts to focus on 
the special concerns of Afri- 
ca in this area. 

As a complement to its 
Institute for Natural Re- 
sources in Africa, located in 
Accra, the Council of the 
United Nations University 
is setting up an Internation- 
al Network on Water, En- 
vironment and Health in 
Ontario. Canada. And, the 
United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification, 
with a particular emphasis 
on Africa, will soon be 
opened for signature in 
Paris. 

The General Assembly 
has declared March 22 
World Water D"ay. 


ternalional Day and 1996 
the Imernarion'al Year for 
the Eradication of Poveny 
— a goal which dovetail's 
with food security. We musi 
take these opportunities, 
along with the upcoming 
global conferences, to inte- 
grate food security and wa- 
ter resource concerns into 
all other development acti- 
vities. 

Hie World Summit on 
Social Development, to be 
held in Copenhagen ne\i 
March, should yield multi- 
lateral commitments to 
fight poverty, unemploy- 
ment and social disintegra- 
tion. These commitments 
can reinforce and advance 
efforts for food and water 
security. 

The Founh World Con- 
ference on Women, to be 
held in Beijing in late 1995. 
should produce measures 
for advancing the role of 
women in sustainable de- 
velopment, panicularly in 
rural areas where water 
concerns are often greatest. 
And. the United Nations 
Conference on Human Set- 
tlements (Habitat II). to be 
held in Istanbul in 1996. 
should bring multilateral 
agreements "on water re- 
source issues in urban 

On this World Food Day. 
as we contemplate the spe- 
cial role of w ater, in achiev- 
ing “food for ail". I call 
upon the intemationai com- 
munity to make the man- 
agement and protection of ; 
water resources an integral 
part of our efforts to 
achieve sustainable de- 
velopment and enduring j 
human progress. ' I 


lAF to boycott possible speech 


(OntiBiied from 1) 
ty with the Jewish state. 

But opposition to the trea- 
ty will only be expressed in' 
democratic, constitutional 
and lawful manners, lAF 
leaders stressed. 

They sud they would fi^t 
the peace treaty in Parlia-' 
ment, at the party and popu- 
lar levels. lAF members have 
reportedly been attacking the 
treaty during the religious 
sermons at mosques. 

Mr. Mansour said the lAF 
will also be organising rallies 
to express their rejection of 
peace witii Israel, stressing 
tiiat Tallin are a legal means 
of expressing points of view 

Jordan. 

Mr. Mansour was foicefui 
in stressing Islamists will not 
tolerate additional alleged 
encroachment by the govern- 
ment on their democratic 
rights, saying the bloc “leaves 
all its options open" to deal 


with such developments. 

Hie opposition accuses the 
government of preventing 
anti-negonadons rallies after 
Ae signing of the Washington 
Declaration on July 25. The 
Islamists strongly attacked 
tbe government for that, 
saying it was blocking Aeir 
tnews from reaching Ae peo- 
ple. 

Tbe Islamists* “battle” 
against Ae peace treaty in 
Par liam ent received a major 
blow Saturday when the lAF 
f^ed to win any leadership 
posinon in speakership elec- 
tions. 

The candidate behind 
whom Aey put Aeir weight 
for Ae speakership of tbe 


House lost his bid to pro- 

f eace Deputy Sa'd Hayel 
rour and so did Aeir candi- 
date for the first deputy 
speaker of the House lose to 
peace supporter Abdul Hadi 
A1 Majali. 

However, this will not stop 
Ae lAF deputies from raising 
a lot of noise in protest 
against Ae treaty. wiA lAF 
members saying they will do 
everyAing possible to pola- 
rise oppotition to peace vriA 
Israel under one banner. 

But parliamentary sources 
said tbe lAF stands no 
chance of defeating the treaty 
in Parliament no matter how 
much effort Aey put into Ae 
fight. 


Jordan stands for sovereign rights 

(CfmAmed from page 1) natural cransitional measure 

in Ae occupied territories since the territories are co- 
from Jordanian Awqaf to vered under the self-rule 
Palestinian Awqaf was a agreement. 


GIA claims 
killings 

(Cootinoed from 12) 

terminded and executed by a 
group of extremists. 

More Aan 10.000 people 
have been killed in violence 
triggered by the cancellation 
of January 1992 parliamen- 
tary eiectioAs that the Islamic 
Salvation Front was winning. 

The announcement came 
as some SO journalists met 
Saturday to Hicraicc Aeir pre- 
carious situation in Ae face 
of attacks. A 2()th journalist 
was killed last week in an 
attack blamed on Islamic ex- 
tremists. Eight newspapers 
on Saturday ended a 72-hour 
strike to protest Ae killings 
of Aeir colleagues. 

“What do we do not to 
die?” asked one reporter at 

the meeting, held in Ae 
guarded press house in the 
centre or Algiers. 


Many Journalists and iniei- 
lectuals — favourite targets 
of extremist attacks — have 
fled Aeir homeland, going 
mainly to France to protea 
themselves. Most foreigners, 
also prime targets, have left 
Algeria. 

About 500 people gathered 
in Marseille Saturday to show 
solidarity and demand a “halt 
to the killers.’’ 

Algerian security forces re- 
cently appeared to have 
added new muscle to their 
search for armed groups. The 
new fervor coincides with 
efforts by Algeria's military- 
backed government to 

negotiate with fundamental- 
ist leaders. 

Talks are cuTrentiy at a 
standstill with the Islamic 
Salvation Front demanding 
more concessions before 
undertaking negociatiems. 
They see the possibility to 
meet with all their comrades, 
including Aose in exile, in 
jail or involved in the armed 
conflict. 
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Kuwait 

might 

raise 

customs 

fees 

KU>\'AIT (R) — Kuwait, 
struggling to curb a Gulf war* 
inflated budget deficit, may 
impose new fees that could 
double customs revenue, offi- 
cials say. 

A panel of state officials is 
preparing six alternative 
plans to increase customs 
charges on most of the emi- 
rate’s imports. Ibrahim .AI 
Ghanim. director-general of 
customs, told Reuters. 

"1 prefer the plan that 
achieves a (customs income) 
rise of SO or 100 per cent," 
said Sheikh Ghanim. a mem- 
ber of the committee formed 
by Finance Minister Nasser 
.A1 Rodhan. 

The results of the study will 
be given to the cabinet during 
the^current fiscal year ending 
on June 30. 1995. and it will 
decide which system it wants 
to adopt. Sheikh Ghanim 
said. 

Officials such as Sheikh 
Ghanim see plenty of scope 
for increasing customs re- 
venues. which normally 
accounts for less than five per 
cent of total state revenue. 
Kuwaiti customs fees are 
among the lowest of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries comprising Saudi 
.Arabia. Bahrain, the United 
.Arab Emirates. Qatar. Oman 
and Kuwait. Sheikh Ghanim 
said. 

in I9S4-S9 imports were 
worth on average 1.7 billion 
dinars i S.^.“ billion) annually . 
.Average customs income was 
iusi 60 million dinars (S700 
million) annually in that period. 

Sheikh Rodhan. after 
meetings with parliamenta- 
rians in June, said he wanted 
to increase state revenue by 
about 1 00 million dinars 
million) in 1994 95. His 
plans envisaged mv*«st of the 
new revenue coming from 
inaeases in customs 
charges. 

Revenue from customs 
levies in calendar 1993 
amounted to about TO million 
dinars (S235 million). The 
emirate projects a 1.502 bil- 
lion dinars (S5.0 billion) 
budget deficit in 1994 95, 
equivalent to a quarter of 
gross domestic prc^uct. 

Sheikh Ghanim ^ed out 
radical customs hikes. 

"We are a trading country, 
there is no space for such 
increase.” he said. "We also 
abide by Gulf CooperaUon 
Council agreements that 
keep customs of member 
countries at a maximum of 20 
per cent on normal goods." 


U . S . banker urges Arab countries 
to provide more economic information 


KUW'AIT (R) — Arab Gulf 
states should make economic 
information more widely 
available to attract back some 
of the billions of dollars in- 
vested overseas by the privte 
sector, a U.S. banker said 
Sunday. 

The suggestion was one of 
several made by Robert Hor- 
mats. vice chairman of Gold- 
man Sachs Internationai Ltd. 
about how Gulf states might 
repatriate funds placed out- 
side the region. 

“Sometimes it’s very hard 
to get information from this 
region.” he told a conference 
on Gulf banking. “A flow of 


He was speaking in answer 
to a question from the floor 
after delivering a paper on 
global capital flows at the 
conference hosted by the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council and National Bank 
of Kuwait, a commercial 
bank. 

The Inter- Arab Investment 
Guarantee Corp says be- 
tween 19^ and 1992 total 
Arab private investment out- 
side the Arab World was 
about S6S0 billion compared 
to S11.9 billion in the Arab 


Worid. 

Mr. Hormats advocated 
the development of interna- 
tional accounting standards 
whi^ he said were not uni- 
versal in the region. 

Also, the should in- 
crease the eff^ency and li- 
quidity of local capital mar- 
kets and widen the range of 
the assets that could be 
bought. 

He said privatisation 
formed part of this proceu 
but “I do not believe in priva- 
tisation for its own sake." 
Piivatisation without making 
the necessary regulatory 


changes had no meaning. 

He said that, for example, 
a 1993 World Bank report on 
privatisation in Kuwait out- 
lined considerable scope for 
selloffs. But be cotnmented 
that the process could not be 
rushed. 

“The real test of privatisa- 
tion is not the sp^d with 
which it is conducted but the 
care an quality that goes into 
its praparatiOD.” 

Mr. Hormats said that 
even if cmly 10 or IS^per cent 
of overseas investments were 
attracted back into the Gulf it 
would ^ve a significant boost 
the region’s economy. 


Iran loses 
Vs of its 
agricultural 
production 
each year 

TEHR.AN (AFP) — Iran 
loses around 30 per cent of 
its agricultural production 
each year because of prob- 
lems with storage, trans- 
portation and distribution, a 
new^per has reported. 

Deputy .Agriculture Minis- 
ter Hassan Tabatabai said at 
an agriculmre seminar that 
the lost food could feed 15 
million people and he called 
for urgent action to solve th 
eproblem. the English- 
language daily Iran News 
said. 

"W'e have the potential to 
be self-suffident in food pro- 
duction a nd can even export 
food.” it quoted Mr. Tabau- 
bai as saying. 

Iran increased its agricultu- 
ral production by 30 per cent 
after the 19S0-19SS war with 
Iraq, but the country still 
needs to import several 
items, such as grain, to feed 
its population of 60 million. 

Some 3.5 million tonnes 
wheat are expeaed to be 
imported in 1^4. despite a 
proierted domestic produc- 
tion of 11.5 million tonnes. 
Iran produced over 17 million 
tonnes of strain in 1993. in- 
cluding 10.^ million tonnes of 
wheat? 

However, tiie authorities 
have vowed to increase wheat 
production 14 million tonnes 
within five years, although 
meeting the goal will require 
greater investment at a time 
when Iran is mired in a finan- 
dal crisis. 

The authorities also have 
to deal with the problem of 
waste by consumers. 

Iranians throw away S300 ' 
million worth of bad' bread 
each year. The government 
subsidises 75 per cent of the 
price of bread, to the tune of 
more than a billion dollars a 
vvar. according to offida) fi- 
bres. 


APEC ministers agree to deepen 
small- dialogue business policy 


.OS.AKA, Japan (AFP) — 
Ministers from the Asia- 
Padfic Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum agreed 
Sunday to deepen their 
newly-launched ^licy dia- 
logue on small-business de- 
velopment in tandem with 
the private seaor. 

Japan's International 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto told a 
news conference that minis- 
ters from the 17 countries had 
agreed to meet again next 
year in Australia &er their 
inaugu^ meeting in Osaka. 

A joint statement released 
at the end of the two-day 
ministerial meeting, which 
also included various busi- 
ness leaders from .APEC 
countries, said small and 
medium enterprises were “in- 
creasingly im^rartant” for the 
region. 

The ministers called for 
in-depth studies on regional 
interdependence, more open 
trade and deregulation for 
small businesses and sugges- 
tions on how they could ad- 
just 10 such an environment. 

In addition, they recom- 
mended that an existing 
group of experts on small and 


medium-sized enterprises be 
upaadcd into an “ad-hoc 
poucy-level group” reporting 
to senior officials of the five- 
year-old fortim. 

The statement said that 
smaller enterprises were 
“well-positioned for business 
expansion” and that sus- 
tained economic growth and 
new employment opportuni- 
ties depended to a “great 
extent” on their activities. 

“Addressing problems in 
the areas of human resources 
development, access to in- 
formation technology and 
technology sharing, the 
availability of financing and 
market access should be 
priorities of all APEC mem- 
ber economies,” the state- 
ment said. 

But it also noted that poli- 
cies adopted by each APEC 
member to with such 
priorities “will necessarily 
differ depending on the eccn 
nomy’s stags of development 
and other spedal circumst- 
ances.” 

Masafumi Onishi. the head 
of Osaka Gas Co. Ltd. who 
chaired the private-sector 
forum, said in a report. 


attached to the statement 
that “more substantia] man- 
agement resources” should 
be devoted to these areas. He 
also called for the expansion 
of establishment of related 
information networks. 

“It is equally essential that 
APEC member economies 
create more business-Mendly 
environments.” he said, call- 
ing for forther deregulation 
and measures to liberalise 
trade and investment. 

Mr. OnisM said the APEC 
private-sector participants 
also sought harmonised stan- 
dards a^ mutual recogni- 
tion, simplified customs proc- 
edures. transparent adminis- 
tratfon and improved market 
access. 

Australia's Small Business. 
Customs and Construction 
\finister Chris Schacht told 
tile joint news conference at 
the end of the two-day meet- 
ing that he wanted to prom- 
ote greater private-sector 
partttnpation next year. 

“We cannot be. effective 
ministers for small and 
medium enterprises if we 
don’t have the input ftom 
(small and medium enter- 
prises) themselves.” he said. 


Russia promises low inflatioii 
in tough 1995 budget plan 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
pledged a crackdown on in- 
flation in its 1995 budget 
plans, but a deal approved in 
outline form last week is still 
far from reali^. 

Economists, wary of a gov- 
ernment promise of one per 
cent monthly inflation next 
year, said big risks remained. 

Parliament could throw a 
spanner in the stabilisation 
works, spending and revenue 
targets may be hard to meet, 
and new loans to dose a 
budget gap are not yet on the 
table. 

'^ere are three big ques- 
tions about the budget,” said 
a senior Western economist. 
“Can the government get it 
through parliament, can they 
do what they are promising to 
do and. even if they do, will it 
actually work?” 

International finandal in- 
stitutions and the Group of 
Seven mdustrial states have 
been urging Russia to make a 
comprehensive drive to com- 
plete economic reforms, sta- 
bilise the rouble and bring 
inflation down. 

On paper at least, the 1995 
budget is Russia's answer. 

It envisages a deficit 
amounting to 8.3 per cnet of 
gross domestic product and 
promises to fond this by 


Taiwan 
cuts tariffs 

TAIPEI (AFP) — The 
Taiwanese parliament has 
approved an average 2.81 per 
cent reduction in tarifft on 
758 imports as part of a bid to 
join the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), parliament offidals 
said. The finance committee 
of the parliament passed 
t^ithcut objection the reduc- 
tion propo^. which will low- 
er the current nominal rate of 
8.89 per cent to S.64 per cent, 
the offidals said. 


Mauritius lectures Africa on economic growth 


GRAND BAY. Mauritius 
(R) — Leadcfs of Mauritios, * 
which has enjoyed sustained 
economic grovith in the past 
decade, have advised other 
African countries to follow 
their model if they want to 
achieve genuine growth. 

“Universal development 
models do not exist, but I am 
confident that the Mauritian 
model can be adapted to the 
spedfidties of member 
states,” Mauritian ^ime 
Minister Anerood Jugnautii 
told delegates from the 22- 
member Preferential Trade 
Area of eastern and southern 
Aftica (^A). 

“Mauritius has made much 
headway in the past decade in 
the area of sodal and econo- 
mic development and has ac- 
quired wide experience in im- 


plementing several straie^es. 
nnduding stnicniral adjust- 
ment. and establishment of 
new areas of production, 
such as expon processing 
zones,” Sir Jugnautii said. 

His statement came as the 
one-week PTA meeting en- 
ded in the early hours of 
Sunday. 

Mauritius central bank 
governor Indur Ramphul 
warned delegates that, de- 
spite optimism that the world 
economy was recovering, 
prospects for most Afri^ 
states were limited. 


"Economic progress has 
been extremely uneven. The 
growth performance of low 
income countries in our re- 
$on is weak, their external 
viability is undermined by 


high debt burdens.' and they 
face rampant unemployment 
and deteriorating IMng stan- 
dards,” he said. 

In a paper presented at the 
conference. Sir Ramphul said 
that in spite of reform efforts, 
poverty among Africans was 
expected to worsen. “Revers- 
ing this trend will be one of 
the most challenging tasks in 
the years ahead.” 

Sir Ramphul added ±at 
sound macroeconomic poli- 
cies, though necessary, would 
not aloue ensure sustainable 
growth on the Aftican conti- 
nent. 

“This is evidenced by the 
fact that after 10 years of 
structural adjustment policies 
pursued in sub-Saharan AJji- 
ca, unemployment has in- 


creased fourfold and real 
wages deelined by one- 
thb^” he said. 

Sir Ramphul said world 
income was forecast to rise to 
S500 billiDn with the conclu- 
sion of the Uri^pay Round 
of talks in April. 

But it was unlikely that 
African countries, exjMrting 
commodities and importing 
foodstuffs, would derive 
tan^ble benefits from the 
accord in the medium term. 

memb^ are Angol^ 
Burundi, Comoros, Djibrati, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Mala- 
wi. Mauritius, Seychelles, 
Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Nami- 
Ua, Rwanda, Mozam^ue. 
Swaziland and Tanzania. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



"We need to make our kisses more 
interesting, i’m going to attempt a 
tripie Iqop-the-ioop with a twist!” 
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Print answer here: 


Now arrange the eireie<l letters to 
(omi the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested Dy the above cartoon. 

rxxn - cxm 

^i^nswers tomorrow) 


securities and the effective 
use of S6 billion of expeaed 
mternatioual aid. 

Central bank credits, the 
current inflationary way to 
close a budget gap, are out. 

“It is posable 1995 ^1 
become the year of srabflisa- 
tion and in the following year 
we will be able to ma n a g e 
without any Western ae- 
dits,” Izvestia newspaper 
Saturday quoted Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander 
Sbokhin as saying. 

It is the time since 
economic reforms began that 
Russia has presented a 
budget before foe start of tbe 
year. 

The fina^ version of foe 
1993 budget was only 
approved in December of 
ttet year, while pariiament 
took until t^ summer to 
approve 1994 spending plans. 

Mr. Shokhin describe foe 
budget as “a new ideology.” 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, speaking before 
the government gave the 
plans a provisional seal of 
approval, said it represented 
a new concept and a tougfier 
line on reform. 

Russia, which launched 
economic reforms in January 


1992, has broi^ 
inflatiosi down so sin^ef i . 
gures this ^fear after 
double-di^ nses for maekiS 
1992 and 1993. 

But Sep t em b er prices net 
7.7 per cent due to big Ions 
to fariK md remote nonfadas 
regoas. up from A ugust’ s 4,5’ 
per cent. Prices rose six per 
cent betwees Oct. 21 and IS' 
after tbe rooUe crashed to «B . 
all-tiine low of 3,926 ifie ' 
dollar. 

Tbe cuneocy has sinoe 
bounded to around 3,CK^ pez 
dollar. 

Tbe finance mkiistiy said 
in a satement Friday ifaar 
new d^ on ecoaooric policy 
in 1995 could lead to a stud- 
io loan from the Internatiotf. 
al MonOaiy Fund (IMF) and 
a stabOisatiem fund for foe 
rouble. 

Tbe statement, issued after 
talks with IMF officials, said: 
“Tbe qi^doR wus discussed 
of granting Russia a stabiliia- 
timi ft^ and reserve credtis 
immediately after readme 
agreement on a governmem 
and central bank piugianaae 
of action for 1995.” 

But opponents to fast-trade 
Russian reform fear that 
painful moves to curt) infla- 
tion will drive companies to 
the wall. 


TOP SCORES 


DAJANrS 

Gold & Gems Jewellers. 

Amra Hotel. 6th Circle. Amman. 
AMETHYST: for protection and spiritual 
attunement. It reduces mental tension 
and induces dream. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY OCTOBER 24. I9M 
Sy Thomas S. Person, Astn^oger. Carroli Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take thing easy today and don’t 
make any drastic -ehan^ at .this,, ante. Break away from any 
annoying drcanutances but be tactiol and don't show your attitude 
to someone who could be spttefIl^^‘ 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April |9) Begin the week properly by 
coKjpetating with your fellow associate, but be (xi die guard for 
nnpi^a^nr mattccs whlch could be harmful to you. 

TALIRIIS; (Apn7 20 to May 20) Take time to be of greater service to 
others. Avoid a fellow assodaie who does not lue your way of 
accofn{Ashing your assigiunents. 

GEMINI: (May 21 10 June 21) Make appointmeacs for some pleasing 
lime later, but avoid over-spending. Know what h is your aiaie 
desire of you. Be accurate with all of your assumptions. 

.MOON CHHJ)REN: (June 22 to July 21) Daytime is best for 
handling domestic affairs since there oodd be conflicts developing in 
the evening. Drive on the highway with care. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Please important contact who can help 
with your success. Live the philosophy which you believe in. Erratic 
driving could cost you. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) Follow your intuition where 
money and property matters are concerned. Be sure to go over 
reports and statements for their accuracy. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make sure you do not argue 
with family or friends about uonecessary subjects. A frustrating 
situation may come up. so take it in stride. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make vour plans early for 
important activities ahead. Get right to the duties ahead of voi 
don't complain about their existence. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to December 21) Get in touch wiUi 
gp<^ friends who can assist you. .Make new plans about a newi 
assignment in the quiet of your study. Tact is important. 
CAFMCORN; (December 22 to January 20) This is an ideal 
morning to make plans for the future for you and your loved ones. 
Avoid BCiivities in the evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January2i to February 19) Go to a trusted advisor for' 
the spiritual help you may need for an endeavour. Meditate quietly ' 
to restore your energies. Go to bed eariv. 
nSCK: (February 20 to March 20) Try to please your mate in the 
rimming. Be sure you don't argue with anvone vou come in contact 
with today. Since silence is ^den. 

Birthstone of October: Opal Tourmaline 
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Fora^ Exchange Market Summary 
(October 17 — October 21, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar depreciated sharply against other 
currenciw at the end of last week. It endid the week 
0.© per cent lower against the yen, 1.13 per cent lower 

U.S. mit dedmed Monday, on news that the nilins 
coalition in Germany had won the elections. It retreated to a 
two year low ag^st the mark to reach 1 .4930 during trading 
boms, before climbing back at the close. 

On Tu«^y, the dollar continued to depreciate against 
sterlmg, white apprwating marginally against the y^ and 
die mark. Tne dollars depredation was attributed to 
mmouTS that the vice president of the Federal Reserve Bank 
(Fed) has said that the Fed has no intention to tighten its 
monetary policy before year-end. However, the dollar 
depreca ^ i^ r that day when Fed offidals denied the 
mmoor. Pront-takmg also contributed to the dollar’s appre- 
dadon. 

The dollar draredated further Wednesday. It dropped 

larply against the yen, on early trading hours, to reach 
96.75 yen, sKghtly above its lowest level against the Japanese 
currency since World War n. The dollar’s depredation was 
due to the release of the U.S. foreign trade statistics showing 
an increase in the defidt with Japan by 2.4% to $5.8 billion 
in August. The overall trade defidt dedined to $9.74 billion 
compared to expectations of $9.9 billion. 

However, the dollar appredated later that day, on 
amcems that the Bank of Japan mi^t intervene in the 
martlet to prop the dollar. In addition, comments made by a 
Fed member that the Fed has to tighten its monetary policy 
)Tted by the U.S. unit. 

Thuis^y, the dollar continued its depredation to 
reach a two year low against major European currendes. 
whOe testing its World War II low against the yen. The 
dollar was affected negatively by the release of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of miiladelphia report on area manufacturing 
activity. The report show^ an increase in both the retail and 
wbolesaie prices by 51.3 per cent and 32.6 per cent in 
September, respectweiy. 

Analysts indicated diat these reports have contributed to 
traders' telief that the_ U.S. is still experiendng rapid 


economic growth, which could lead to rising inflationary 
pressures. 

Meanwhile, comments by the U.S. treasury secretary, 
stating that the U.S. has no intention to intervene to support 
Its currency, contributed to the dollar’s decline. 

The doll^ rose slightly against major currendes Friday, in 
view of remarks made by the U.S. treasury secretary that the 
U.S. and other G-7 countries are ready to support the dollar 
when it is appropriate. This news underscored traders’ fears 
of possible concerted intervention by central banks to 
support the dollar. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5003 marks. 97.24 
yen and at $1.6260 to the pound sterling. 


Deutsdie Mark 


Swedish Krona 



European , 
motorists 
face heavier 
petrol taxes 

LONDON (R) — Europe' 

* motorists will face higher pet- 
rol prices over the next few 
months as cash-strapped gov- 
ernments raise petroleum 
taxes to shore up their fi- 
nances. 

“Petrol is the easiest thing 
to tax in the world. It’s the 
cheapest way for govern- 
ments to raise revenue," said 
Peter Regnier from Britain’! 
Oil Price Assessments Ltd. 

Motorists have benefited 
from marginally lower pump 
prices since August because 
of weak international oil 
prices. 

But tax rises sweeping 
across Europe are likely to 
reverse the trend, Mr. Reg- 
nier says. 

Motorists in Britain. 
France and Spain should all 
expect higher prices by Janu- 
ary. Greece and Italy could 
also be in line for a jump. In 
Luxembourg and Etenmark, 
they absorbed inaeases in 
October. 

Mr. Rosier says unleaded 
petrol price rises could ex- 
ceed leaded in many coun- 
tries because governments no 
longer feel required to give it 
tax breaks Unleaded sales new 
outstrip leaded in most Euro- 
pean countries. 

The proposed French 
bud^i outlines a 33 centimes 
per litre increase in unleaded 
prices against 24 centimes in- 
leaded. Britain and other 
governments could decide to 
go the same route, Mr. Reg- 
nier says. 

Spain is expected to add 
four pesetas per litre to pump 
prices, including a one per 
cent rise in VAT. Switzerland 
intends to introduce VAT on 
fuel in January, but prices are 
unlikely to lx affected be- 
cause it replaces a “turnover 
lax.” 

Germany currently has no 
plans for tax rises, but the 
recently elected government 
could yet come up with 
changes, Mr, Regnier added. 


Austrian mission widens 
business ties in Jordan 


By Martina Sabra 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The two-day- 
visit of an Austrian trade 
delegation to Jordan has 
found a very positive echo 
and “fulfilled Austrian ex- 
pectations," Austrian embas- 
sy's commercial anache. Dr. 
Michael Angerer, said Sun- 
day. 

The business promotion 
tour, which also included 
Egypt and Gaza, according to 
Austrian Chamber of Com- 
merce's Middle East Office 
Director Fritz Langer. 
“aimed to provide Austrian 
companies with an opportun- 
ity to strengthen economical 
cooperation through personal 
experience and direct talks 
with leading business repre- 
sentatives, as well as provid- 
ing them with new contacts in 
the region.” 

Delegates of 13 Austrian 
companies, among them 
manufacturers of industrial 
machines, tools, metals, che- 
micals, and food industrv 
supplies, held talks with 
around 130 Jordanian busi- 


ness representatives, at Am- 
man’s Regency Palace Hotel. 

According to Mr. Angerer. ' 
the number of finalised con- 
tracts was small, but “we are 
more interested in the quality 
than the quantity of con- 
tacts." he added. 

Mr. Langer mentioned Au- 
stria's importance as a door 
for Jordan to the countries 
and markets of Eastern 
Europie. He underlined the 
excellent and year-long poli- 
tical ties between Jordan and 
Austria and Jordan's special 
role in the peace process, 
which would be likely to 
strengthen the country's im- 
portance for the future eco- 
nomical development of the 
region. 

The volume of Austria’s 
trade with Jordan amounted 
fo $30 million, in 1993. and is 
likely to increase hy $4 mil- 
lion to $34 million in 1994. 
to Jo 


all exports. 

While Austria ' ^ 

mainly manufactured goodsT 




accounted for 0.1 per cent of &tria in 1995. 


industrial equipments and, 
pharmaceutic chemicals, Jor- 
dan exponed fenilizers. tex- 
tiles and vegetables. 

Mohammad Samadi. 
Secretary-General of Jor- 
dan's> Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, in a meeting with 
Mr. Langer Sunday, stressed 
the necessity to equalise the* 
trade balance between Jor-' 
dan and Austria and to focus 
on joint ventures. Up to now. • 
trade relations between the' 
two countries mainly rest on 
agents selling Austrian goods 
in Jordan. 

Mr. Langer, i 

Sunday with Jordan's Chai.. 
ber of Industry President 
Khaldun Abu Hassan, ex-' 
pressed his wish that a de-' 
legation of Jordanian busi- 
ness representatives visit Au- 


I meeting; 


Austria's total exports. Jor- 
dan's exports to Austria 
totalled $1 million during the 
same period accounting for 
one per cent of Jordan’s over- 


fact -finding-mission, 
consisting of seven Austrian • 
company delegates, headed 1 
by Mr. Langer, leaves for 
Gaza Monday. 


GIC chief: Arab Gulf banks 
should seek specialist niches 


KUWAIT (R) — Arab Gulf 
banks looking for a new role 
in a crowded market should 
consider specialising to ex- 
ploit profitable niches 
opened by privatisation, an 
investment expen has said. 

“While overbanking in the 
traditional banking area is 
still the case, the field is stil 
[wide open in specialised 
banking," said Gulf Invest- 
ment Corp. chief executive 
Khaled Al Fayez. 

“These (opponunities) in- 
clude corporate finance, mer- 
gers and advisory services. 
The move towards privatisa- 
tion opens up a great oppor- 
tunity for our banks to create 
for themselves a regional 


niche," he explained. 

Mr. Fayez, a Saudi, was 
speaking at a conference on 
Gulf banking in the 1990s 
organised jointly by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and National Bank of 
Kuwait, a commercial bank. 

He said that there were too 
many traditional commercial 
• banks in the GCC states of 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Some of the region's 160 
banks were too small and 
technically backward to com- 
gete regionally, let alone glo- 

“Keeping up with the vast 
advance in technology is 



FOR RENT&SALE 

Many villas and apart- 1 
ment^ furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

I For foore details call: 

'Abdoun Real Estate 
I Td. 810605/810609yS10520 '| 
Fax: 810520 


I Furnished & unfurnished | 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 



Tel: 

688816-681113 


STUDIO BAK 

ftofeqsionBl Q^ty in 
1 Hoar Service' 

Devdop your, colour film at 
our shop and/get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfae 30% larger 

* Free outarg^ 
20 X 30 cm 


^FlaLO.Tel 
•^SECURmr 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Streel. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Su^rmacket 

Mongoliaii Barbeque tor 
LupcJi Friday only 
Tel:S1«214 

Conre and raste our 
specialities 

Opcm daily 12KX) - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - MSinidit 
V Air Conditioned Hall ^ 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls Schorl 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — NCdai^t 

Tet. 63896$ 


I TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
^nd^ JQrinks^ | 

of Delicious Snacks 
. Tel, 685211 Fax. 617779 . 

I Middle East Hotel - Shmeteari I 


SZEMWftN 6 ARBENS 
6 HINS RESTftDRAirr | 
lypiCBl Chfaiese Ibo* 


Takm avny is avmOabk 

Shat Al-Arab Street 
Um Wialnai Coamamai Germ 

TelJ 861174 

Aau 1utc4 Afcmiis uvcd 


To Suit All 
Budgets 

Esnsipr!, 
Suris 

FOR^RENT^ 

^TelK829882s:^.4. 

Fsuc. S29883 


^ HAVE YOUR GRILL 
m CHOOSE YOUR 
^ SAUCE AND 

:hjoya ntEE\ 




FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


ISANABEIT 

REAL ESTATE 

I Tel. S64230 
Fax. 864231 




OmniLink 

J HAM73iH GROUP 1 
brJiRe Fdrnislied Offices. 

'* SecRiaiial Semes. * CoBiier Senriees. 
**nanshtiQBAInierpieiiiig.* Acsfinile. 
And muy Other semea 

SbaBtsmi«IbflaBbCenia»HBiNCtSt. 
PXX Ba 990121 •AoBBn tUSSJet^ 

577940 te.(962<ld3197* 


r Arwwwsia/aMnAvoctf... 1 

1 >vis.a.Ws please. 1 



Jabai Al Webdch/Tel.637 1 01/637102 





I One aad two Bedrooms - 
I Reasonable Rates For 
t Short or Long St ay 
I 5th Circle ' 

! 674563-674551 
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probably beyond the means 
of many of the small banks in' 
the Gulf," he said. “The cosf 
of technology has some ma- 
jor implications as to 
strategy, as it means banl^' 
will have to be more selective, 
in what they do." 

Some should merge to be-' 
nefit from economies of 
scale, while Gulf govern- 
ments, as the largest users of 
banking services, could help 
others by diverting more 
state business to them. 

Others might want to di- 
versify internationally but 
would have to weight this, 
carefully as some lacked the- 
skills and management depth 
to assess credit risk in un-, 
familiar areas. 

“Gulf banks' competitive' 
advantage beyond their re- 
gion is very limited. It boils 
down in my judgement to our 
knowledge of our area and 
our access to business origi- 
nating from our area,” he 
pointed out. “We are re- 
latively small players. None 
of us counts in the top 200 
banks of the world in terms of 
our size or our equity." 

Mr. Fayez said the regional, 
financial market was frag-, 
mented and Gulf central 
bankers should help boost' 
cross border banking by lift- 
ing legislative barriers to in- 
tegration. 

Such moves would create a 
genuine regional capital and* 
money market and help pave 
the way for a unified econo- 
mic market. 

GIC is owned by the six 
GCC states and funds busi- 
ness and industrial ventures 
to diversify' member states' 
economies away from de- 
pendence on oil. 

Kuwait's central bank said, 
the Gulf may have too many: 
banks for its own good, and 
to survive some should 
merge, cut costs or improve 
services. 

“Only strong banks sur- 
vive. There is no room for 
slackness or reluctance in 
taking appropriate decisions, 
or for boasting of past 
achievements." governor. 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah, told the conference. 

“Bank mergers are seen as 
an important instrument of 
rationalisation." he said. 

Banks and the private sec- 
tor generally will be in- 
creasingly called upon to help 
develop the region's state- 
dominated economies, but' 
banks will need to reform 
themselves if they are to play 
an effective part, he stressed. ' 

He said banks faced four 
challenges — overbanking, 
new technology, customer 
service and costs. 

“Overbanking is a phe- 
nomenon in the GCC," he 
said. There were 160 banks in 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil of Saudi Arabia. United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain. 
Qatar. Oman and Kuwait — 
only one less than in 1987. he 
said. 

Speakers at the banking 
conference said payment of 
Gulf war costs and low oil^ 
prices have curbed Gulf gov-_ 
emments' ability to fund de- 
velopment and spurred a 
move towards privatisation. 

They had increased the de'- 
mand for private seaor fi-^ 
nance and transfer to ih^ 

banks more of the burden of 
funding growth and aliocat-l 
ing resources. 

Sheikh Salem said bener^ 
application of new technolo- 
gy in settlement and payment; 
woudi greatly improve ef^-- 
ciency. -• 










the lead in Italy 


(AFP) — Parma took 
alten^iary lead in the Ita- 
lian i Le^e championship 
Sunday feUowing a 2-1 win 
over Mttom club Reg^ana. 
^ Marco converted from the 
spot after the headed opener 
by Italian international Dino 
&^o. 

.Baggio’s namesake, 
i^berto. FIFA's 1993 Player 
6^. -the Year, contirmed his 
mtum to form after injui/ 
with the second goal is 
Ju.s'entus’ 2-1 vicior\' at Cre- 
mpnese. 

.. The 22-times Italian cfaazn- 
pions moved up to fourth 
thanks to Gianluca Vialli in 
tf^ in the 3^ minute and 
Sag^o four minutes later. 
’.AS Roma were to host 
^a^giari in Sunday’s late 
ihatdli and a win for Roma 
would put them above Par- 
ma. 

' 'Lazio moved up to second 
after last y^'s top scor- 
er,* ^useppe Signori, hit an 
88tii minute goal in a 2-1 win 
at* Genoa. 

'AC Milan, who now have 
just one point from three 
European Champions 


L.e3gue matches, could only 
man^e a goalless draw with 
Sampdoiia at the San Siro 
stadium. With just one win in 
their last four matches, Fabio 
Capello's onoe fear^ team, 
are struggling. 

Milan lost at lowly Padova 
last week and also bad 
Frendi international Maroe! 
Desaxlly sent off. That result 
capped a disastrous week for 
the European champions 
who were beaten by derby 
rivals Inter in the flist-le^ of 
the Italian Cup days earlier. 

They then had two points 
deducted by UEFA from 
their European Champions 
League tally for an incident 
in their re^t home dash 
with Austrian side Casino 
Salzburg in which the vialing 
goalkeeper Otto Konrad was 
hit by a bottle. 

Fibrentin^sbot firom 
ninfo to fifth spot with the 
attacking performance of the 
day as tmashed visitors Pado- 
va Vl. Imly’s top scorer Gab- 
riel Batistuta from Argentina 
hit the fourth to keep 
him ahead with eight strikes. 



Paris St Germain revive 
title hopes with 4-0 win 


PARIS (R) — French cham- “You are going to be sm- oto — onenrej^ re..; 
pions St Germain, in- prised becanre we wi'* ItoiS IS' 

Srired by Brazil’s Worid Cup H back ro the of the JS c 

player l4i. revived their title league. And we’Ulre hot co^ 

iiopes late &toid^ with a tenders for the title, coadi prudent Michel Deta^. . 
cinshing 4-0 win away to L nis Fetn andg said. __ satO; :■ .7. 

. r Fetnandez denied his team Penisoi had i taible reast^ 7 

Rai. sidetaned for most of mainlv ibensed on the to celdme as CluiWJlu l u a;' 

the early season in the wake cnronean Champions thednbheisedtotimberene. 

of Bi^’s worid rifle, redire- in which they are tajdng over PSG, seated a . 

overed his attacking flair with -_iy® 10 have won all rare 44) away viczoiy oaor 

two goals and bron^t the three eionp games. former European ih i mf t nm. 

Faririans back mio ride con- He said Ire had newr lost Maiserile in a m^or seeobd. 

1....- 1. . - 1. w foith in Rai: “He was ptofcs- fivisioB npsa. ^ 

Sunh before the kick-off. „ .^t. to Nantes, imbeaten for Ilie., 

PSG to fot^.m the hard, md tonight Fm 14th coosocmive aaaicfc wegfc, 

rable. s« ^mts behmd m- ^ *hat be not their attackii* sAw at- 

beaten leaders Nantes who had -o ofe” Soebaoz and coach Jea» 

had to settle for a lacklustre _ was deaifc' 

~;oalless draw at Sochaux. The BrazUian opeud tte 

'Wicb Nantes’ nearest riv^ scoring with a fine header m 


Paris Saint (Germain’s striker Rai (right) First Diviskm socco* maldi bdd in Nke, 

attonpts to avoid the tadtie from Mce*s southmi Fiance Saturday (AFP photo) 
defendos Fr£d&ic Gioria as part of France’s 


Lyon anking 4-0 at Lens, tiie 20th minute, supplied the “Ywx can be 

Paris St Germain made the deciave pass to Liberia’s only when you 

most of a night of prolific George 'Voah. to the second like 

scoring in the Fren^ League goal and made ii 3-0 fixmi the sc^, ’ be sm. . 

— 26 goals — to confirm on left in the 68ib minute. Pascal It stm a p fwn itilft 

tlje domestic front their im- Nouma sealed victory two night for IM at 

maculate showing in the minates later. secoxi-pla^ Lyon aa mpeo 

European Champions' “We sometimes bad the at Leas and now nafl Name* 

League. impression that there were by fonr points. 


^Gothenburg clinch 
Swedish league title 


.STOCKHOLM (R.) -- 
Gothenburg clinched the 
Swe^sh League title Sundav 
..with a goal 15 minutes from 
-.tkne on the final day of the 
season for a stirring 2-1 away 
victory at championship^ 
rivals Maimo. 

. . The defending champions, 
who needed a win to claim 
their I5tfa league title. looked 
• like missing out until Nfikael 
‘MartinssoiT struck the deci- 
sive goal in the 7Sth minute. 

Orebro, who began the day 
level with Maimo and a point 
behind Gothenburs. won 5-0 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

• Furnished super aeluxe and new ?la! on ihe ground floor 
consisting of 2 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. 2 large salons, 
with a dining room. 2 Sitting rooms new and fully 
equipped kitchen, oarage, separate ei'.trance, large 
.outdoor veranda, with smaii garden located a! Lfm 
Uthaina. Tempting Rent. 

Call tel: 865970 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAINA 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon and dining room, central heating, telephone, 
deluxe furniture, new building. Suitable for diplomat. 

Please call tel. 8202S9, 826493 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 


Volvo 240 GL — 5 door estate/model: - odour; White 

Sealed bids may be addressed to: 

Second Secretaiy/Embassy of Sweden. P.O. Box 830536 
Amman. 

Closing date: Monday 7th November, 1994 

Car can be inspected at the Embassy of Sweden * Amman, 
Tel. 669177/8 


U.S., Japan, Cuba, 
China, Brazil win 
again in volleyball 


No expense spared, but no big 
names expected at Student Games 


at Landskrona to finish 
runners-up. 

Gothenburg cook the lead 
in the 21st minute through 
Stefiin Undq%ist. but Maimo. 
placing in tone of 25,500 
partisan fans, equalised just 
thm minutes later with a 
goal from Jorgen Feneisson. 

GbtSenbnig” ire currently 
second in Group A of the 
European Champions' 
Lea^e. level on points with 
Nfandiester United after vic- 
tories over Barcelona and 
Galatasarav. 



S.AO PAULO, Braal (.AP) 
— The United States, 
Japan. Brazil. South 
Korea. China. Cuba, Azer- 
baijan and Llcraine all won 
^tui^y at the women's 
World ’Volleyball Cham- 
pionship. 

The United States scored 
their second sweeping vic- 
tory in as many days, 
trouncing the Czech Re- 
public 25-2, 25-1 and 15-2 
in a match played in Sao 
Paolo. 

Japan and Cuba also 
picked up their second con- 
secutive wins in the cham- 
pionship's preliminary 
round, which is also being 


held in the city of Belo 
Horizonte, about 360 miles 
(560 kilometres) noitlieast 
of Sao Paolo. 

Japan easily beat Kenya 
lS-1. 15-3 and 15-4, while 
Cuba downed the Nether- 
lands 15-4, 15-9 and 15-10. 

Azerbaijan won its first 
game, beating Peru 15-12, 
15-13 and 15-6. 

In Belo Horizonte. South 
Korea won their early 
afternoon game against 
Romania 15-2, 15-3 and 15- 
7. 

Brazil picked up its 
second victory downing 
Germany 15-5, 15-7 and 
IS-5 in a 50-minute game. 


FOR RENT 

An excellent Well-Furnished Fiat 

Location: Rabia suburb. 3 bedrooms, -3 bathrooms, one 
salon and a dining room, separate car parking, newly 
built, area: 200 square metres.'tor further information 

Please call tel: 827974 


FOR SALE 
DUTY-FREE CAR 

Volvo 460 GLI (1,800 c.c.) 1993. 20,000 km. 

A/A., 5 speed / HI FI radio 

Excellent condition/brand new (Price: JD9.500) 

For more information piease contact: 
Juan, Embassy of Chile 

Tel: 814263 - 823360 


WANTED FOR 5 STAR RESTAURANTS 
& BANQUETTING AND CATERING CO. 


l-G. MANAGER 

2 ■ SALES & PUBLIC BELATION MANAGER 
3 -SECBETABy, ENGLISH SPEEEIN6 
& TYPING 

FOKENTERVIWl 


Tel.; 603632 From (12:00 - 5:00 p.m ) 


FUKUOKA. Japan (AFP) 
— Fukuoka is waiting for a 
wind of change to save its 
multi-million dollar invest- 
ment in next year’s World 
Student Games and even the 
future of the event itself. 

The 1,000-year-oid 
Japanese port was saved by 
stonns, that were christened 
divine winds, when they 
twice blew away flotillas o'f 
Genghis Khan’s invadeis in 
the 13th centurv'. 

Now. the diy’fatiiers want 
the winds to divert the 
world's top young sportsmen 
and women away from a clut- 
ter of rival sports cham- 
^onships. 

“We are not sure if big 
names will come," said Hide- 
toshi Machida, executive 
director of the Fukuoka Uni- 
versiade organising commit- 
tee. “But we will do our best 
to bring them in." 

The demise of amateurism 
in big-time sports has left the 
Uniwrsiad in desperate need 
of sponsors' money, media 
attention and world-beating 
competitors. 

Fukuoka has learned much 
from organisationai gaffes — 
missed bus connections, slow 
computer data services and 
Japanese-only inten^reters — 
at this month's Asian Games 
in Hiroshima. 


But it can do little to 
change the overloaded 1995 
sponing calender starting 
with the Pan-American 
Games in March. 

Then comes the August 
5-13 world athletic dmm- 
pionships m Gothenburg and 
the Pan-Pacific swimming 
championships in the 1996 
U.S. Olympic city of Atiania 
sometime in mid-August be- 
fore Fukuoka attempts to 
take centre stage from Au- 
gust 23. 

Another regional Olym- 
pics. the African Games, in 
Harare from September 13 to 
23, could also keep some of 
the world’s athletes away 

from Fukuoka. 

The 1995 Universiade 
promises to be a far cry from 
the 1985 edition in the rival 
Japanese city of Kobe. U.S. 
swimmer Matt Biondi won 
four gold medals and Soviet 
high jumper Igor Paklin 
cashed the world record by 
one centimetre in the very 
final event. 

Since then, the biennial 
Universiade has slumped. 
Sao Paulo gave up the 1989 
edition because of lack of 
finance and Dusseldorf 'in 
Germany had to come to the 
rescue. Sheffield in England 
also lost money in 1991, and 
bow many people remember 


that the U.S. rity of Buffalo 
staged the games last year? 

But Fokooka, best remem- 
bered for its annual men’s 
international marathon and 
women’s judo tonniament, 
had high hopes when it won 
the right to stage the games in 
1989. 

The efty of 1.2 million peo- 
ple needed an international 
event to celebrate its muni- 
cipal centenary. 

But it won a year before 
Italian sport Supremo Primo 
Nebiolo, head of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration (lAAF) and the inter- 
national univeisaty sports fed- 
eration FISU, made the 
world athletic championships 
every two years instead of 
four. 

Fukix^ has invested 300 
billion yen S3 billion in build- 
ing six new sports fadlities 
and roads for its urban rede- 
yelopment project. 

Tbe Bank of Japan initially 
estimated ^ii-off economic 
effects from the Univeisiade 
investment at up to one trii^ 
lion yen (SIO Inition), indod- 
ing consumer 

But as Japan battles out of 
recession, tbe organising 
committee has only reached 
half its goal of four billion 
yen (S40 million) in znmicec- 


ing revenue, ocR of the 
jected operational boK^ of 
17 bfl&m yen. 

Because of tbe lade of com- 
petitive appeal, tbe gfimes 
cannot coinsnand fai^ televi- 
5km fees. 

Still, Che U.S. network 
ABC and tbe ^obal news 
diannel CNN are expecte d to 
send commentators to 
Fukuoka Games, said Yoshi- 
Osawa, ibe oonnntnee's 
broadcasting d ir ec tor . 

Tbe competitors who do 
turn op can expect tite very 
best of fftdtifies, however — 
especiaiiy Fokooka Dmne, 
one of Asia's first stadmms 
with a Toctf wfaid} can be 
opened and dosed acowding 
to tbe weather. 

Tbe S760-miilioo Dome 
was bnih by icon’s super- 
market king IsaoNakaudii as 
borne groom} for bis profes- 
sional ' baseball team the 
Hawks. U.S. pop’n’roU 
icons Mldiael . Jadoop and 
Meuionna padeed the 
Dome since it opened in 
April last year. 

Some 1,200 apartments in 
a newly bmh complex will 
serve as the athletes* village, 
on a seasde marine park, as 
at the Barcelona Olympics. 
The park will be complete 
with Nakaudn’s 1,025 room, 
36-stoy botet." 


iFQRRENTINABDOQNi 

Most luxury ground floor, with a beauti- 
ful garden & swimming pool, 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms, maids room, . Fully ^ 
equipped kitchen, spacious reception 
area, independent Central heating, Air 
Conditioning, telephone, car park, su- 
perb location near Chili Embassy. 


ici.o-loj:/! ui U'.iuy— / 


FUKMSHEDAPARTMEIVT] 
FORRENT I 

Rrst floor of 220sq.in. in a two-floor private 
building in the best residential area, between the 
4th and 5th Circles ( near the Guest's Palace ) , 
Zahran St. Jabal Amman, overfooking large 
beautiful private garden . Luxuriously furnished. 

Consists of: large salon, dining room, a double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic washing ma- 
chine, 3 balconies-Crystal chandeliers and cho- 
sen carpets. Central heating, telephone, colour 
TV, and video. Car park avail^le. 

If interested please calliTeL 671509 



TWICE A WEEK 

Cjulf Air is proud to introduce its nonstop flights 
from Laraaca to New Yoric every Wednesday and 
Saturday morning in ad^tion to two nonstop flints 
from Bahrain. Whichever you you'll flv 

in comfort and style on our new Airbus A340. On 
board, you'll enjoy our special new in-flight 
entertainment system, and superb levels of cuisine, 
service and traditional hospitality. Come aboard for a 
world of di^rence. 

fOR MOBS INFORMAnON ON ROUTES A.ND SERVICES 


Sbxn: I2S0. 3d0. SKX). 6d0. 800. lOdO 


CONCORD "2" 

PELICAN BRIEF 


Presents: 
Children’s theatre 

■WmOUKANDTHEMAaCIJUr 

at 10 a.m. 

For reservatioii call tel: 
618274-618275 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

<<PUNCTURED 

BAC” 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

AI Satam Ye Salkm 

Daily at 8:30 pjn. 

4 Sunday Is tht 
tnBstrB s holidsy. 


















Sports 

Johnson keeps IBF crown 
against determined Segura 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1994' ^ 


AlXANTIC CITY, New 
Jersey (AFP) — Tom “Boom didn’t 
Boom” Johnson held off a Seei 


^timig iro top, but be for the Bfth time in less than 
ra t drop his hands.” 14 months, reportedly had 

Sogora, the IBPs top- trouble making the 126- 


^tetermined challenge from ranked contender, turned pro poond (57 kg) weight for the 
here Satur- m 1985. He won nine of his fight, was clearly leg weary m 
^toret^hisInternalMi^ first 11 pro fights as a junior tfe 12th, though^ he was 
Bojwg F^eration (IBF) lightwei^, then he quit. thromng nearly as many pun- 
feathe^i^t title by nnani- “I had no business m the cbes as ever. 

decision. _ ™6»” *fr® 28-year-old from “The 12th round is just as 

^SpgiM, a oneuiiie jouip_^- California said, adding: “I important as the first round,” 
mm WTO tranaormed h^ had problems and I wasn’t said Johnson, who has said he 
sm mto a title contender training. I was drinking.” approaiAes every defence as 
after survi^ a road aoci- TTien came the accident in if he were fighting for a 
dent that loued his wife and hispick-ep truck. Segora suf- vacant title, 
luby dmgbter in IS^, trok fer^ a broken ankle, his “I don't ever think about 
tbe fi^it to tro champion three-year-old son was unin- gettiTi p relaxes. When a guy is 
frroi the openmg bell. jnred, but his wife and eight- swingin g at you, you know 

He absorbed all the monthH>ld daughter were Idl- he’s trymg to win and you 
lyniMunent Johnson could led. can’t relax. My goal was to go 

(fim out^mdudizig a second- “Yon never forget that in and win every round.” 
row right that rocked him, day,” be says. “Yon learn to The judges scored it 118- 
and kept commg back for accept it and get on with your 110, 118-110 and 117-111 for 
u..!. -a. T I. j *-• God, I was Johnson, who took his record 

1 tbou^t I had him,” able to tom my life around.” to 37 wins against two draws 
Johnson said of that second- Both fighters came out and one defeat with 23 
round blow that staggered swinging, but in the end knockouts. 

Segura. “But he’s got good Johnson had tbe edge in Segura, who was on a five- 
deteuces. He covers up very speed and accuraCT. fight unl^ten streak going 

well. I tried to throw some to The champion from De- into the bout, has now a 


well. I tried to throw some to The champion De- into the bout, has now a 
the body to set him up for troit, who defended the title 25-7-1 record. 

Swedish league bans NHLers 
who will not play full season 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 
Swedish Elite L^gue voted 
Saturday against allowing 
North American National 
Hockey League (NHL) play- 
ing to sign short-term desJs 
with their former Swedish 
teams during the lockout. 

Only NHLers who agree to 
play the full season in 
Sweden will be able to join 
their old teams, the league 
said. 

The vote was not unani- 
mous among the 12 teams 
that took part in a meeting at 
Stockholm's Arlanda Air- 
port, the Swedish new's agen- 
cy TT said. 

Only 50 of the 300 mem- 
bers in the Swedish Eiite 
League's players union were 
in favour of having NHLers 
on the teams, according to 
results of a survey released 
last week. Later, two teams 
supported the idea after 
unanimdus votes. 

The Swedish. League is^^e 
firn in Europe not allowing 
NHLers to play for their old 
teams during the lockout. 

. “We think it would be un- 
fur to let NHLers play for a 
shorter period,” said Tommy 
Topel, president of the Swed- 
ish Elite League. “It could 
affea the league in an un- 
natural way. And the rosters 
have already been set a long 
time ago.” 

Patrick Camback, who 
played for the Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks last season, 
made his debut for Vastra' 
Frolunda this week after he 
agreed to stay with the club 
throughout the season. 

Most of the 30-plus Swed- | 


30REN BRIDGE 


WE HAVE JUST 
BEGUN TO JFIGHT 
Neither vulnerable. South deele. 
NORTH 
* Q J 6 2 


ish NHLeis have returned 
home during the lockout and 
at least a dozen inquired ab- 
out playing for their old 
teams. 

Saturday’s decision could 
mean that some of them will 
try to get jobs in neighlrour- 
ing Finland and Norway. Pitt- 
sburgh’s Tomas Sandistrom, 
who was born in Finland, 
reportedly has inquired about 
playing for a Finnish league 
team. 

Toronto's Mats Sundin 
smd Finland “looks like a 
good alternative to get 
match-tough.” 

'Tm little bit disappointed. 
We've been allowed to prac- 
tise and I was really hoping to 
play in Sweden during the 
lockout. It's a pity because 
the Swedish league is the best 
in Europe. 

“But the Finnish league is 
also competitive. Using 
NHLers proved to be a big 
success for the league and its 
teams.” 

Quebec Nordiques rookie 
Peter Forsberg may go to the 
Norwegian league, where his 
father Kent is coaching 
Valerengen. 


“We decided to let Mats 
Sundin (of the Toronto Ma- 
ple Leafs) and Tommy 
Soderstrom (of the New 
York Islanders) play with us 
during the NHL labour strife, 
but we accept the league's 
majority vote,” said Ingemar 
Drakensjo. chairman of 
Djurgarden. a Stockholm- 
based team which leads 
Europe's top hockey league. 

All 24 Djurgarden players 
voted Wedne^ay in favour 
of Sundin returning to the 
team during the lockout. 
Soderstrom. a goalie, later 
turned down the offer. 

Forsberg, who clinched 
Sweden's Olympic victory 
against Canada eight months 
ago, also had hoped to play 
for his old Swedish team 
Modo during the lockout. 

Four Finmsh NHL stars, 
Jari Kurri (Los Angeles), 
Teemu Selanne (Winnipeg). 
Esa Tikkanen (St. Louis) and 
Christian Ruuttu (Chicago) 
played their first game in the 
Hnnisb league Thursday. 
Germany, the Czech Repub- 
lic and Russia are also allow- 
ing NHLers to play there 
during the lockout. 


Edberg wins Hong Kong championship 

TENNIS ROUNDUP 


“I don't ever think about 


can’t relax. My goal was to go 
in and win every round.” 
The judges scored it 118- 


STEFAN Edberg beat de- 
fending champion Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands 

6- 3, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 Sunday and 
won the $763,S(X) Marlboro 
Championships. 

Edt^rg, ranked fifth in the 
world, took one hour and 49 
minutes to stop &ajicek and 
avenge his defeat in last 
year's final. The Swede has 
been runner-up twice in the 
Hong Kong tournament. 

Both players struggled with 
their serves early in the 
match, with Edberg hitring 
eight double faults in the 
opening set. Krajicek, who 
blasted 22 aces in his semifin- 
al victory over American 
Pete Sampras, had only one 
in four service games. 

The players traded service 
breaks in the first two games 
but Edberg's consistency pul- 
led him through as he broke 
Krajicek's serve again in the 
sixth game en route to win- 
.ning the first set. 

lOujicek started the second 
set with a service break in the 
second game but Edberg 
broke back immediately and 
the set went to a tiebreak, 
which the Swede w'on 7-4. 

A service break in the sixth 
game was enough to give 
I Edberg the third set and the 
! title, worth $220,000. “I was 
, struggling with my serves in 
the first set, but I was serving 
a lot bener in the second and 
third and I am very pleased 
with my overall perform- 
ance,” he said. 

Chang keeps Bering title 

In Beijing home favourite 
Michael Chang retained his 
Beijing Open crown here 
Sunday, downing Sweden's 
Andres Jarryd. First-seed 
Chang, ranked seventh in the 
world, took an hour and a 
hajf to beat the Swede 7>S. 

7- 5. 

Jarryd. 138th in the world, 
fought hard but did not cause 
a moment's serious concern 
to the 22-yeaTH3ld Chinese 
American — who had the 
crowd behind him. 

With the absence of other 
top-ranking players, the 
$350,000 ATP tournament 
often looked like no more 
than a training session for 
Chang. He picked up the 
$42,000 winner’s cheque and 



140 points in the ATP rank- 


Agassi to face Sticfa 

In Vienna Andre Agassi 
continued to display the form 
he used to win the U.S. Open 
Saturday, trouncing top- 
seeded Goran Ivanisevic 6-4, 


final against Germany’s 
Michael Stich. 

The third-seeded Amer- 
ican. playing in his first 
tournament since the U.S. 
Open, was undaunted by 19 
aces from the Croatian and 
looked a strong favourite to 
beat Stich again and win the 
$410,000 Vienna tourna- 
ment. 

In the first semifinal, 
second-seeded Stich breezed 
past .Austria's crumbling 
Thomas Muster, the fourth 
seed, 6-3. 6-3, dominating 
play even more than the re- 
sult suggested. 

There was never a dull 
moment for the 8,500 capac- 
ity crowd at Vienna’s Stad- 
thalle Indoor Arena as Agas- 
si controlled with sliced cross 
volleys and long passing 
shots, often only centimetres 
inside the line. 

Agassi's precision and 
speed unnerved Ivanisevic, 
who admitted he found no 
antidote to counter the surg- 
ing American. 

Andre is playing incredibly 
now ... I simply had to risk 
too much today,” said Iva- 
nisevic, who beUeved he had 
played good tennis neverthe- 
less. 

Ivanisevic, the defending 
CA Trophy champion, had 
an impressive start, serving 
six aces in his first two games. 
He broke Agassi's service for 
3-1, but then slowly faded. 

Agassi broke 'back im- 
mediately. and then powered 
on relentlessly. Ivanisevic's 
service got less and less accu- 
rate, resulting in crucial 
double-faults. 

In the second set. Agassi 
increasingly dominated play, 
breaking Ivanisevic at love 
for a 3-2 lead and wearing 
down the hapless Croatian. - 

“I didn't know what to 
do.” Ivanisevic confided. 
“When I hit hard, the ball 
came back even harder. 
When I slowed, he im- 



St^an Edberg 
mediately played a winner.” 
In Flushing Meadow. 
Agassi celebrated his fifth 
victory against Stich, beating 
the German 6-1, 7-6, 7-5. 

In Vienna, the American 
clearly was the darling of a 
crowd disappointed by Mus- 
ter's poor showing. Every 
point was greeted with strong 
applause and whistles. 

Rosset, Courier in Lyon final 
In Lyon, France, Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland and 
Jim Courier of the United 
States gained the final of the 
$6(X),0W Lyon Open tourna- 
ment with straight-set victor- 
ies Saturday. 

Rosset, seeded fifth, easily 
beat top-seeded Andrei Med- 
vedev of Ukraine. 6-2, 6-2, in 


72 minutes. Rosset, the 1990 
champion here, used his big 
serve to handle Medvedev. In 
the quarterfinals Friday Ros- 
sei dealt South Africa's 
Wayne Ferreira his first loss 
in four tournaments. 

In the other semifinal 
Courier, fourth seeded, defe- 
ated Russian Andrei Chesno- 
kov, 6-3, 6-4. 

It will be Courier's second 
final of the year. He lost in 
Nice last April. He has failed 
to win a tournament since 
August of 1993 when he cap- 
tured the title at Indianapolis 
and has fallen to no. 14 in the 
world. 

All-Czech final in Btighton 

In Brighton. England, 


title-holder Jana Novotna' 
staved off a fierce challenge, 
from Julie Halard of Frahcer 
Saturday to claim a place 'in' 
the final of the Brighton *In-; 
temarionai Women’s Indoor 
.Tournament. 

Novotna was due to face 
fellow Czech Helena Sukov'a 
late Sunday in the final after 
the 1990 runner-up beat Lat- 
via's Larisa Neiland 6-4 ‘0-6 
7-S in the second semifinal.' 

Second seed Novotna 
achieved her fifth successi've' 
straight-sets victory over 
seventh seed Halard but ha'd- 
to battle hard in the secqhd 
set, twice recovering service 
breaks, before wrapping lip a 
6-3 7-5 victory in 94 minute^. 

She described Halard^' 
play as “ugly” but the French 
player's ferocious ground- 
stroke battery from the back 
of the court was highly effec- 
tive. if not pretty. 

“It was very tough, e^- 
cially in the serand set. Sti^is 
a very difficult player to face 
because she hits the ball ^ 
hard to keep you behind the 
baseline and then throws in a 
short ball. She is very unpre- 
dictable.” Novotna said.. : 

Halard’s resistance looked 
short-lived initially when s.he 
was broken twice from 3-3*iTi 
the first set and trailed 0-1 in 
the second. But the Frenph 
player suddenly lifted her 
game to give Novotna a fight. 

“My self-confidence is 
building up all the time arid 1 
never thought for one ni^ 
ment that I would not win 
this match,” said Novotna 
who won her last tournament 
in Leipzig three weeks sgo. 

“It w'as good to have' a 
difficult match like that be- 
fore the final because f ha- 
ven't really had a tough' test 
like that ail week.” 


PA RIS 

and onward to the whole world 

T HREE FLIGHTS A WEeK 
AS OF NOVEMBER 1st 
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Saturday 

tuesday 

friday 

AMMAN 

dep. 

23H59 


Ci5h-iS 
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JWIR FRANCE . 


Sales : 69831”/'S - Reservation : 666055 
Adminisiraiion offices: 676665 -Accouniing ; 667816 - Airpon. ; 08 539^0 


CauDt your winneiw but keep 
■nek of your losers as welL W'hen 
ute eoriy play develops unfavondily. 
rou may have to revise your plA 
coQpleialy- to avoid a loser you were 
nitblly willing to surrender. 

After South opened one no 
Uump, North cheesed on a posable 
4-4 or better fit in a major. Even 
thou^B heart Gt was located North 
dd not have quite enough to jump 
to gens because of a lack of prime 
taids. However, the ruffing value in 


I ^owed, or iT the who was 


.declarer had already lost two 
Uida and had a sure trump loser, 
"'bila a suoecssAil qwda Gnesee 
voold give declarer two winners in 
U>a Buh. it would stiD leave a made - 


coveted by tbe king end tak- 
«n qr the ace. Tbe remaining dia- 
®J^W|^cashed si^ 

U to the jack in the hope- of 
"'mping that evlt from the do- 
hand When West was BOW 
in with the king of beana. 
^ forced minor-nit retain allowed 
?^brar to iu£F in one hand wfa3g 

diyHTriiua the spade loser from the 



:\MDDl£-EASr raaOGY SHOW- AMMAN JORDAN 

AtFfejaluitng: Apple, , Microsjofl, AST, M'ltac, Cotcomp, 
" ’rGotewoyr Arc.' SnhacleMicro', Sun, Amber, Cyberstar, 
Boss, Zeos, DTK, LEO, Eujitech, Silicon Graphics, Wang 
-Seikosba, Texas Instrument, Tangent 

>'1 -j^Oefober ' 25-28, 1994, at the Amman International Exhibition 

’.©(iwWfrtfby- OfllcW PublicqHon Sponmedby 

‘ r - V ^ - - 

_ pma ^ 

HTnmOM afUMBK 

p;o;Boi Amman 11195 Jordan, T6l./Fax 962 6 683549 


Under The Patronage Of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein . 
The National Music Conservatory/ Noor Al Hussein Foundation' 
presents 

in cooperation with 

The itaiian Embassy I The French Cuitural Centre ' 







MANFRED STRING QUARTET 

Maestro Antonro Sartii de Letto „ ■ ■ „ 

Mane Bereau (violin). Luigi Vecchioni 

A PIANO RECiTAL (violin) Alain Pelissier (viola) and .- 

of pieces by Liszt, Rossini Busoni and Verdi Christian Wolff (cello) 

Wednesday, 26 October 1 994 - 8:00 p.m. Thursday, 27 October 1 994 - 8:00 p.rri; 

The Royal Cultural Centre The Royal Cultural Centre 

Ticket price: JD 5 Ticket price: JD 7 

Tickets available from: 

Babiche. tei. 661322: The French Cultural Centre, tel. 637009; The NaUonal Music Conservatory, te 
667620; Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 607100; The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026. ^ 
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News 


■■ 


Israel plans to import 19,000 
workers to replace Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Tbe Israeli govemmem on 
Sunday approved the impon 
of 19,000 foreign workers to 
replace some of the Palesti> 
hian agriculture and con- 
struction labourers barred 
fcom Israel after a bomb in 
Tel AnI^' killed 21 people. 

A cabinet statement said 
the decision would provide 
4,000 more foreign workers 
to the farming sector and 
15:000 to Israel's building in- 
dustrv'. 

Some ministers hailed the 
move as a step toward ending 
Israel's dependence on 
Palestinian workers. 

Other ministers warned the 
whittling down of the Palesti- 
nian workforce in Israel 
would strain the Palestinian 
National Authority (PN.Al 
running self-rule in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of 
.Jericho undisr the vear-oid 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation fPLO) peace 
deal. 

Israel sealed off the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank in- 
definitely after a suicide bom- 
ber blew up a Tel .Aviv bus 


last Wednesday. 

‘'Our efforts at the mo- 
ment are strategic, to arrange 
things so that we can operate 
fram the economy’s point of 
view for a longer period on 
the basis of separation (be- 
tween Israel and Palesti- 
nians)." said Economics 
Minister Shimon Shetreer. 

Absorption Minister Yair 
Tsaban expressed concern: 


day's closure brought the 
number to zero for the indefi- 
nite future. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said after imping it 
that Israel faced ‘'a big deci- 
sion" on separating Israelis 
from Palestinians permanent- 


Iv. 


In Cairo. Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told a 
press conference that the clo- 
sure was a '^emporaiy mea- 


on the residents of the terri- 
tories... we must take into 
account the difficulties of our 
(peace) partner and not only 


own difficulties." 

Unemployment in the 
Gaza Strip ac^rding to U.N. 
estimates is running'at 40 per 
cent. 

The new workers, to in- 
clude a group from China, 
would be in addition to 
34.200 workers from Roma- 
nia and Thaiiand brought to 
Israel during previous clo- 


Communications Minister 
Sbulamii Aloni warned of the 
dangers of breeding greater 
extremism among the Palesti- 
nians. 

Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein, of the 
left-wing Meretz party, also 


sions '‘defensive measures to 
save our people from the risk 
of another catastrophe like 
the bus bombing." 

The disengagement pro- 
cess began months ago and a 
border fence is at an adv- 
anced stage of construction 
around the Gaza Strip. 
Several Labour deputies cal- 
led at the weekend for a 
fence to be put between 
Israel and the West Bank. 

But 70.000 Palestinians 
were still working in Israel 


said that Israel would not 
maintain the closure per- 
manentlv. 


when the bomb went off and 
they have now been deprived 
of their livelihoods for ars 
uncertain period. 

The cabinet agreed Sunday 
to extend the work permits of 
foreign workers already in 
Israel for one year and to 
impose heavy fines on Israeli 
smployees using illegal 



LIFE UNDER SIEGE: Pslestinians pass escaped with minor injuries as his comrades 
Israeli sc^diers patroUisg the curfewed town ops^ fire immediatelT and shot the man 
of Hebron on West Bank fbOowing Che dead (AFP plioCo) 
stabbing a soldier on Sunday. The soldier 


Since .March -2993 the 
Palestinian workforce in 
Israel has been reduced to 
60.000 from 90,000. Wednes- 


"It's not going to become 
permanent, it's not colleaive 
punishment.'' he said. *Tt 
means we have to exercise 
more control over those en- 
tering Israel from the terri- 
tories.’' 

He called Sunday's deci- 


Tfae majority of the 19.000 
will be emplo^ in construc- 
tion with 4,(X]0 in agriculture. 
Israel will look to Bulgaria, 
Romania. China and Thai- 
land. the officials said. 


GIA claims killing of 
oil workers in Algeria 


PARIS (.Agencies) — The 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GlA). the most radical of 
the Algerian fundamentalist 
organisations, claimed re- 
sponsibility for killing two 
foreign oil workers this week 
in its latest newsletter, 
obtained here Sunday. 

"The sabotage and des- 
tnicoon squadron carried out 
an attack on an industrial 
infrastructure killing two 
Christians, one French and 
one Italian." the latest issue 
of El Ansar (the Partisans) 
said. 

"The installations were set 
on fire during the attack.’' 
the newsletter added. 

Islamic guerrillas raided an 
oilfield 400 kijocnecres south- 
west of .Algiers operated by 
the state oil authoritv- Sonat- 
rach on Tuesday, killina 36* 
vear-old Frenchman Philippe 
Hetet. and Italian Mauro De- 
ll' Angelo. 40. Both worked 
for the Franco-American 
group Schlumberger. 

The raid was the first 
'attack on the oil and gas 
sector, which represents 95 
per cent of Algeria’s e.xport 
earnings, and' was clearly 
aimed at scaring off foreign 
petro-chemical firms, whose 
technology and expertise is 
yi^ to maintaining the flow 
and developing new reserves. 
. : Algeria 15 the biggest pro- 
ducer of natural gas in the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
the world's fifth biggest 
ejrorter. 

^e latest killings brought 
the total number of fore- 
igners killed to 66 since the 
GIA ordered foreign nation- 


als to leave the counoy or 
risk attack. 

In a separate incident, the 
director of the Islamic Insd- 
rute at Batna. 400 kilometres 
southeast of -Algiers was 
assassinated Friday, the press 
reported Sundav. 

Tahar Halis. ol. a father of 
eight, was killed as he left the 
mosque after saying his 
prayers at dusk. 

Halis had been the political 
commisar for the Nadona] 
Liberation Front (FLN). the 
counrrv's former sole partv-. 
He was also honourary imam 
at Fri^y prayers in one of 
the town’s mosques. 


He was the fourth universi- 
ty employee to be killed since 
jilay. The others were the 
rector of the university of 
Bab Ezzouar in Algiers* and 
the diteaors of the veterinary 
institute of Algiers and the 
agronomy insdtue in Blida, in 
the south. 

Security forces lolled 47 
Islamic extremists in a four- 
day period last week — the 
hipest toll in eight months. 

'The extremists, described 
as armed, were killed in 
clashes in various regions 
around the country, amrd- 
ing to the Saturday communi- 
que by security forces. 

The last time security 
forces reported such a high 
toll was in March when a 
manhunt was launched fol- 
lowing a mass breakout from 
a high security prison in the 
eastern Aures mountains. 
Some 1,000 prisoners 
escaped in the breakout mas- 


(CoatUmed on page 7) 


Militants kill tourist, 
injure 4 in Egypt 


Majali rejects PLO assertion 
on treaty clause on Jerusalem 

Peace projects involve $25b, will create 
jobs, premier tells government ofGcials 


.ASSIUT (.Agencies) — Sus- 
pected Muslim militants 
opened fire on a tour bus in 
southern Egv-pt on Sunday, 
killing a Bntish tourist arid 
wounding three others and an 
Egvpftan driver. 

The Interior Ministiy said 
in a statement the bus was on 
a road that is not designated 
for tourist buses and the driv- 
er. .Ahnad .Abdul Kader. had 
not notified police of his jour- 


Security sources said a wit- 
ness saw three men wearing 
traditional robes open fire on 
the bus with machine-guns in 
the town of Naqada in the 
southern province of Qena, 
500 kilometres south of 
Cairo. The gunmen escaped. 

The Interior .Ministry 
named the dead tourist as 
John Byers and said the other 
three tourists in the bus as 
well as the driver were in- 
jured. 

Byers. 46, was shot in the 
right side of the chest, secur- 
irv sources said. His wife. 
Linda Edwards, was slightly 
injured. 

Tourist Manine Morris, 
47, suffered a ftaemre in her 
right shoulder and her hus- 
band, Michael Morris, 46. 
light scratches to his back, 
the sources said, quoting Dr. 
Daoud Nazeem of Naqada 
general hospital. 

The four Britons are from 
London and arrived in Egypt 
last week, the sources said. 

The bus was carrying them 
.from the tourist Ullage of 


Korna to see craftsmen in 
Naqada weaving silk on hand 
looms. 

Militants fighting to over- 
throw the Egyptian gov'ern- 
ment have carried out 21 
previous artacks on tourists in 
Egypt as part of their cam- 
paign to turn the country into 
a stria Islamic state. Six tour- 
ists were killed and 50 
wounded in those attacks. 

Monday’s attack took 
place on a' dirt track leading 
from Luxor to N^da. 
where the tourists want'ed 
visit the temple of Dendara. 
police said. 


The Interior Ministry said 
the mini-bus took an "unau- 
thorised’’ route without in- 
forming police. Security 
forces are on constant alert in 
the Luxor region, where mili- 
tants have carried out several 
attacks in the past. 

In the last attack on tour- 
ists. a German and two Egyp- 
tians were shot dead on &pt. 
27 in Egypt’s Red Sea resort 
of Hurghada. 


The militants stepped up 
their confrontation with the 
government just over a week 
ago by stabbing Nobel Prize- 
winning writer Naguib 
Mahfouz. The 83-year-o)d 
author is recovering from 
knife wounds in his neck 
from the Oct. 14 attack. 


The government's crack- 
down on the rebels following 
Mr. Mahfouz’s stabbing has 
left two policemen and IS 
suspeaed radicals dead. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


' Bahrain-Qatar meeting on dispute faiis Libya to cut off iinks with outside world 


MANAMA (.AFP) — Bahrain and Qatar have failed to 
draw up a joint request for the World Court in The Hague 
to intervene in their border dispute, a Bahraini official 
^kesman announced Sunday. The spokesman, quoted by 
pNA news agency, said representatives of the two coun- ' 
tries had met Saturday in London but foiled to agree. They 
would meet again at a later date. The meeting broke down 
over the status of Zubara. a coastal region in northwest 
Qamr but also claimed by Bahrain, he said. Qatar refused 
to allow the zone to be included in the file to be presented 
to the World Court. The court itself is to meet on Nov. 30, 
at the end of a fiv’e-month period laid down for the 
countries in dilute to submit their request for mediation, 
either jointly or separately. Doha called in July 1^1 for the 
World Court to rule in its fovour for the Hawar islands off 
the Qatari coast as welt as the Dibal shallows between 
Hawar and Bahrain. The dispute dates back to 1939 when 
Britain ruled the region. 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya is to cut off all links with the 
outside world for 12 hours on Wednesday to commemorate 
an anniversary dating back to the Italian occupation, the 
official news agency JANA said. The Communications 
Ministry said internadon^ telephone and telegraphic links 
as well as land, sea and air travel abroad would be 
suspended from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. (0500 to 1700 GN^. The 
"day of mourning" was first commemorated in 1988. 
Tripoli, which is under a U.N. international air traffic 
embargo, says the event marks the deportation in 1911 of 
thousands of Libyans by the colonial power Italy. 


Embattled Rabin nips out for a smoke 


Rabin’s ‘death certificate’ tours settlements 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli hardliners have printed a 
-'Ideath certificate" for Prime Minister Yitzhak I^lrin and 
circulated it in Jewi^ settlements on the West Bank, police 
said Sunday. The leaflet refers to suicide as the cause of 
d^cb and says "the people do not want to commit suid^ 
With you." The former spokesman for the anti-Arab 
movement Kach which was baruied in Februaxy, Noam 
Federman, said he "agreed with the message on Rabin's 
suiddal policy" but denied responsibility. 


Miracle icon comes to help Cyprus 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was forced to pop ' out twice during Sunday's cabinet 
meeting to satisfy his addiction to nicotine. Israel radio 
reported, as anti-smoking laws came into force. Mr. Rabin, 
a life-long chain smoker, found all the ashtrays had been 
removed from the cabinet room v^en he arrived. The new 
legislation bans smoking in virtually all public places, 
induding at work. Restaurants and employeis have to set 
aside smoking rooms or areas. Before Sunday's cabinet 
session Health Minister Ephraim Sneh, a doaor, presented 
Mr. Rabin with the legislation to make it clear that passive 
smoking was out as for as he was concerned, the radio said. 

I^bin, who held the health portfolio until earlier tlus 
year, refus^ to sign the no-smoking bill into law during 
1993. He admitted it would be too hypocritical for someone 
who had never even really tried to lock the habit. the 
eve of the 1967 war, Mr. Rabin, then chief of staff, broke 
down and had to be treated for what he later said was a 
nicotine overdose. 


I^COSLA (AFP) — A revered icon of the Virgin Mapf has 
arrived on Cyprus where the Greek-Cypriots hope it will 
help bring about a solution to the island's 20-year division. 
President Glafkos Qerides and several ocher political and 
religious leaders greeted the Axion Estin icon on its arrival 
at Larnaca airport on Friday, in a ceremony fit for a head of 
state The icon, reputed to be able to work miracles, has 
onlv left its home at Mount Athos monastery in Greece 
three times in the last 1,000 years. It was brought at the 
reguest of the president and Archbishop Chrysostomos m 
the hope of speeding up a Cyprus solution, which has 
defied U.N. mediation since the Turkish invasion of the 
north of the island in 1974. Mr. Clerides said he hoped the 
Greek-Cvpriois would **draw the wurage and stren^ 
from its presence to enhance their foith that Cyprus will be 
liberated from Turkish occupation." The icon is to tour the 
south of the island for two weeks. 


Kuwait discards plan for defence tax 


KUWAIT (AP) — The government on Sunday dropped 
unpopular plans to impose a defence tax on all wage 
earners to help the emirate cover its share of the cost of the 
recent milit^ buildup countering Iraqi threats. The 
government instead will coordinate a campaign for indi- 
vidual donations, Abdul Aziz A1 Dakheel, the minister of 
state for cabinet affairs, told the Kuwaiti News Agenc>' 
after a cabinet meeting. Mr. Dakheel did not say why (he 
defence tax plan, which called for taking 10 per cent from 
the monthly salaries of all wage earners, was scrapped. But 
a government poll of 2,053 Kuwaitis and foreigners 
woricing in the emirate showed that 70 per cent of them <fid 
not approve of the tax. According to A1 Siyassah daily 
newspaper, which carried the poll, 94 per cent of those 
surveyed said they preferred voluntary donations. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister AMul ^am Majali 
on Sunday rejeaed assertions 
that Jor^n's acceptance of 
Israel's recognition of the 
Kingdom’s b&orical role in 
the Islamic shrines in Jeru- 
salem meant that the King- 
dom was also accepting 
Israel's claim that the Holy 
City is its capital. 

If anything, "religious 
guardtan^p Jerusalem ts 
of spraal significance be- 
cause it refines Israel's claim 
that Jerusalem is the eternal 
capital of Israel." Dr. Majali 
said at a w'eekly meeting of ‘ 
the heads of departments of 
the Ministiy of Youth. 

The Patetine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has 
asserted that Jordan, by in- 
cluding an Israeli recognition 
of the Kingdom's religious 
role in the ^lamic shrines in 
Jerusalem in the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty initialled 
las: week, was accepting the 
Israeli claim to the Holy City. 

Dr. h^jali reaffirmed that 
Jordan had no ambitions or 
greed over Jertisalem and 
that the Kingdom was only 
anxious and keen to maintain 
the Arab and Islamic identity 
of the Holy Gty. 

The prime minister noted 
that Jordan bad repeatedly 


stated that it supponed the 
Palestinian quest for political 
sovereignty over Jerusalem 
and that "Jerusalem is the 
capital of Palestine." - 
The prime minister also 
reviewed the longstanding re- 
lations between the Hashe- 
mites and Jen^em which 
were not disrupted bsy the 
1967 war or by Jordan's' 1988 
decision to severe le^ and 
administrative links with the 
West Bank. 


Both Israel and the PLO 
had acknowledged this rela- 
tionship and Jordan's custo- 
dianship of the Islamic 
shrines in Jerusalem and the 
Kingdom continues to pay for 
the upkeep of the holy sties 
and the .Awqaf staff there. 
Dr. Majali noted. 

The prime minister also 
noted that the status of Jeru- 
salem was to be n^oiiated 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel in the final status nego- 
tiations at a later stage, but 
that the issue of the Holy City 
was indeed dealt within 
Security Council Resolution 
242. ' 


nor has it made any conces- 
sions on its resolve to .find a 
solution to the problem of 
refugees. 

The challenge fodng Jor- 
dan is to enhmtce the King- 
dom's productive capacity 
and increase investments, he 
said. 

Dt. Majali announced that 
projects worth S25 billion 
were to be carried out in the 
Jordan Valley. A railroad 
UnidDg Amman with Irtnd 
and the Syrian border is plan- 
ned and seven dams w^ be 
toQt, he said. 

The government also plans 
to build new cities to ease 
urban congestion and press- 
ure elsewhere and many 
other projects were planned 
which would create job 
-opportunities for a large 
number of people, be said. 

‘These cannot be finished 
overni^," said the prime 
minister. 


On the Jordanian-Israeli 
treaty, the prime minisfer 
said Jordan bad not com- 
promised any of its rights in 
water, territory and security; 


Jordan’s foreign debts, 
he said: "The foture is prom- 
ising. pan of the debts will be 
resoieduled and part wSl be 
written off.” 

The prime minister also 
announced that the govern-, 
ment plans to build bousing 
projects for civil servants on 
state-owned land. 


Lebanon 
media 
welcome 
new law 


BEIRUT (R) — Broacasters 
welromed a law regulating 
Lebanon's mass of private 
television and radio stations 
but some said it gave the 
government too mu^ power 
to choose which ones to 
license. 

Under the law passed by 
parliament last week some 50 
television and more than 100 
radio stations that sprouted 
during and after the 1975-90 
dvil war must apply to the 
cabinet for licences. 

The law regulates own- 
ership of television and radio 
companies, set broadcast 
guidelines, broadly defines 
licensing requirements and 
calls for a lO-member nation- 
al council to supervise their 
work. 

It says stations — many of 
them miUtia mouthpieces in 
the war — must not provoke 
seaarian feuds or slander 
heads of state. 

Authorities can ask for im- 
prisonment for offenders who 
get funds to "serve interests 
of a foreign state or agency 
against public benefit, 
touching the political system 
provoking seaarian feuds 
disturbances," the law 


Most broadcasters inter- 
viewed by Reuters agreed 
that Lebanon's chaotic audio- 
risuai media needed regula- 
tio n. 

"It’s not bad at all," Qas- 
Ja'afar, direaor general 


of Beirut's New Television 
(NTV), said of the Jaw. 

"I would not say it was 
fantastic... but I sav we have 
a very good basis, an in- 
fonnation bill unique in the 
Middle East.” 

It is not known how many 
stations will be licensed but 
broadc^ters say a few major 
ones will survive tough licens- 
ing requirements and the cut- 
throat competition for mar- 
ket share. 


U.S. navy boards ship 
said carrying Iraqi fuell 


KUWAIT (A^nries) — A 
U.S. warship interc^ed a 
ship suspeaed of carrying 
Irai^ fuel, breaching U.N. 
sanctions, and divert it to 
Kuwait under escort for 
further investigation on Sun- 
day, officials said. 

"We boarded it and di- 
verted it. It’s loaded with 
diesel fuel that we believe to 
be from Iraq," a U.S. Navy 
spokesman told I^uters in 
Dubai. 

"We have substantial evi- 
dence that she went to Iraq. . . 
the ship has been turned over 
to Kuwait.'’ 

The guided missUed cruiser 
Leyte Gulf, part of a four- 
year-old ship monitoring op- 
eratjon. stopped the 
Honduran-flagged tanker A1 
Mahrousa, in international 
waters in the northern (3ulf 
on Satueday, the navy 
spokesman said. 

He added that navy and 
coastguard personnel 
boarded the Russian-built A1 
Mahrousa to check whether it 
was violating the U.N. oil 
embargo imposed on Iraq 
over its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

One shipping source said 
the vessel, r^iueb displaces 
about 7.300 tonnes when ful- 
ly loaded, was carrying abo«it 
3,000 tonnes of diesel. It had 
an Egyptian and Pakistani 
crew. 

The Kuwaiti government 
was expected to work with 
the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee to decide what to do with 
the vessel. 

A Kuwaiti Defence Minis- 
try spokesman said he under- 
stood the ship would be 
brought in to a Kuwaiti pon 
under escort later on Sunday 
but he declined further com- 
ment. 

Another Kuwaiti offidal 
said Kuwaiti naval officers 
were inspecting the ship and 
would escort ±e vessel into 
A1 Shuaiba port. 

"liiere are some of our 
officers on board the ship at 
the moment carrying out an 
inspection,” the official, who 
did not want to be identified. 


toUJ Keuters. "The ship is 
expeaed to be ancboiiDg in 
A1 Sbuaiba port by sunset.” 

According to the U.S. 
Navy spoke^an. the captain 
said the A1 Mahrousa bad 
been to Iran. But the ship 
bad maps only for the Khawr 
AbduU^ waterway leading 
into Iraq. It also had no 
documeDtation, no bill of lacL 
ing and no manifest. 

Kuwait Radio said several 
of the crew had indicated it 
bad loaded with diesel fuel in 
Iraq's port of Basra. 

The U.S. vessel that inter- 
cepted the Al Mahrousa was 
part of the U.N. maritime 
intercept operation that 
monitors shi]» coming ftt>m 
or bound to Iraq in the Gulf. 

The boarding was the 
second in 10 days and occur- 
^ amid heightened tension 
in the Gulf r^on as a result 
of Iraq massing troops near 
the Kuwaiti border early in 
Oaober. 

On Oa. 13, the U.S. Navy 
boarded the 29,687-tonne 
Greek-owned. Liberian- 
flagged tanker Katerina P, 
saying it had oil believed to 
have come from Iraq. 

Iran and the ship's agents 
denied reports that it h^ 
probably been carrying Iraqi 
gas oil to Iran, and that it bad 
apparently also often carried 
Iranian fuel oil to Iraq. 

The Katerina P is stul de- 
tained in international water 
in the Gulf, its crew and a 
U.S. Naw team still aboard. 

The U.N. sanctions, in- 
cluding a ban on Iraqi oil 
exports, was imposed four 
days after Iraq invaded* 
Kuwait Aug. 2, 19W. 

Colonel Museeb Najm, a 
spokesman for Kuwait's De- 
fence Ministry, said Saturday 
night that the Al Mahrousa's 
crew had admitted they 
loaded the fuel at Basra. 

Col. Najm said Kuwait had 
"accept^ the re^nsibility 
of investigating this violation 
committM by the captain and 
the owners” of the ship. 

Al Mahrousa was on char- 
ter to the German Hattsa 
Shipping Co. 



Disney, orchestra i 
agree to 

settle suit _ 


PHILADELPHIA (R) —5 
The Pbiladeli4ria Ore bestta - 
and wah Dcaiey Co 
agreed to seede die oidie^^ 


trals S35 mxiliOQ lawsaft over - 
royalties from ite soiBidtndb : 
(rf'tfae bocue video vexsioa s# ' 
Fantasia, lawyen said. Tbe.. 
orchestra's lead anonaey» - 
David Pittindey, said that die - 
two sides had "decided amiia* 
ably to resolve the issues. 
More than that we can't s^.** 
The chsptoe arose after Disr 
ney's 2991 release of die as^ 
mated movie classic on 
videocassetie. The 
ladfflphip Orchestra Associa- 
tion sued Burbank. 
C^fonda-based and 

its home video subsidiary in 
May 1992, daiming it was 
ow^ at least S3S million m 
royalties ftom home video 
sales. The orional tbeatried 
release in I9w came a year 
^er conductor Leopold Sto- 
kowski and the orchestra re- 
corded the soundtrack for the 
film. Disacys lawyers have 
argued that the fee p^ to 
the orchestra for the or^iaal 
theatrical release was id! it 
was entitled to as a hired 
performer. On Monday a 
judge denied Disney's mo- 
tion to dismiss the lawsuit, 
whid) sought at least 10 per 


cent of the estimated $350 
million in home rideo sales of 
the classic film. The o r ch e stra 
r^jonedly gM a Sat fee erf 
£2,500 for its April 1939 per- 
fonnance, recorded at the 
Academy of Music. Because 
the Ilia) was noderway, the 
tentative settiement, terms of 
which were not disetosed, 
must be approved by the 
jui^. buyers said. 


U.S. police aid in 
bust of dollar 
counterfeiters 


BANGKOK (AP) — Amer- 
ican mvestigators joined Thai 
police in boRiag a gang which 
was counterfeiting huiuired- 
doUar bQIs, press reports said 
Saturday. P^ce seized 2,000 
of the notes and arrested 
three men in a Thursday 
Dig^ raid at a gas station, 
poKce Col. Soi^k Saen- 
dmen announced at a news 
conference. Two of the 
arrested men had been re- 
leased ftom prison only three 
months earlier after serving 
three-year terms for counter- 
feiting. the Bangkok Post re- 
poned. Col. Somsak said the 
take banknotes were 
wholesaled by a gang irr the 
northeast province of Burir- 
am. wbofe members bought 
the foke bills for 80 baht 
(S3.20) apiece and sold them 
for 90 baht (S3.60). Amer- 
ican currency is widely used 
in the countries of Ind<^ina, 
Laos, Cambodia and Viet- 
nam. which are Thailand's 
eastern neighbours. 


Gays protest as 
new bishop is 
enthroned 


DURHAM, England (AFP) 
— Homosexuals demons- 
trated Saturday at the en- 
thronement of the new 
bishop of Durham, who has 
condemned homosexuality 
despite being convinaed of 
gro» indecency vrith another 
man 26 years ago. Two men 
were arrested by police \i4ien 
they tried to rush at Bishem 
A^chael Turnbull as he was 
making the traditional three 
knocks on the dcxrr to be 
admitted to the Norman 
cathedral in this northeast 
England city. Demonstrators 
m front of the cathedral 
shouted 'Turnbull is a hjrpoc- 
rite" and "sack the bishop 
now." Bishop TumbulL who 
oemed ever being a homosex- 
ual ^er the incident in a 
public toilet was revealed in a 
Sunday tabloid newspaper 
last month, told the cot- 
P^tion insidq that he had 
been "through a private and 
now public process of repent- 
ance." "I am deeply sorry 
that ro qiasy friends, and 
especiaHy new friends in this 
diocese, have shared some of 
the con^quenccs. The peo- 
ple of the nprth-east have a 
nght to be shock^ about 
wlm ha^yened," he said. A 
defrocked Andean priest, 
Sebastian Sandys. com- 
mented. "It is a sad ihdia- 
ment on the Church <rf Eng- 
land Thar _i 


land that Michael shonldte 
put through the humiliatina 
he today for 
W adult cofBoisnai 


could treat these 
j™ ma^ty and responsi- 
Mity such hnihiiianous could 
avoided. How utanv mote 
'“"dais wiU the 

h hS? 

'"'j! *e question of 
Domosewality properly?” 


tef«* 




King' 

jiinori 










’--eg 


oi 




